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SEDAR office (see ADDRESSES) at least 
10 business days prior to the meeting. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: August 21, 2013. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2013–20736 Filed 8–23–13; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XC830 

Pacific Fishery Management Council; 
Public Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of public meeting. 

SUMMARY: The Pacific Fishery 
Management Council (Pacific Council) 
will convene a conference call of its 
Coastal Pelagic Species Management 
Team (CPSMT) and its Coastal Pelagic 
Species Advisory Subpanel (CPSAS). 
There may be opportunities for the 
public to attend the meeting remotely, 
and a public listening station will be 
made available. 
DATES: The conference call will be held 
Thursday, September 12, 2013, from 1 
p.m. until 3 p.m. Pacific Daylight Time. 
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held 
via conference call, with a public 
listening station available at the NOAA 
Southwest Fisheries Science Center, 
8901 La Jolla Shores Dr., La Jolla, CA 
92037–1508. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Kerry Griffin, Staff Officer; telephone: 
(503) 820–2280. For information 
regarding the public listening station, 
contact Dale Sweetnam, telephone: 
(858) 546–7170. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
primary purpose of the conference call 
is to discuss the September Council 
meeting agenda items I.1 (List of 
Fisheries) and I.2 (Unmanaged Forage 
Fish Protection Initiative). The 
secondary purpose of the conference 
call is to discuss preparations for the 
November Council meeting. 

Action will be restricted to those 
issues specifically listed in this notice 
and any issues arising after publication 
of this notice that require emergency 
action under Section 305(c) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, 

provided the public has been notified of 
the Council’s intent to take final action 
to address the emergency. 

Special Accommodations 

This listening station is physically 
accessible to people with disabilities. 
Requests for sign language 
interpretation or other auxiliary aids 
should be directed to Dale Sweetnam, at 
least 5 days prior to the meeting date. 

Dated: August 21, 2013. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2013–20737 Filed 8–23–13; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

United States Patent and Trademark 
Office 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

The United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO) will submit 
to the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) for clearance the following 
proposal for collection of information 
under the provisions of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act (44 U.S.C. Chapter 35). 

Agency: United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO). 

Title: Deposit of Biological Materials. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Agency Approval Number: 0651– 

0022. 
Type of Request: Revision of a 

currently approved collection. 
Burden: 2,005 hours annually. 
Number of Respondents: 2,001 

responses per year. 
Avg. Hours per Response: The USPTO 

estimates that it will take the public 
approximately 1 hour for the average 
patent applicant respondent to collect 
and submit the necessary deposit 
information and approximately 5 hours 
for the average depository seeking 
approval to store biological material to 
gather and submit the necessary 
approval information. 

Needs and Uses: Information on the 
deposit of biological materials in 
depositories is required for (a) the 
USPTO determination of compliance 
with 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2) and 112, and 37 
CFR 1.801–1.809 and 1.14, where 
inventions sought to be patented rely on 
biological material subject to the deposit 
requirement, including notification to 
the interested public about where to 
obtain samples of deposits; and (b) in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.803 to 
demonstrate that the depositories are 
qualified to store and test the biological 

material submitted to them. This 
collection is used by the USPTO to 
determine whether or not the applicant 
has met the requirements of the patent 
regulations. In addition, the USPTO 
uses this information to determine the 
suitability of a respondent depository 
based upon administrative and 
technical competence and the 
depository’s agreement to comply with 
the requirements set forth by the 
USPTO. 

Affected Public: Businesses or other 
for-profits; not-for-profit institutions. 

Frequency: On occasion. 
Respondent’s Obligation: Required to 

obtain or retain benefits. 
OMB Desk Officer: Nicholas A. Fraser, 

email: Nicholas_A._Fraser@
omb.eop.gov. 

Once submitted, the request will be 
publicly available in electronic format 
through the Information Collection 
Review page at www.reginfo.gov. 

Paper copies can be obtained by: 
• Email: InformationCollection@

uspto.gov. Include ‘‘0651–0022 copy 
request’’ in the subject line of the 
message. 

• Mail: Susan K. Fawcett, Records 
Officer, Office of the Chief Information 
Officer, United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313–1450. 

Written comments and 
recommendations for the proposed 
information collection should be sent on 
or before September 25, 2013 to 
Nicholas A. Fraser, OMB Desk Officer, 
via email to Nicholas_A_Fraser@
omb.eop.gov or by fax to 202–395–5167, 
marked to the attention of Nicholas A. 
Fraser. 

Dated: August 21, 2013. 
Susan K. Fawcett, 
Records Officer, USPTO, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2013–20709 Filed 8–23–13; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–16–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Department of the Army, Corps of 
Engineers 

Notice of Intent To Prepare A Draft 
Environment Impact Statement for the 
Proposed Ray Mine Tailings Storage 
Facility in Pinal County, Arizona 

AGENCY: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
DoD. 
ACTION: Notice of Intent. 

