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Endangered Species Act (ESA)

Under section 7 of the ESA, NMFS
has begun consultation on the proposed
issuance of an IHA under section
101(a)(5)(D) of the MMPA for this
activity. Consultation will be concluded
prior to the issuance of an THA.

National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA)

The NSF has prepared an
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
two Mid-Atlantic surveys. NMFS is
reviewing this EA and will either adopt
it or prepare its own NEPA document
before making a determination on the
issuance of an IHA. A copy of the NSF
EA for this activity is available upon
request (see ADDRESSES).

Preliminary Conclusions

NMFS has preliminarily determined
that the impact of conducting two
seismic surveys in the Mid-Atlantic
Ocean will result, at worst, in a
temporary modification in behavior by
certain species of marine mammals.
This activity is expected to result in no
more than a negligible impact on the
affected species.

While the number of potential
incidental harassment takes will depend
on the distribution and abundance of
marine mammals in the vicinity of the
survey activity, the number of potential
harassment takings is estimated to be
small. In addition, no take by injury
and/or death is anticipated, and the
potential for temporary or permanent
hearing impairment is low and will be
avoided through the incorporation of
the mitigation measures mentioned in
this document. In addition, the
proposed seismic program is not
expected to interfere with any
subsistence hunts, since operations in
the whaling and sealing areas will be
limited.

Proposed Authorization

NMFS proposes to issue an IHA to
LDEO for conducting two seismic
surveys in the Mid-Atlantic Ocean,
provided the previously mentioned
mitigation, monitoring, and reporting
requirements are incorporated. NMFS
has preliminarily determined that the
proposed activity would result in the
harassment of small numbers of marine
mammals; would have no more than a
negligible impact on the affected marine
mammal stocks; and would not have an
unmitigable adverse impact on the
availability of stocks for subsistence
uses.

Information Solicited
NMFS requests interested persons to
submit comments and information
concerning this request (see ADDRESSES).
Dated: September 11, 2003.
Laurie K. Allen,

Acting Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03-23766 Filed 9-16—-03; 8:45 am]
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Marine Mammals; File No. 358-1585-04
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Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Issuance of permit amendment.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game, P.O. Box 25526, Juneau, Alaska
99802-5526 [Principal Investigator:
Robert Small, Ph.D.] has been issued an
amendment to scientific research Permit
No. 358-1585-02 as amended by a
minor change [No. -03].

ADDRESSES: The amendment and related
documents are available for review
upon written request or by appointment
in the following office(s):

Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301)713-2289; fax (301)713—0376; and

Assistant Regional Administrator for
Protected Resources, Alaska Region,
NMFS, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK
99802-1668; phone (907)586-7235; fax
(907)586-7012.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Ruth Johnson or Carrie Hubard,
(301)713-2289.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On June 7,
2003, notice was published in the
Federal Register (68 FR 33477) that an
amendment of Permit No. 3581585,
issued September 30, 2002 (67 FR
64098), had been requested by the
above-named organization. The
requested amendment has been granted
under the authority of the Marine
Mammal Protection Act of 1972, as
amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) and
the Regulations Governing the Taking
and Importing of Marine Mammals (50
CFR part 216).

The amendment authorizes the
Holder to conduct additional activities
on harbor seals that include:

permanently marking females that
receive implanted VHF transmitters to
enable identification from a distance
without further disturbance to
determine if female has a pup; applying
a Passive Integrated Transponder (PIT)
tag to identify recaptured individuals to
assess change in health or contaminant
loads over time; using ultrsound to
diagnose pregnancy and reproductive
condition of females; attaching a sonic
tag for realtime tracking of foraging
behavior while simultaneously
conducting acoustical surveys of prey
availability; and attaching an
Underwater Timed Picture Recorder
(UTPR) with Time Depth Recorder to
view prey selection and readily
calculate pursuit and handling times.

Dated: September 9, 2003.
Stephen L. Leathery,
Chief, Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03—23765 Filed 9-16-03; 8:45 am]
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Notice of availability of a draft regional
restoration plan

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of Availability of a Draft
Regional Restoration Plan: Region 2, for
the Louisiana Regional Restoration
Planning Program.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that a
document entitled, “Draft Louisiana
Regional Restoration Plan: Region 2" is
available for public review and
comment. This document has been
prepared by the state and federal natural
resource trustee agencies (National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA); U.S.
Department of the Interior (DOI);
Louisiana Oil Spill Coordinator’s Office
(LOSCO); and Louisiana Departments of
Environmental Quality (LDEQ); Natural
Resources (LDNR); and Wildlife and
Fisheries (LDWF)) to address natural
resource injuries resulting from
discharges of oil in Region 2 of the State
of Louisiana.

The draft Region 2 Restoration Plan
(RRP-2) is the first of nine regional
plans being prepared under the
statewide Louisiana Regional
Restoration Planning Program (RRP
Program) developed by NOAA, DOI and
the State of Louisiana. The purposes of
the RRP Program include expediting
restoration of natural resources injured
by oil spills and reducing the cost of
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natural resource damage assessments
(NRDA)—the process by which trustee
agencies assess and restore resources
injured by oil spills.

The trustees are seeking public
comment on the draft RRP-2. Public
comments on the Plan will be accepted
during the thirty (30) day public
comment. Opportunities for public
comment on the statewide program are
provided through public review and
comment on documents contained in
the Administrative Record maintained
at the locations listed at the end of this
Notice.

DATES: Comments on the “Draft
Louisiana Regional Restoration Plan:
Region 2” must be submitted in writing
by October 23, 2003.

