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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 648
[Docket No. 120109034—2153-02]
RIN 0648-BB62

Revisions to Framework Adjustment
47 to the Northeast Multispecies
Fishery Management Plan and Sector
Annual Catch Entitlements; Updated
Annual Catch Limits for Sectors and
the Common Pool for Fishing Year
2012

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Temporary final rule;
adjustment to specifications.

SUMMARY: Based on the final Northeast
multispecies sector rosters submitted as
of May 1, 2012, NMFS is adjusting the
fishing year 2012 specification of annual
catch limits for commercial groundfish
vessels as well as sector annual catch
entitlements for groundfish stocks. This
revision to fishing year 2012 catch
levels is necessary to account for
changes in the number of participants
electing to fish in either sectors or the
common pool fishery.

DATES: Effective June 22, 2012, through
April 30, 2013.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
William Whitmore, Fishery Policy
Analyst, (978) 281-9182.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The New
England Fishery Management Council
(the Council) developed Amendment 16
to the Northeast (NE) Multispecies
Fishery Management Plan (FMP) to
establish a process for setting
groundfish annual catch limits (also
referred to as ACLs or catch limits) and
accountability measures. The Council
has a biennial review process to develop
catch limits and revise management
measures. Framework Adjustment (FW)
47 set annual catch limits for nine
groundfish stocks and three jointly
managed U.S./Canada stocks for FY
2012-2014. We recently approved FW

47, which became effective on May 1,
2012 (77 FR 26104).

While the Council was working on
FW 47, a new benchmark stock
assessment for Gulf of Maine (GOM) cod
was finalized in January 2012. The
perception of the stock biomass changed
dramatically as a result of this
assessment. The Council initially
intended to include catch limit
alternatives based on these updated
results in FW 47. However, after the
results were finalized, the Council
elected not to recommend final
measures for GOM cod and requested
that NMFS, acting on behalf of the
Secretary of Commerce, use the interim
rulemaking authority provided at
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act to implement measures designed to
reduce, but not end, overfishing in
fishing year (FY) 2012. We published an
emergency action for GOM cod on May
1, 2012 (77 FR 25623), consistent with
the Council’s request. The common pool
and sector GOM cod catch limits are
based on this emergency action.

Along with FW 47 and the emergency
GOM cod rule, we recently approved FY
2012 sector operations plans and
allocations (77 FR 26129, May 2, 2012)
(the“‘sector rule’’). A sector receives an
allocation of each stock, or annual catch
entitlement (referred to as ACE, or
allocation), based on its members’ catch
histories. State-operated permit banks
also receive an allocation that can be
transferred to qualifying sector vessels
(for more information, see Amendment
17, 77 FR 16942, March 23, 2012). The
sum of all sector and state-operated
permit bank allocations is referred to as
the sector sub-ACL in the management
plan. Whatever groundfish allocation
remains after sectors and state-operated
permit banks receive their allocations is
then provided to vessels not enrolled in
a sector (referred to as the common
pool). This allocation is also referred to
as the common pool sub-ACL.

Changes in sector membership require
ACL and ACE adjustments. This rule
adjusts the FY 2012 sector and common
pool allocations based on final sector
membership as of May 1, 2012.
Permitted vessels that wish to fish in a
sector must enroll by December 1 of
each year, with the fishing year

beginning the following May 1 and
lasting until April 30 of the next year.
However, due to concern over the
reduced GOM cod allocation (see the
emergency action cited above), we
provided additional flexibility to NE
multispecies permitted vessels by
allowing vessels to enroll in a sector for
fishing year 2012 up through April 30,
2012. In addition, vessels had until
April 30 (the day before the beginning
of the fishing year) to drop out of a
sector and fish in the common pool. If
the sector allocation increases as a result
of sector membership changes, the
common pool allocation decreases—the
opposite is true as well. Because sector
membership has changed since the
December 1, 2011, date used in the FW
47 and sector proposed and final rules,
we need to update the allocations to all
sectors and to the common pool.

