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ACTION: Preparation of an environmental
assessment.

SUMMARY: MMS is preparing an
environmental assessment (EA) to
examine the potential effects on the
marine and coastal environments of
using sand from Ship Shoal, a sand
shoal located approximately 10 miles
south of Isle Dernieres, offshore the
central coast of Louisiana. Geological
and geophysical studies of Ship Shoal
have determined that the shoal’s sand is
an ideal source of material to place on
the rapidly eroding Louisiana barrier
islands. Several coastal restoration and
storm protection projects that propose to
use sand from Ship Shoal are already in
the planning stages. The Louisiana
Department of Natural Resources
(LDNR), the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), and the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) are
assisting during development of the EA.
We will publish an announcement in
the Federal Register when the EA has
been completed and is available to the
public.

Public Comment: MMS requests
interested parties to submit comments
specific to the environmental issues
related to the removal of sand resources
from Ship Shoal. Comments should be
sent to Chief, Leasing Division, Minerals
Management Service, 381 Elden Street,
Mail Stop 4030, Herndon, Virginia
20170. In addition, comments may be
sent by e-mail to
barry.drucker@mms.gov. Your
comments should be submitted on or
before July 1, 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.:
Minerals Management Service, Leasing
Division, Sand and Gravel Unit, 381
Elden Street, Mail Stop 4030, Herndon,
Virginia 20170, Mr. Barry Drucker,
telephone (703) 787-1296, e-mail:
barry.drucker@mms.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Louisiana’s coastal land loss problem
continues at a rate of more than 30
square miles per year severely affecting
the storm buffering capacity and the
protection that nearshore barrier islands
provide to human populations, oil and
gas infrastructure, inland bays,
estuaries, and wetlands. The bays
inshore of the islands are huge estuaries
where freshwater and saltwater mix and
most of Louisiana’s commercial and
recreational fish depend on them during
parts of their life cycle. Without barrier
islands, coastal fisheries will experience
significant adverse impacts. The entire
Isle Dernieres chain in offshore central
Louisiana, a critical component of the
Louisiana barrier island system, is
projected to be lost by the year 2010. A

study by the Coastal Wetlands Planning,
Protection and Restoration Act task
force recommended returning Isles
Dernieres and the Timbalier Islands to
1992 conditions (pre-Hurricane
Andrew), which would require adding
sand to build them to a width of about
1,230 feet wide and 8-9 feet above sea
level. The current overall strategy is to
restore the island chains to a condition
suitable for providing coastal protection
and for maintaining the integrity of the
estuarine system.

Geological and geophysical studies of
Ship Shoal indicate that very significant
similarities exist among the properties
of Ship Shoal and the nearby barrier
islands. Ship Shoal sand is considered
ideal material for use in restoration and
nourishment projects along the
Louisiana coast within the Terrebonne
and Barataria Basins. Resource estimates
for the volumes of sand comprising the
Ship Shoal structure are 1.2 billion
cubic meters.

MMS has already been notified by
LDNR and EPA that they will seek
leases for the use of Ship Shoal sand for
planned projects at Whiskey Island and
New Cut, Louisiana. In addition,
USACE is considering using Ship Shoal
sand as a base for the levee system for
the Morganza to the Gulf Hurricane
Protection Project. Besides these efforts,
MMS anticipates that Ship Shoal will
serve as a long-term source of material
for further Louisiana coastal restoration
efforts well into the future.

Public Law 103—-426, enacted October
31, 1994, gave MMS the authority to
convey, on a noncompetitive basis, the
rights to Federal sand, gravel, or shell
resources for shore protection, beach or
wetlands restoration projects, or for use
in construction projects funded in
whole or in part by or authorized by the
Federal Government.

Dated: May 12, 2003.
Thomas A. Readinger,

Associate Director for Offshore Minerals
Management.

[FR Doc. 03-13957 Filed 6—-3-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-MR-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Minerals Management Service

Outer Continental Shelf, Central
Planning Area, Oil and Gas Lease Sale
190 (2004)

AGENCY: Minerals Management Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Preparation of an Environmental
Assessment.