ADDRESSES: Requests for copies of the
“Draft Louisiana Regional Restoration
Plan: Region 2”, as well as written
comments, should be sent to William
Conner, Chief, NOAA/Damage
Assessment Center, 1305 East-West
Highway, SSMC #4, 10th floor, Silver
Spring, MD 20910; fax number 301/713—
4389; e-mail address:
William.Conner@noaa.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
further information, contact William
Conner at 301/713-3038 ext. 190, or at
William.Conner@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Louisiana’s economy is based, in part,
on the state’s vast natural resources.
Both renewable (hunting, fishing, forest
products) and nonrenewable (cultural,
oil, natural gas) resources are important,
and the industries associated with each
have coexisted for years. Although
Louisiana’s oil and gas industry tries to
avoid adverse impacts on renewable
natural resources, injuries do occur as a
result of oil spill incidents. The impact
of these incidents on fish, wildlife and
the environment can be significant and
adversely affect the industries and
communities depending on natural
resources for commerce and recreation.
Federal and state natural resource
trustees have developed the first
statewide comprehensive Regional
Restoration Planning Program to assist
the natural resource trustees in carrying
out their responsibilities to restore the
natural resources that have been injured
by oil spills. The goal of this planning
effort was to establish a statewide
program that would: expedite and
reduce the cost of the NRDA process;
increase predictability by describing in
detail the NRDA process; and increase
restoration of lost natural resources and
services by expediting resolution of
claims. The statewide Program describes
a number of additional case settlement
alternatives that will assist the trustees

and Responsible Parties in negotiations
to resolve Responsible Party liabilities
for incidents. These settlement
alternatives generally represent different
ways of resolving liability from an
incident under one or the other (or both)
of the two usual options: Responsible
Party implemented restoration, or
Responsible Party cash settlement and
trustee implemented restoration.

The Louisiana Regional Restoration
Planning Program divides the state into
nine regions. For each region, a Regional
Restoration Plan will be developed that
identifies: resources which could
potentially be injured by incidents;
appropriate restoration types to restore
those resources; and available
restoration projects for each of the
restoration types.

The draft RRP-2 covers an area of
southwest Louisiana, including all or
part of the following parishes:
Ascension, Assumption, Jefferson,
Lafourche, Orleans, Plaquemines, St.
Bernard, St. Charles, St. James, and St.
John the Baptist. The predominant
habitats in this region are coastal
herbaceous wetlands, oyster reefs, and
coastal forested wetlands. One of the
key features of the draft RRP-2 is the
unit restoration costs determined for
these habitats. The unit costs, developed
to facilitate cash settlements, include all
costs to conduct the project planning,
engineering and design, land rights,
permitting, implementation, monitoring,
operations and maintenance,
contingencies, and trustee oversight. To
keep the costs as accurate as possible, it
is anticipated that they will be
periodically reviewed and updated as
new data become available. Any
changes made to the estimates will be
made available for public review and
comment.

The natural resource trustees (NOAA,
DOI, LOSCO, LDEQ, LDNR, LDWF) are
designated pursuant to 33 U.S.C.
2706(c), Executive Order 12777, and the
National Contingency Plan, 40 CFR
300.600 and 300.605. Pursuant to La.
Rev. Stat. 30:2460, the State of
Louisiana Oil Spill Contingency Plan
(September 1995) describes the state
trust resources to include the following:
vegetated wetlands, surface waters,
ground waters, air, soil, wildlife, aquatic
life, and the appropriate habitats on
which they depend. DOI has been
designated as trustee for the natural
resources that it manages or controls.
Examples of those resources are
described in the National Contingency
Plan, 40 CFR 300.600(b)(2) and (3),
include the following and their
supporting ecosystems: migratory birds,
anadromous fish, endangered species
and marine mammals, federally owned

minerals, certain federally managed
water resources, and natural resources
located on, over, or under land
administered by DOL NOAA’s trust
resources include, but are not limited to:
commercial and recreational fish
species, anadromous and catadromous
fish species, marshes and other coastal
habitats, marine mammals, and
endangered and threatened marine
species.

Pursuant to 15 CFR 990.56, the
natural resource trustees are authorized
to develop regional restoration plans as
part of Oil Pollution Act’s mandate for
the trustees to restore, rehabilitate,
replace, or acquire the equivalent of
natural resources and services injured
by oil spill incidents and to compensate
for interim losses of such resources and
services.

The Administrative Record for the
statewide program and RRP-2 is being
maintained at: (1) NOAA Damage
Assessment Center, SSMC #4, 1305
East-West Highway, Silver Spring,
Maryland 20910-3281; (2) Louisiana Oil
Spill Coordinator’s Office, Suite 405,
150 Third Street, Baton Rouge, LA,
7081; and (3) http://
www.darp.noaa.gov/seregion/
larrpar.htm.

The Record includes documents that
the trustees relied upon during the
development of the Draft Louisiana
Regional Restoration Plan: Region 2.
Pursuant to 15 CFR 990.23 & 990.56, the
trustees sought public involvement in
developing the Draft Louisiana Regional
Restoration Plan: Region 2, through
public review and comment of the
documents contained in the Record, as
well as through publication of the
“Louisiana Regional Restoration
Planning Program/Draft Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement”.
Further, opportunity for public review
will become available when the
Louisiana Regional Restoration Planning
Program/Final Environmental Impact
Statement is prepared.

Dated: September 11, 2003.
Richard W. Spinrad,

Assistant Administrator for Ocean Services
and Coastal Zone Management, National
Ocean Service.

[FR Doc. 03—23697 Filed 9-16-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-JE-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Office of the Secretary
Defense Science Board

AGENCY: Department of Defense.
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