The final number of permits enrolled
in a sector or state-operated permit bank
for FY 2012 is 850 (an increase of 5
permits since the December 1, 2011,
roster submission). All sector
allocations assume that each NE
multispecies vessel enrolled in a sector
has a valid permit for FY 2012. Tables
1, 2, and 3 (below) explain the revised
FY 2012 allocations as a percentage and
absolute amount (in metric tons and
pounds).

Table 4 compares the preliminary FY
2012 allocations published in the FW 47
final rule, with the revised allocations
based on the final sector and state-
operated permit bank rosters as of May
1, 2012. The table shows that changes in
sector allocations due to updated rosters
range from a decrease of 0.14 percent of
GOM winter flounder, to an increase of
2.53 percent of Southern New England/
Mid-Atlantic (SNE/MA) yellowtail
flounder. Common pool allocation
adjustments range between a 43.18-
percent decrease in Georges Bank (GB)
haddock, to a 4.17-percent increase in
GOM winter flounder. The changes in
the common-pool allocations are greater
because the common-pool has a
significantly lower allocation for all
stocks, so even small changes appear
large when viewed as a percentage
increase or decrease.

BILLING CODE 3510-22-P



37817

Federal Register/Vol. 77, No. 122/Monday, June 25, 2012/Rules and Regulations

10309§ eIS-1I] -S| “J0)09S JSIAIEY] S[QRUIEISNS-SHS “10109§ YSIPUNOID AJIuntuwio)) apA|) HOJ-SDD S10100S KIoys,|
ISEOYMON-S AN SJueg nuirdd anysdwep] MoN-FN ‘101095 SaNIUNWWo)) [B)SLo)) ISESYMON-SION “(SUIBIA) Jueq JWIdJ QUBA-OUIBIA “10}03S T80 Paxl] Po)) Jueg S351090)-§0), ] [SUOTIBIAIQQY
"AA0QE PISSNISIP
uonoE AOURSIaWa Pod N Y 935 UOTBULIOJUI AIOW 10,] "SYD0JS IOYIO0 dY} UL} APUSIAIIP PAIBIOE SBAM POD NOD “GIV PO INOD 10T A 9Ul Ul POPN[OUT SEM TOAOALIRD (10T A asneodd,