SUMMARY: The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Los Angeles District (Corps) 
is examining the environmental 
consequences associated with the 
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proposed construction, operation, and 
closure of a new tailings storage facility 
in eastern Pinal County, Arizona, in 
connection with Asarco LLC’s 
application for a Department of the 
Army permit under Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act. The proposed tailings 
storage facility and associated facilities 
would discharge fill materials into 
approximately 138 acres of waters of the 
U.S. and indirectly impact an additional 
17 acres through dewatering. The 
primary federal environmental concerns 
are the proposed discharges of fill 
material into waters of the U.S. and the 
potential for significant adverse 
environmental effects resulting from 
such activities. Therefore, to address 
these concerns in accordance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA), the Corps is requiring 
preparation of an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) prior to consideration of 
any permit action. The action must 
comply with the Section 404(b)(1) 
Guidelines (40 CFR Part 230) and not be 
contrary to the public interest to be 
granted a Corps permit. The Corps may 
ultimately make a determination to 
permit or deny the above project, or 
permit or deny modified versions of the 
above project. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Questions about the proposed action or 
the scoping of the Draft EIS can be 
answered by Michael Langley, Corps 
Senior Project Manager, at (602) 230– 
6953. Comments regarding scoping of 
the Draft EIS shall be addressed to: U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles 
District, Arizona Regulatory Branch, 
ATTN: SPL–2011–01005–MWL, 3636 
North Central Avenue, Suite 900, 
Phoenix, Arizona 85012–1939, or 
michael.w.langley@usace.army.mil. 
Comments letters sent via electronic 
mail shall include the commenter’s 
physical address and the project title 
‘‘Ray Mine Tailings Storage Facility 
Project’’ shall be included in the subject 
line. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

1. Project Site and Background 
Information: The 2,350-acre project site 
is located in eastern Pinal County, 
Arizona approximately four miles south 
of the Ray Mine Complex, south of the 
Gila River, on lands owned by Asarco, 
on lands owned and managed by the 
Bureau of Land Management, and on 
lands currently owned and managed by 
the Arizona State Land Department that 
Asarco is seeking to acquire. The project 
pipelines would run along the Florence- 
Kelvin Highway from the thickeners at 
the Ray Mine to the proposed TSF. 

Asarco is the owner and operator of 
the Ray Mine Complex in Pinal County, 

Arizona, an open-pit copper mine with 
an on-site concentrator and leaching 
facilities. Asarco also owns associated 
concentrating and smelting facilities 
located in Hayden, Arizona, 
approximately 17 miles southeast of the 
mine. The Ray Mine was originally 
founded in 1882 as a silver mine with 
the mining of copper beginning 
somewhat later. 

A Clean Water Act Section 404 permit 
was issued for construction of the Elder 
Gulch tailings impoundment at Ray 
Mine in 1991; modifications to that 
permit were issued in 1996, 1997, and 
1998 for ongoing mining and mitigation 
activities. In May 2011, a new Section 
404 permit was obtained that authorizes 
continued operation and expansion of 
the Elder Gulch tailings facility, 
construction of a stormwater diversion 
system upgradient of the tailings 
facility, and continued placement of 
rock into rock deposition areas 
previously authorized in the 1991 
Section 404 permit (as modified by the 
subsequent amendments). Prior to the 
May 2011 Section 404 permit that 
authorized expansion of the Elder Gulch 
impoundment, that facility was 
expected to reach capacity in 
approximately 2013. Raising the crest 
elevation of the impoundment to the 
2,590 ft level as authorized by the May 
2011 Section 404 permit, will allow the 
existing Elder Gulch tailings 
impoundment to be used for an 
anticipated five to seven additional 
years. The Ray Mine has proven ore 
reserves that will allow mining to 
continue well past that timeframe, and 
additional expansions of the Elder 
Gulch facility are not technically and 
environmentally feasible. 

2. Proposed Action: Asarco is 
proposing to construct, operate, and 
close a tailings storage facility to 
support continuing copper mining 
activities at the Ray Mine Complex. The 
facility would accommodate tailings 
that would be collected at the mine, 
transported via a tailings delivery 
pipeline, and deposited in slurry form at 
a discharge point east of Ripsey Wash, 
an ephemeral wash that is a tributary to 
the Gila River. The facility footprint is 
estimated at 2,129 acres and currently 
has an elevational range of 
approximately 1,800 to 2,400 feet above 
mean sea level. The facility is designed 
for an overall storage capacity of 751.3 
million tons of tailings and embankment 
materials with a final crest elevation of 
2,440 feet. The proposed facility would 
be built with centerline and upstream 
construction methods. 