SUMMARY: The Minerals Management
Service (MMS) is beginning preparation
of an environmental assessment (EA) for
proposed Lease Sale 190 (scheduled for
March 2004) in the Central Planning
Area (CPA) of the Gulf of Mexico
(GOM). The preparation of this EA is the
first step in the decision process for
Lease Sale 190. The proposal and
alternatives for Lease Sale 190 were
identified by the Director of MMS in
January 2002 following the Call for
Information and Nominations/Notice of
Intent to Prepare an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) and were
analyzed in the Final Environmental
Impact Statement for Proposed Central
Gulf of Mexico OCS Oil and Gas Lease
Sales 185, 190, 194, 198, and 201, and
Proposed Western Gulf of Mexico OCS
Oil and Gas Lease Sales 187, 192, 196,
and 200 (Final EIS). A CPA proposed
action analyzed in the Final EIS was the
offering of all available unleased acreage
in the CPA. Three alternatives were
analyzed: exclude blocks within 15
miles of Baldwin County, Alabama,
coast; exclude blocks near biologically
sensitive topographic features; and
cancel the lease sale. The analysis in the
EA will reexamine the potential
environmental effects of the proposed
action and its alternatives based on any
new information regarding potential
impacts and issues that were not
available at the time the Final EIS was
prepared.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Minerals Management Service, Gulf of
Mexico OCS Region, 1201 Elmwood
Park Boulevard, New Orleans, Louisiana
70123-2394, Mr. Joseph Christopher,
telephone (504) 736-2774.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In
November 2002, MMS prepared a Final
EIS, which addressed nine proposed
Federal actions that offer for lease areas
on the GOM OCS that may contain
economically recoverable oil and gas
resources. Federal regulations allow for
several related or similar proposals to be
analyzed in one EIS (40 CFR 1502.4).
Since each proposed lease sale and its
projected activities are very similar each
year for each planning area, a single EIS
was prepared for the nine CPA and
Western Planning Area (WPA) lease
sales scheduled in the Outer
Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing
Program: 2002-2007 (the 5-Year
Program). Under the 5-Year Program,
five annual areawide lease sales are
scheduled for the CPA (Lease Sales 185,
190, 194, 198, and 201) and five annual
areawide lease sales are scheduled for
the WPA (Lease Sales 184, 187, 192,
196, and 200). Lease Sale 184 was not
addressed in the Final EIS; a separate
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EA was prepared for that proposal. The
Final EIS addressed CPA Lease Sales
185, 190, 194, 198, and 201 scheduled
for 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, and 2007,
respectively, and WPA Lease Sales 187,
192, 196, and 200 scheduled for 2003,
2004, 2005, and 2006, respectively.
Although the Final EIS addresses nine
proposed lease sales, at the completion
of the EIS process, decisions were made
only for proposed CPA Lease Sale 185
and proposed WPA Lease Sale 187. In
the year prior to each subsequent
proposed lease sale, an additional
National Environmental Policy Act
review will be conducted to address any
new information relevant to that
proposed action. After completion of the
EA, MMS will determine whether to
prepare a Finding of No New Significant
Impact (FONNSI) or a Supplemental
EIS. The MMS will then prepare and
send Consistency Determinations (CD’s)
to the affected States to determine
whether Lease Sale 190 is consistent
with their Federally-approved State
coastal zone management programs.
Finally, MMS will solicit comments via
the Proposed Notice of Sale (PNOS)
from the governors of affected States on
the size, timing, and location of Lease
Sale 190. The tentative schedule for the
prelease decision process for Lease Sale
190 is: EA FONNSI or Supplemental EIS
decision, October 2003; CD’s sent to
affected States, November 2003; PNOS
sent to governors of affected States,
November 2003; Final Notice of Sale
published in the Federal Register,
February 2004; and Lease Sale 190,
March 2004.

Public Comments: Federal, State, and
local government agencies, and other
interested parties are requested to send
within 30 days of this Notice’s
publication comments regarding any
new information or issues that should
be addressed in the EA to the Regional
Supervisor, Leasing and Environment
(MS 5410), Gulf of Mexico OCS Region,
Minerals Management Service, 1201
Elmwood Park Boulevard, New Orleans,
Louisiana 70123—-2394. Comments
should be enclosed in an envelope
labeled “Comments on CPA Lease Sale
190 EA.” You may also send comments
to the MMS e-mail address:
environment@mms.gov. Comments,
including the names and home
addresses of respondents, will be made
available for public review during
regular business hours. You may request
that your name, home address, or both
be withheld from the public record by
stating so at the beginning of your
submission. The MMS will honor such
a request to the extent allowable by law.
All comments submitted by