2102 A 10J priea stuiiad 101995 Yoee JeY) SWNsse | 9[qe], Ul PIUI[INO SI0}23S 10J SANJeA TV v,

€66 | 0T'66 65°66 96°96 66 LY'86 £€'86 LSL6 8°6L 6886 67°66 €L°66 007001 £T'86 0s8 MMHMWNW
€00 200 000 or'l W'l $8°0 £6°0 £e'1 Se'l YL 124V Sr'l LEOD 890 31 SSL
L070 €20 [4ay 0s'T L0 0T'1 080 1€°T 68°C 0 8C0 LEO LSO €70 61 € SHS
SI'8¢ 01°0¢ €86V 1676 88°¢1 £Epe LE'6E 0LCl Po'L 6v'Cl [A%474 61°C¢ €961 L9°81 (48} 1 SHS
oL’ 9TY 6v'C 96°1 10°0 £0°¢ L SO'1 99°0 000 €8T 00 89 1T°0 N4 SDIDd
LI'T L1 88'¢ LLY 6¢°S (404 LL'E 89°¢ €871 €991 06°0 (4231 18°0 989 or THX SAAN
96'C 0s$'T 90°1 °e0 000 190 SLO 87°0 000 000 98°0 000 YT 200 11 1IX S9N
9’9 YeT ¥6°0 $6'1 000 LY'1 sl 11T 200 000 9¢€'C 00 P11 6€°0 w IX SdaN
(4% 860 LSO 9¢°6T 200 oL'e 60'C [2 41 S 200 19°C 1€°0 019 811 145 X SAHAN
(Y44 Sty £8°¢ T oL’y 1€°8 £e'8 8¢°01 €78 16°LT 08'% 811 LLT 8¢l 19 X1 SAIN
09°0 150 S0 8¢'¢ LSV SS'T S9'1 €9 09°S ¥6°01 170 LS 15°0 19 0T TIA S439N
0L'0 SLO ¥$0 €80 1711 ri'e oY'¢ L9C 80t €6 90 SLE &0 Ridd 17 IIA S4AN
6C°¢ 16¢C RS 69'¢ w1 60'¢ 08¢ L8C LTS 0L'C i8¢ 6t £$T $8°C 61 IA SJHEN
ST0 61°0 ¥T0 600 S8l 6T'L £l 90 ot'€C 819 0€°0 9'E 600 8L'1 0¢ A SdAN
L8'S 108 £9'9 s 690 8t'8 976 90°¢ LTT 91'C 678 1€°¢ 016 Iy (4 AT SIAN
€0°L 6L 8¢'1 19°01 €00 ¥6'T 1Ty v1'6 9¢'0 100 086 S1°0 €861 LT1 18 TIT SJAN
sIel 0£'9 L6°GL €81 8C'¢ 838°ClL 0’8 60'61 (A 16’1 0691 811 19°81 09 18 II SAAN
Y0 98°0 10 060 L0°0 o S0 19°0 €L'0 ¥8°0 ¥€0 1o L0 L1°0 LT SOON
11°0 800 200 900 000 100 €00 200 000 000 €00 000 911 000 4 HN
691 9’1 80 €0 000 €Lo 911 ze0 €00 10°0 (401 Y00 LT'1 €ro 11 AuIelN
98'L 98°¢ 06'CT (44 €00 80 [SS] 'l 0¢0 100 S 9€9 9T'T 9T'8¢C S0l SHA
1apunojg
dopunol{ | Japunof] “opunold [TEImOT & (VIND Japunofg & poD (aD) SHULIAJ (mopeg
pofjod M_MM ysypay | Ienmm ToIp sw “MME :MMM< v_mwwwmwwv onuepy-pIN [TeImOP X xwﬁow . %M%: m\%ov Jueg 30 JaquinN pauaQ)
' WOD a0 ’ ) pony aden / (ANS) puejduy 40 «&_“\w 081030 aueN 10109
MIN WISYINOS E

12102 A4 404 MDOLS A9 ¥OLDFS HOVA Y04 D0V 40 (%) ADVINADIAd TYNIA ‘T 2IqeL




Federal Register/Vol. 77, No. 122/Monday, June 25, 2012/Rules and Regulations

37818

*UOTIBI[IOU0OAT SUIMO[]OJ UOTIOR QUM € Ul SPBW Aq [[IM SUOIONPAp 10 1oA0K1Ed AUe 10§ sjusunsalpy 1107
X ] WOLj I0A0ALIED SOPNOUL PO NOD) Y] "So5e12A0 10 saFe1epun g0V 10393s 107 Ad WOLJ SUOHONPAP 10 I0A0ALIED )Y [enusjod Aue apnjout J0u op sanjeA asay) pod WOD Jo uondsoxs ays g M.
2107 X J 10J pijea s jruad 103095 Yo JEY1 QWNSSE 7 8[qe] Ul PAUT[INO SI10)99§ 10§ Sanjes GOV v,

