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SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this
notice announces the Rural Business-
Cooperative Service’s intention to
request an extension for a currently
approved information collection in
support of the program for Research on
Rural Cooperative Opportunities and
Problems.

DATES: Comments on this notice must be
received by December 19, 2003 to be
assured of consideration.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas H. Stafford, Director,
Cooperative Marketing Division, Rural
Business-Cooperative Service, U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA),
STOP 3252, 1400 Independence
Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250—
3252, Telephone (202) 690-0368, Fax
(202) 690-2723 or send an e-mail
message to thomas.stafford@usda.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Research on Rural Cooperative
Opportunities and Problems.

OMB Number: 0575-0028.

Expiration Date of Approval: February
29, 2004.

Type of Request: Intent to extend and
revise a currently approved information
collection.

Abstract: The mission of Rural
Business-Cooperative Service, USDA
(RBS) is to improve the quality of life in
rural America by financing community
facilities and businesses, providing
technical assistance and creating
effective strategies for rural
development. One of RBS’s direct roles
is in providing knowledge to improve
the effectiveness and performance of
farmer cooperative businesses.

This information collection is for the
purpose of responding to a solicitation
for proposals to conduct research
through cooperative agreements.
Research proposals are to be on critical
issues vital to the development and
sustainability of user-owned
cooperatives as a means of improving
the quality of life in America’s rural
communities. The availability of funds
will be announced on an annual basis.
The announcement will seek proposals
from institutions of higher education
and nonprofit organizations. The funds
will be awarded on a competitive basis
using specific selection criteria.

Estimate of Burden: Public reporting
burden for this collection of information
is estimated to range from 10 minutes to
15 hours per response.

Respondents: Not-for-profit
institutions and institutions of higher
education.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
50.

Estimated Number of Responses per
Respondent: 5.

Estimated Number of Responses: 248.

Estimated Total Annual Burden on
Respondents: 1,339.

Copies of this information collection
can be obtained from Renita Bolden,
Regulations and Paperwork
Management Branch, at (202) 692-0035.

Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of RBS, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of
RBS’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on those who are to respond, including
through the use of appropriate
automated, electronic, mechanical, or
other technological collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology. Comments may be sent to
Renita Bolden, Regulations and
Paperwork Management Branch, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Rural
Development, STOP 0742, 1400
Independence Ave. SW., Washington,
DC 20250. All responses to this notice
will be summarized and included in the
request for OMB approval. All
comments will also become a matter of
public record.

Dated: October 8, 2003.
Peter J. Thomas,

Acting Administrator, Rural Business—
Cooperative Service.

[FR Doc. 03-26417 Filed 10-17-03; 8:45 am|]
BILLING CODE 3410-XY-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 101503A]

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Applications and
Reporting Requirements for Small
Take of Marine Mammals by Specified
Activities Under the Marine Mammal
Protection Act

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing

effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13 (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before December 19,
2003.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Diana Hynek, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6625,
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Kenneth R. Hollingshead,
fishery biologist, Office of Protected
Resources, National Marine Fisheries
Service, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver
Spring, MD 20910-3225 (telephone
301-713-2055, ext 128).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
I. Abstract

The taking by harassment, injury, or
mortality of marine mammals is
prohibited by the Marine Mammal
Protection Act (MMPA) unless
exempted or authorized by permit. The
incidental-take program authorizes the
taking of marine mammals incidental to
maritime activities (military, oil
industry, oceanographic research). It is
the responsibility of the activity to
determine if it might have a “taking”
and, if it does, to apply for an
authorization. Applications are
necessary for NOAA to know that an
authorization is needed and to
determine whether authorization can be
made under the MMPA. Reporting
requirements are mandated by the
MMPA and are necessary to ensure that
determinations made in regard to the
impact on marine mammals are valid.

1I. Method of Collection

Information is supplied in response to
regulations or other guidance. No forms
are involved.

II1. Data

OMB Number: 0648—0151.

Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations; not-for-profit
institutions; Federal government; and
State, Local, or Tribal Government.
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Estimated Number of Respondents:
67.

Estimated Time Per Response: 483
hours for a request for new or the
renewal of regulations; 45 hours for an
application for Letter of Authorization
(response times vary significantly based
on the complexity of the application);
200 hours for an application for an
Incidental Harassment Authorization;
and 93-120 hours for a 90-day,
quarterly, or annual report under a
Letter of Authorization or Incidental
Harassment Authorization.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 15,912.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $24,200.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: October 14, 2003.

Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 03-26397 Filed 10-17-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 101503B]

Proposed Information Collection;

Comment Request; Shelf Rockfish
Habitat in the Southern California
Bight

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and

respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13 (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before December 19,
2003.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Diana Hynek, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6625,
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to John Harms, 2725 Montlake
Blvd E, Seattle, WA 98112, (206) 860—
3414, or john.harms@noaa.gov
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract

The Northwest Fisheries Science
Center (NWFSC) seeks to expand its
information base for shelf rockfish
within the Southern California Bight by
developing a hook and line survey. In
order to most efficiently sample the
Bight, the NWFSC is interested in
collaborating with local sport and
commercial fishermen familiar with
bocaccio and other shelf rockfish.
Specifically, the NWFSC would like to
solicit industry input on habitat and
location information (such as, latitude
and longitude for locations known to
contain shelf rockfish; the predominant
species of rockfish found at that
location; general information on the
name of the bank or reef at that location;
and the depth of the water at that
location) for shelf rockfish that will then
be directly incorporated into the design
and site selection for the resulting hook
and line study. The information
collected will be on a voluntary basis.

I1. Method of Collection

The NWFSC will develop a
questionnaire that can be distributed in
both paper and electronic formats. that
will Various means will be used to
distribute the questionnaire including
word of mouth, placing the
questionnaire on the Internet, working
through industry groups, personal
contact, etc.

II1. Data

OMB Number: None.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.

Affected Public: Individuals or
households, business or other for-profit
organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
50.

Estimated Time Per Response: 30
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 25.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $10. (Respondents who are not
able to respond electronically or by fax
would incur standard postage fees
which are not expected to exceed the
cost of a $.37 stamp.)

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: October 14, 2003.

Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 03—26398 Filed 10-17-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 101503C]

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

The Department of Commerce has
submitted to the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for clearance the
following proposal for collection of
information under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
Chapter 35).

Agency: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

Title: Subsistence Fishery for Pacific
Halibut on Waters Off Alaska:
Registration and Marking of Gear.
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