A diversion embankment, stormwater 
detention pond, and channel would be 
constructed at the upgradient end of the 

facility to divert flows around the 
facility to the west to Zelleweger Wash. 
The diversion embankment and 
stormwater detention pond are designed 
to handle the 500-year, 24-hour storm 
event. Water from this impoundment 
would be pumped and piped to the 
western diversion channel for 
conveyance to Zelleweger Wash. A 
second diversion channel would be 
constructed along the east side of the 
facility to drain stormwater runoff from 
upgradient of the facility to an unnamed 
tributary wash to the Gila River. 

The starter tailings embankment 
would be constructed at the 
downgradient end of the facility with a 
50-foot-wide berm. Cyclone sands 
would be used to construct the phased 
embankments. The ultimate 
embankment would be constructed to 
an elevation of 2,440 feet above mean 
sea level with a tailings deposition 
elevation just below this elevation. 

Some seepage from the tailings 
impoundment is expected and would 
infiltrate the alluvial deposits located 
within Ripsey Wash and its tributaries. 
Therefore, a seepage collection trench 
would be constructed within Ripsey 
Wash downstream of the impoundment 
to contain the seepage, and a second 
seepage collection trench will be 
constructed in a drainage on the east 
side of the facility. The seepage 
collection trench will be constructed 
with a geomembrane liner anchored to 
bedrock and granular drain rock along 
the upstream face of the trench to 
intercept seepage from the tailings 
facility. A series of riser pipes will be 
installed within the trench and fitted 
with submersible pumps to pump 
collected seepage to the associated 
reclaimed water ponds. 

Asarco is proposing to construct and 
operate tailings delivery and reclaimed 
water pipelines as part of the project. 
The tailings generated from the mill at 
the Ray Mine would be pumped in 
slurry form through the tailings delivery 
pipeline to the proposed facility 
impoundment area for deposition and a 
reclaimed water pipeline would be used 
to pipe reclaimed water back to the Ray 
Mine for reuse. The pipelines would be 
constructed along the Florence-Kelvin 
Highway and connect to the proposed 
tailings deposition point and reclaimed 
water ponds located at the proposed 
facility. The pipelines would be 
constructed along the existing alignment 
of the Florence-Kelvin Highway. To 
address the unlikely event of a pipeline 
failure, a drain down pond is planned 
along the pipeline route north of the 
Gila River for containment of tailings 
and/or reclaimed water. A pipeline 
bridge would be constructed at the point 
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where the pipeline route crosses the 
Gila River. 

A 2.2-mile segment of the Florence- 
Kelvin Highway, a Pinal County- 
maintained roadway, would require 
realignment as a result of constructing 
the facility. A 2.1-mile section of the 
road would be relocated north of its 
current alignment. 

The proposed facility would require 
the relocation of the San Carlos 
Irrigation Project power line which 
currently passes though the northern 
portion of the facility footprint. An 
approximately 2.3-mile segment of the 
power line will be moved north of the 
TSF and rerouted around the western 
portion of the project area, 
approximately following the proposed 
and existing alignment of the Florence- 
Kelvin Highway. The planned rerouted 
power line corridor is approximately 3.2 
miles in length. 

3. Issues: There are several potential 
environmental issues that will be 
addressed in the Draft EIS. Additional 
issues may be identified during the 
scoping process. Issues initially 
identified for evaluation in the Draft EIS 
include: 

1. Visual/aesthetics impacts from 
landform alterations, 

2. air quality impacts from 
construction and operation of the 
facility, 

3. cultural resources (prehistoric and 
historic resources), 

4. surface water hydrology and 
quality, 

5. groundwater hydrology and quality, 
6. potential land use incompatibility, 
7. noise impacts from construction 

and operation, 
8. Impacts to recreation resources, 
9. socioeconomic effects, 
10. soils and geotechnical stability 

issues, 
11. transportation network impacts, 

and 
12. biological impacts (vegetation, 

wildlife, waters of the U.S.). 
4. Alternatives: Several alternatives to 

the proposed action are being 
considered in the Draft EIS. The Draft 
EIS will include a co-equal level of 
analysis of the No-Action and project 
alternatives considered. Currently, there 
are five potential off-site project 
alternatives being considered along with 
the proposed action and two variations 
of the proposed action. These 
alternatives will be further formulated 
and developed during the scoping 
process. Additional alternatives may be 
developed during scoping that will also 
be considered in the Draft EIS. 