618 | ozor | suee | wovc | 696l | vz | scvs | skst | ogest 0 €9 Le9s | 9881 | W08 | S8 | 98T | omuos
. . ‘ . . , ‘ 4 , . . . . . ‘ . pauIquIo))
[COESTI | PLOSTE | TCI6T8 | 8069 | 1€L06E | 9R'STHI | TTETTE | SSOTOI | 49909 | 0SSIT | LEBKO | €9'10SOT | bIT9RY | 868IOE | sybocy | prest | oo M
v 150 €0 1001 | 9059 | ocal | eroe | p6el 801 6Ll 887 | 6si6C | 6566 | ccel | 100f | 601 SSL
€6 ovL | 181 | <8l 9L vl | 8097 1Tve 1612 60 981 sl | scsc | Lvot | oie6l | 000 | €SHS
8O'T18F | €SF¥O1 | S0SPIY | 1619 | 6LLES | SUleéb | croscl | 88 TEl €09 €01C | 8vsic | 991199 | e9rlce | 0CTIL | €r6z8 | vZ0f | 1SHS
8L | €661 | €0L0T | bOTl o | o8t | LS9t | 2ol y0's 100 ool Wl 8T | €c69l | ¥06 | pe0 | S$DOOd
0be | L1995 | slece | socl | sbesl | LL69 | 9secl | svse W 679¢ 065 | 6T0PST | ¥S0s6 | 96T | S8w0E | il | IIX SAdN
[l | ve18 | 6088 | 9z¢ 80°0 088 | SstC 90°S 200 000 19°% bS50 810 | 8res | 690 | 200 | 1XSdaN
I8 | 969L | L61L | ve€l €00 Tt | sevb | soce €10 000 gE<l €L vz | L6€lr | SPLI | $90 | IX SdAN
8TT61 | soce | Lelv | 0660 | <s0 | 09€s | 989 | 80zsi 81 500 0Ll | covo | 61z | 160cc | <9s | 61 | X SdAN
ovees | ceocl | svssy | 9rLl | scovkl | ic02l | 66eLz | 1LOII 579 7800 | ceie | 96€chT | 9SFI8 | LOFO | LSibO | 19€C | XISIAN
L€SL | 0991 | osvb | ochT | steer | s69€ | wiws T19 ety %% OV | TeSLIT | sceee | Le81 | 167LT | $66 | A SHAN
788 | 190 | cosh 119 | ez9sc | ersy | teell | 96LC 16°0¢ 1£0¢ 196 | 0c0LL | 6LLST | wLSI | 96861 | STL | 1A SdaN
YOIy | Ov8Cl | 681bb | 8€9T | 608F | b9l | 14Tl | L66C c6t 38°C 63%T | 2S009 | 16000 | ¥S16 | 08921 | ©ob | IA SAAN
g61E | €9 | 096l 190 1979 | st | toic 999 WL e 161 | L811L | vesec | 8t | w6l | 68C | ASdAN
U0V | 987o0r | 102ss | 159t | csec | escal | 09%0f | secS LT v TIvS | 0bTe0l | 659f | sceze | 0681 | L99 | AISAAN
€3988 | 60151 | LSBIl | €8SL 060 | 09ty | 16Ltl | 6556 LT 200 66€9 | 800t | L00I | s079s | 9cos | soc | 1M SdaN
OvZesl | <6907 | 896Cel | 9¢0El | L6011 | 19981 | 8¢9T | 69661 Lol oTy SLL01 | LOSErC | €618 | 6S€L9 | 1€L9T | SL6 | 11SdaN
cros | vist | 995 | ov9 e P o8 659 s €81 e hT pes 189C | 09 | 820 | SOON
66 €l 197 19 ) 000 600 £60 €20 000 000 020 <00 00 | 91r | 600 | 000 HN
6821 | vors | o0vRo | b0t 100 €0l | 8Ise £ec v2'0 €00 €L 116 o€ Ty | 65 | cco | sumW
8U'166 | Sccel | veive | 1l 760 T | crsl 80°0¢ 05 €00 Y88 | vCLOSI | 6bLer | €818 | €55scl | 8L $Dd
Japuno I9puno J3puno _dpuno Japuno! Nl SeH] SB
sorog | SR | ysypoy o | oy S| oomd MO | HEIMOISA | OO o] spoppiiL | spoppris MMN oo o> s
: WOD ) : WOD/0D | VIWANS | €D ) ) €0

L0wW) Z10T Ad 4Od MD0LS A9 JOLDIS HOVA YO 4DV TYNIA T 9IqeL




37819

Federal Register/Vol. 77, No. 122/Monday, June 25, 2012/Rules and Regulations

"UOLIBI[IOU0IDI FUIMO][O] UOTIOR 21NN B UT OPLWT 9q [[1M SUOTONPAP 10 10A0K1180 AUe 10 sjusunsnipy 1107
A WOIJ 10A0A1IED SIPN[OUL POd NOD YL SOTRISAO JO SATLIAPUN YV 101035 [1OT A WO SUOIONPIP 10 I0A0ALIED HDV [enuajod Aue opnjour 10u Op sanjea 3say) ‘pod NOLD Jo uondadxas oyl um