organizations and businesses or by
individuals identifying themselves as
representatives of organizations and
businesses will be made available for
inspection in their entirety. Anonymous
comments will not be considered. To
obtain single copies of the Final EIS,
you may contact the Minerals
Management Service, Gulf of Mexico
OCS Region, Attention: Public
Information Office (MS 5034), 1201
Elmwood Park Boulevard, Room 114,
New Orleans, Louisiana 70123-2394 (1—
800—-200-GULF). You may also view the
Final EIS or check the list of libraries
that have copies of the Final EIS and
their locations on the MMS Web site at
http://www.gomr.mms.gov.

Dated: April 23, 2003.
Charles J. Schoennagel, Jr.,
Deputy Regional Director, Gulf of Mexico OCS
Region.
[FR Doc. 03-13960 Filed 6—3—-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-MR—P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Minerals Management Service

Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Civil/
Criminal Penalties

AGENCY: Minerals Management Service
(MMS), Interior.

ACTION: Notice summarizing OCS civil

penalties paid, January 1, 2003 through
December 31, 2003.

SUMMARY: This notice provides a listing
of civil penalties paid January 1, 2002
through December 31, 2002, for
violations of the OCS Lands Act. The
purpose of publishing the penalties
summary is to provide information to
the public on violations of special
concern in OCS operations and to
provide an additional incentive for safe
and environmentally sound operations.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Doug Slitor (Program Coordinator),
Safety and Enforcement Branch,
Engineering and Operations Division,
(703) 787-1030.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Oil
Pollution Act of 1990 (OPA 90)
strengthened section 24 of the OCS
Lands Act Amendments of 1978.
Subtitle B of OPA 90, titled ‘‘Penalties,”
increased the amount of the civil
penalty from a maximum of $10,000 to
a maximum of $25,000 per violation for
each day of noncompliance. More
importantly, in cases where a failure to
comply with applicable regulations
constitutes or constituted a threat of
serious, irreparable, or immediate harm
or damage to life (including fish and
other aquatic life); property; any mineral

deposit; or the marine, coastal, or
human environment; OPA 90 provided
the Secretary of the Interior (Secretary)
with the authority to assess a civil
penalty without regard to the
requirement of expiration of a period of
time allowed for corrective action.

On August 8, 1997 (62 FR 42668),
MMS published new regulations
implementing the civil penalty
provisions of the OCS Lands Act.
Written in “plain English,” the new
question-and-answer format provides a
better understanding of the OCS civil
penalty process. In addition, the
provisions of the OPA 90 require the
Secretary to adjust the maximum civil
penalty to reflect any increases in the
Consumer Price Index. The new rule
increased the maximum civil penalty to
$25,000 per day, per violation. Please
note, subsequent to publishing the new
regulations, MMS made several
corrections and amendments, including
the appeals procedures. These were
published at 63 FR 42711, 8/11/98; 64
FR 9066, 2/24/99; 62 FR 9065, 2/24/99,
and 64 FR 26257, 5/13/99.

Between August 18, 1990, and
January 2003, MMS initiated 450 civil
penalty reviews. Operators have paid
341 civil penalties for a total of
$9,353,342 in fines. Sixty-two cases
were dismissed, 5 cases were merged,
and 44 are under review.

On September 1, 1997, the Associate
Director of Offshore Minerals
Management issued a notice informing
lessees and operators of Federal oil, gas,
and sulphur leases on the OCS that
MMS will annually publish a summary
of OGS civil penalties paid. The annual
summary will highlight the identity of
the party, the regulation violated, and
the amount paid. The following table
provides a listing of the penalties paid
between January 1, 2002, and December
31, 2002. Please note that the MMS
published a direct final rule (5/29/98, 63
FR 29477) that renumbers each section
in 30 CFR part 250. A quarterly update
of the list, along with additional
information related to the renumbering
of the regulations, is posted on the MMS
worldwide web home page, http://
WWW.mms.gov.

OCS Civil/Criminal Penalties Program

The goal of the MMS OCS Civil/
Criminal Penalties Program is to assure
safe and clean operations on the OCS.
Through the pursuit, assessment, and
collection of civil penalties and referrals
for the consideration of criminal
penalties, the program is designed to
encourage compliance with OCS
statutes and regulations.

The following acronyms are used in
this table:
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