5. Scoping: The Corps will conduct 
two public scoping meetings for the 
proposed Ray Mine Tailings Storage 

Facility Project Draft EIS to receive 
public comment and to assess public 
concerns regarding the appropriate 
scope and preparation of the Draft EIS. 
Participation in the public meetings by 
federal, state, local, and tribal agencies 
and other interested organizations is 
encouraged. The first meeting will be 
held on September 24, 2013 beginning 
at 6:00 p.m. (Arizona Time Zone) at 
Kearny Junior-Senior High School, 701 
Arizona 177, Kearny, Arizona 85137. 
The second meeting will be held on 
September 25, 2013 beginning at 6:00 
p.m. (Arizona Time Zone) at Apache 
Junction High School, 2525 South 
Ironwood Drive, Apache Junction, 
Arizona 85120. Comments on the 
proposed action, alternatives, or any 
additional concerns should be 
submitted in writing. Written and 
electronic comment letters will be 
accepted through October 28, 2013. 

The Corps also anticipates formally 
consulting with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service under Section 7 of the 
Endangered Species Act and with the 
State Historic Preservation Officer and 
appropriate Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers under Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act. 

6. Availability of the Draft EIS: The 
Draft EIS is expected to be published 
and circulated in the fourth quarter of 
2014, and a public meeting will be held 
after its publication. 

Dated: August 12, 2013. 
David J. Castanon, 
Division Chief, Los Angeles District, U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. 
[FR Doc. 2013–20733 Filed 8–23–13; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3720–58–P 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Extension of Public Comment Period 
Hydrogen Energy California’s 
Integrated Gasification Combined 
Cycle Project Preliminary Staff 
Assessment and Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement 

AGENCY: U.S. Department of Energy. 
ACTION: Extension of public comment 
period; notice of public hearing. 

SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of 
Energy (DOE) published a notice of 
availability and public hearing on July 
22, 2013 (78 FR 43870) that provided for 
a comment period ending September 3, 
2013. DOE is extening the public 
comment period to October 1, 2013 and 
announces public hearings for the 
Hydrogen Energy California’s Integrated 
Gasification Combined Cycle Project 
Preliminary Staff Assessment/Draft 

Environmental Impact Statement (PSA/ 
DEIS) (DOE/EIS—0431D). 
DATES: DOE extends the public 
comment period to October 1, 2013. 
Comments submitted to California 
Energy Commission (CEC) or DOE 
concerning the Hydrogen Energy 
California Project (HECA) prior to this 
meeting do not need to be resubmitted 
as a result of this extension of the 
comment period. 

The PSA/DEIS is available on the 
internet at 
http://www.energy.gov/nepa/
downloads/eis-0431-draft- 
environmental-impact-statement or on 
the CEC electronic docket site at http:// 
www.energy.ca.gov/2013publications/
CEC-700-2013-001/CEC-700-2013-001- 
PSA.pdf. Copies of the PSA/DEIS are 
available for public review at the 
following locations: Beale Memorial 
Library, 701 Truxtun Avenue, 
Bakersfield, CA 93301; Holloway- 
Gonzales Branch Library, 506 E. 
Brundage Lane, Bakersfield, CA 93307; 
and Southwest Memorial Library, 8301 
Ming Avenue, Bakersfield, CA 93301. 

Meetings: OE and CEC will hold joint 
public hearings as follows: 

Tuesday, September 17, 2013, 
Buttonwillow Recreation and Park 
District, Multi-purpose Facility, 556 
Milo Avenue, Buttonwillow, California 
93206, 10:00 a.m. CEC Workshop, 6:00 
p.m.–8:00 p.m. Formal Public 
Comments. 

Wednesday, September 18, 2013 
(Same location as above), 9:00 a.m.–8:00 
p.m. CEC Workshop and Committee 
conference, 6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m. Formal 
Public Comments, (Committee 
conference may continue after the close 
of formal public comment). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
further information on the proposed 
project, contact Mr. Fred Pozzuto, U.S. 
Department of Energy, National Energy 
Technology Laboratory, 3610 Collins 
Ferry Road, P.O. Box 880, Morgantown, 
WV. Additional information may be 
requested by email: fred.pozzuto@
netl.doe.gov or by telephone at (304) 
285–5219, or toll free at 1–(800) 432– 
8330, ext. 5219. For general information 
regarding DOE NEPA process, please 
contact: Ms. Carol M. Borgstrom, 
Director, Office of NEPA Policy and 
Compliance (GC–54), U.S. Department 
of Energy, 1000 Independence Avenue 
SW., Washington, DC 20585–0103; 
telephone: (202) 586–4600. The PSA/
DEIS is available on the internet at 
http://www.energy.gov/nepa/
downloads/eis-0431-draft- 
environmental-impact-statement or on 
the CEC electronic docket site at 
http://www.energy.ca.gov/
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