[4

2107 A 1oy pijea s jruiiad 10309S [oed 1By} QWNSSE ¢ d[qe ], Ul PSUI[INO S10393S 10] SAN[EA YV v,

081 3¢ vL ¥S (3% 6F 121 9¢ 8¢¢ 9 01 44! [44 9L1 €Ll 9 100 uowwoy
pauquio)y
YToLT 081L 6LT81 [449 vTrL (34183 901L 0scT Leet SLY 6Tr1 8615t 9TIS1 8L6L 7796 193 $101908 [TV
6 I I [44 (24! LT L9 ¢ €T ¢ 9 989 07T 6T 99 [4 SSL
4 91 of 6€ €1 8¢ LS €< 8Y 4 ¥ 991 9¢ 534 [44 4 € SHS
L0901 979¢ St16 0¢1 9811 9601 S¥8T £6T €€l 09 L09 6351 €881 8961 6781 L9 1 SHS
S 80¢ LSY 153 0 191 ¥¥s ¥ 1 0 9¢ L1 9 €L 0z I SDDOd
09 ¥l TIL 8¢ wor ¥S1 LT S8 8T 08 €l 7929 960C <9 L9 ST HIX SAIN
€78 181 ¥61 S 0 61 123 1 0 0 4 1 0 L61 4 0 IIX SAAN
L6L1 0L1 TL1 1€ 0 Ly 86 6F 0 0 143 91 S €16 6¢ I IX S49N
[444 IL Y01 £9% 1 811 161 See 6 0 8¢ (44! Ly L8Y 911 ¥ X S4aN
LTI 10€ 0L01 8¢ 381¢ $9T 09 T 8¢1 Pl 69 99¢¢ 96L1 54! 8Tr1 143 X1 S49N
991 LE 86 39 8801 13 611 811 ¥6 (39 € 16T L98 of 09 [ [MIA SJEN
€61 S 66 €1 4y} 001 0ST 9 89 1S4 8 8691 89¢ 53 (334 91 1IA SAAN
¥16 €8¢ YL6 8¢ 901 91 SLT 99 L8 €1 S¢S YZel (344 e 08¢ 01 IA S49N
0L 4! 34 1 8¢1 84 4] S1 6¢ 0¢ ¥ 6951 §Ts L PLI 9 A SAAN
€91 08¢ L1Z1 18 4y LT 699 L11 8¢ 01 611 80%C 908 9TL £0r <1 Al SJEN
[SY3¢ LYE 344 L91 (4 6 $0€ 11z 9 0 341 99 (44 6£T1 $Tl < 1 SHAN
8LEE 9SY 1€6T L8T ST Iy 6LS [Vid ¥ 6 8€T 89¢S L6L1 341 685 1T 11 SAAN
€Tl 9 18 4! S L I 4! 4! ¥ S [SS 81 6S L1 I SODN
13 9 ¥ ! 0 0 C I 0 0 0 0 0 £6 0 0 HN
69t 0z1 161 L 0 €T ¥8 L I 0 91 0z L €6 €1 0 QuIRN
S81CT {444 [433 [43 C LT 0f 144 S 0 61 (4114 96 081 89LT 101 SOA
19puno 13punoy, 13puno I3puno ISpUno, 3 se
001104 MV__MM/ ysypoy MME_ \Khw qu_ 2”@ S%nm_”\ﬂm ooreld :mmsozww_ﬁ :mwso:www :a%?o:ww xw\wwuwz xowovaI v_u“%%mm MM MW nwmoo\wo noawumo awreN J030ag
' WOD g0 ’ WOD/OD | VIN/ANS 4o aD ao ’

A1 000°1) 2T10T Ad 4O IDOLS A€ JOLDFS HOVA YO 9OV TYNIA "€ 9Iqel




Federal Register/Vol. 77, No. 122/Monday, June 25, 2012/Rules and Regulations

37820

110T A WoIJ 10A0A11E0 SOpn[ou]

z
‘2107 Ad 103 pryea si 1uniad 103028 4ord JR(} QWINSSE § 9[qR ], Ul PAUI[INO SI01I3S JOJ SANfeA :f
%000 | %00 | %000 | %P0 | %9070 %¥1°0 %90°0 %070 %ES'T %LY'0 %000 %IT0 %E00 | %T0°0 aBuey) %
Uo1RIO[[Y
0€sT1 LSTE 1628 069 L9EE 9TYl £72€ 1201 L09 91T 319 €9€LT 619€ (434 101008 porsipy
UOIIBION[ Y
0521 957¢ 1628 169 $9¢€ [Zaal 12ze 6101 268 <1z %9 90€LT 819¢ €ISy 101005 ArunuIaIg
%000 | %0L'€ | %000 WLV | %606~ | %EEs | %ISE | %lviL- %£6'8- %EECE- %000 | %STSh | %ET1- | %ITl- aBuey) %
. UOHEIO[Y [00]
8 9z e ST 0z 4 49 T €51 z S St 08 18 wourwo) poisnipy
_ UOTBI0[[Y [00d
8 LT te T "4 e LS Lz 891 € S €l 18 8 vowwo) Aurualg
. uonRooyY
z19z1 €87¢ 5433 S1L L8EE ShhI 8L7€ 901 09L LLIT €59 SEVLT OL1Y S09% [BIPISUINON) [EI0L,
Jopunof,] | Jopunojg Japunoyg 19punoy g Japunojy o
yoofod Mﬁ»ﬂ ysypay I I Sﬁﬂm”ﬁmu_ Qo1e1d JTRIMOJ[2A | [IBIMO][PA [TeIMO[[O X v_o_\mﬂ%wz %Mv%mm mﬁ D poD gn
’ WOD gD : NOD/OD | VINZANS a0 NOD

,0w) SYALSOT JOLDES “TI0T ‘T AVIN ANV ‘1107 ‘T JTGWADHA NFAMLALG SNOILVOOTTV 40 NOSTIVINOD "t 2198l

BILLING CODE 3510-22-C



Federal Register/Vol.

77, No. 122/Monday, June 25, 2012/Rules and Regulations

37821

It is important to point out that this
is only a temporary final rule. After we
finish reconciling differences in catch
accounting between our data and each
sector manager’s data, each sector will
have 2 weeks to trade FY 2011 ACE to
account for any overharvesting during
that period. After that 2-week trading
window, a sector that still has exceeded
its FY 2011 allocation will have its FY
2012 allocation reduced. Because data
reconciliation and the 2-week trading
window take place after the new fishing
year has begun, we reserve 20 percent
of each sector’s FY 2012 allocation until

FY 2011 catch data are reconciled. This
reserve is held to ensure that each sector
has sufficient ACE to balance any
overages from the previous fishing year.
Sectors are also able to carry over up to
10 percent of their initial allocation of
most stocks to the next fishing year. We
will publish a final follow-up rule
detailing any carryover of FY 2011
sector allocation or reduction in FY
2012 allocation resulting from sectors
under or overharvesting their
allocations.

FW 47 also specifies incidental catch
limits (or incidental total allowable

catches, “TACs”) applicable to the NE
multispecies Special Management
Programs for FY 2012-2014. Special
Management Programs are designed to
allow fishing for healthy stocks that can
support additional fishing effort without
undermining the other goals of the
management plan. Incidental catch
limits are specified to limit catch of
certain stocks of concern for common
pool vessels fishing in the Special
Management Programs. Because these
incidental catch limits are based on the
changed common pool allocation, they
also must be revised (Tables 5 and 6).

TABLE 5—INCIDENTAL CATCH TACS BY STOCK FOR FY 2012 (MT)

Stock

Percentage of
Sub-ACL

Final rule 2012

incidental catch Revised 2012

incidental catch TAC

GOM cod
GB yellowtail flounder
CC/GOM yellowtail flounder
SNE/MA yellowtail flounder ....
American plaice
Witch flounder
GB winter flounder
SNE/MA winter flounder ...
White hake

S CIENYS, S QIR CRRA M)
OWO=N=00Og~
wWorRrONW= D
N
~

TABLE 6—INCIDENTAL CATCH TACS FOR SPECIAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS BY STOCK FOR FY 2012 (MT)

Regular B DAS program Closed Area | hook gear Eastern U.S./Canada haddock
Stock haddock SAP SAP
ocl < :
Flré%l1rgle R%'fgd Final rule Revised Final rule Revised
2012 2012 2012 2012
GB €O ..o 0.8
GOM €COd ..o 0.81
GB yellowtail flounder ...................... 0.03
CC/GOM yellowtail flounder ... 0.3
SNE/MA yellowtail flounder .... 1.7
American plaice ................... 2.9
Witch flounder ........ 1.2
GB winter flounder ........... 0.2
SNE/MA winter flounder .. 3.0
White hake ......ccooeeeiiiiiiiieceeee 0.5

Classification

Pursuant to section 304(b)(1)(A) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Act, the NMFS
Assistant Administrator has determined
that this final rule is consistent with the
NE Multispecies FMP, other provisions
of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, and other
applicable law.

This final rule has been determined to
be not significant for purposes of
Executive Orders 12866.

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(b) and (d)(3),
we find good cause to waive prior
public notice and opportunity for public
comment on the catch limit and
allocation adjustments because notice,
comment, and a delayed effectiveness is
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest. Also, for the same reasons, we

find good cause to waive the 30-day
delay in effectiveness pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 553(d)(3), so that this final rule
may become effective upon filing.
Notice and comment are
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest. We explained the need to
adjust sector and common pool
allocations based on final sector rosters
in the proposed and final rules for
fishing year 2012 sector operations
plans and contracts. We receive no
comments on this issue. These
adjustments provide a more accurate
accounting of a sector’s or common
pool’s allocation. If this rule is not
effective immediately, the public and
the fishery will have incorrect
information on the catch limits for each

stock for sectors and the common pool.
Accurate allocations will prevent
potential adverse economic
consequences that would result from
vessels unknowingly fishing in excess of
one’s allocation. For the same reasons,
we find good cause to waive the 30-day
delay period of this rule’s effectiveness.
Delaying this rule’s effectiveness to
allow for public comment or delaying
its effectiveness for 30 days could cause
negative economic impacts to both
sectors and the common pool. A delay
keeps management measures in place
that are not based on the best available
information. If the sector and common
pool allocations are not adjusted
immediately, groundfish vessels will
operate under incorrect catch limits and
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allocations until the adjustments are
implemented. This could adversely
affect fishermen, depending on the size
of the allocation, the degree of change
in the allocation, and the catch rate of

a particular stock. Further, a delay—
either to allow comments or pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 553(d)—would potentially
impair achieving the management plan’s
objectives of preventing overfishing and
achieving optimum yield by staying
within staying within ACLs or
allocations.

Making this regulatory change
effective immediately allows harvesting
in a manner that prevents catch limits
of species from being exceeded in
fisheries that are important to coastal
communities. Until the final stock

allocations are made, the affected
fishing entities will not know how many
fish of a particular stock they can catch
without going over their ultimate limits.
Fishermen may make both short- and
long-term business decisions based on
the catch limits in a given sector or the
common pool. Any delays in adjusting
these limits may cause the affected
fishing entities to slow down, or speed
up, their fishing activities during the
interim period before this rule becomes
effective. Both of these reactions could
negatively affect the fishery and the
businesses and communities that
depend on them. The fishing industry
and the communities it supports could
be affected by potentially reducing
harvests and delaying profits. Lastly, the

catch limit and allocation adjustments
are not controversial. Therefore, it is
important to implement adjusted catch
limits and allocations as soon as
possible. For these reasons, we are
waiving the public comment period and
delay in effectiveness for this rule,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(b) and (d).

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: June 20, 2012.
Samuel D. Rauch III,

Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Regulatory Programs, National Marine
Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2012-15448 Filed 6-22—12; 8:45 am]
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