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mutated KIT protein, whereby the 
activity level of KIT in the cell is 
reduced. The invention may prove to be 
useful for treating diseases such as 
mastocytosis, gastrointestinal stromal 
tumors (GIST), mast cell leukemia, 
myelogenenous leukemia, and testicular 
cancer, all of which are associated with 
mutations in the c-KIT proto-oncogene. 

Recombinant Vaccinia Viruses 
Expressing IL–15 and Methods of Using 
the Same 

Liyanage Perera et al. (NCI) 

Serial No. 60/433,703 filed 16 Dec 2002 
Licensing Contact: Jonathan Dixon; 301/
435–5559; dixonj@od.nih.gov.

Vaccinia-based vaccines have a 
proven record of being effective 
vaccines in humans as well as in 
animals. However, accumulating 
evidence reveals the need for 
technology to improve the immune 
responses such vaccines generate. 

The present invention discloses 
recombinant vaccinia viruses capable of 
expressing interleukin 15 (IL–15), and 
methods for modulating immune 
responses using such viruses. This 
invention shows that by inserting the 
human IL–15 gene into the vaccinia 
genome, more effective vaccines can be 
generated against infectious agents and 
cancer. Currently, IL–2 has been 
approved by the FDA for use in the 
treatment of patients with metastatic 
renal cell carcinoma or with metastatic 
melanoma. It has been used as a 
component of cancer vaccines and in 
various approaches for the treatment of 
AIDS. However, administration of IL–2 
is associated with activation-induced 
cell death (AICD), and may lead to death 
of T-cells that recognize the antigens 
expressed in the tumor cells. Thus, IL–
15 may be a superior agent in the 
treatment of cancer, or as a component 
of a vaccine directed towards cancer or 
infectious agents. Co-delivery of IL–15 
with antigens during the immunization 
process, according to the current 
invention, leads to induction of CD8+ 
memory T cells that proliferate more 
effectively in vivo and persist much 
longer in the immunized individual in 
addition to enhancing the levels and 
persistence of antigen specific 
antibodies thus providing substantially 
longer lasting cellular and humoral 
immunity. 

This invention has the potential to be 
used in a variety of ways, including: (i) 
An improved, more efficacious vaccine 
candidate for smallpox, (ii) for 
incorporation into existing vaccinia 
based vaccines to enhance and confer 
superior long lasting immune response 
to viral and cancer antigens, or (iii) as 

a valuable source material for IL–15 
production, especially should IL–15 be 
proven as an alternate of more 
efficacious cytokine than IL–2. 

This research has been described, in 
part, in Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci USA 2003 
Mar 18; 100(6):3392–3397. 

DNA-Binding Polyamide Drug 
Conjugates 

Zoltan Szekely, Humcha K. 
Hariprakasha, Marek W. Cholody, 
Christopher J. Michejda (NCI) 

DHHS Reference No. E–060–2002/2–
PCT–01 filed 27 Feb 2003 (PCT/US03/
06006) 

Licensing Contact: George Pipia; 301/
435–5560; pipiag@od.nih.gov.

Many current anti-cancer drugs have 
the DNA of cancer cells as their 
principal target. However, in most 
instances, the drugs are not selective 
and are plagued by toxicities, which are 
frequently dose limiting. The present 
invention seeks to enhance anti-tumor 
selectivity and decrease unspecific 
toxicity. It has been known that various 
polyamides can target the minor groove 
of DNA, and rules have been devised to 
ascertain the sequence-reading 
properties of the component residues of 
the polyamide chain. The present 
invention utilizes sequence-selective 
polyamide technology together with 
groups that modify DNA, either by 
sequence-selective alkylation or strand 
cleavage. The DNA-modifying moieties 
that are used for this purpose are novel 
derivatives based on the 
cyclopropylbenzindole (CBI) core 
structure. These compounds alkylate the 
DNA only when bound into the minor 
groove, and they provide some DNA-
sequence recognizing capability of their 
own. The DNA-modifying agents are 
either embedded in the polyamide chain 
as components of the chain or are 
located at the termini. These 
compounds are highly toxic to cancer 
cells that over-express a targeted DNA 
sequence (e.g. the c-Myc oncogene 
promoter sequence) and are much less 
toxic to non-cancerous tissue. The 
compounds of the present invention 
represent a novel method for targeting 
DNA of cancer cells. 

SH2 Domain Binding Inhibitors 

Terrence R. Burke, Jr., et al. (NCI) 

DHHS Reference No. E–262–2000/1 
filed 28 Jun 2002 

Licensing Contact: George Pipia; 301/
435–5560; pipia@od.nih.gov.

Signal transduction processes 
underlie the transfer of extracellular 
information to the interior of the cell 

and ultimately to the nucleus. A variety 
of signal transduction processes are 
critical for normal cellular homeostasis, 
with protein-tyrosine kinases (PTKs) 
playing central roles in many of these 
pathways. Examples of such PTKs 
include the PDGF receptor, the FGF 
receptor, the HGF receptor, members of 
the EGF receptor family, such as the 
EGF receptor, erb-B2, erb-B3 and erb-B4, 
the src kinase family, Fak kinase and the 
Jak kinase family. Protein-tyrosine 
phosphorylation that results from the 
action of PTKs can modulate the activity 
of certain target enzymes as well as 
facilitate the formation of specific multi-
protein signaling complexes through the 
actions of homologous protein modules 
termed Src homology 2 (SH2) domains, 
which recognize specific 
phosphotyrosyl containging sequences. 
A malfunction in this system through 
tyrosine kinase overexpression and/or 
deregulation can be manifested by 
various oncogenic and 
hyperproliferative disorders, including 
cancers, inflammation, autoimmune 
disease, hyperproliferative skin 
disorders, psoriasis and allergy/asthma, 
etc. The disclosed compounds, e.g. 
peptides, preferably, macrocyclic 
peptides, are Grb2 SH2 domain 
signaling antagonists with enhanced 
binding affinity. The claims of the 
current application are directed to 
compositions of matter and methods of 
use which provide for the diagnosis, 
testing and treatment of the 
aforementioned disease states.

Dated: May 7, 2003. 
Steven M. Ferguson, 
Acting Director, Division of Technology 
Development and Transfer, Office of 
Technology Transfer, National Institutes of 
Health.
[FR Doc. 03–12102 Filed 5–14–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4140–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

National Institutes of Health 

National Cancer Institute; Notice of 
Closed Meeting 

Pursuant to section 10(d) of the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as 
amended (5 U.S.C. Appendix 2), notice 
is hereby given of the following 
meeting. 

The meeting will be closed to the 
public in accordance with the 
provisions set forth in sections 
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C., 
as amended. The grant applications and 
the discussions could disclose 
confidential trade secrets or commercial 
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property such as patentable material, 
and personal information concerning 
individuals associated with the grant 
applications, the disclosure of which 
would constitute a clearly unwarranted 
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: National Cancer 
Institute Special Emphasis Panel; Rebuilding 
Immunity for Survival. 

Date: May 22–23, 2003. 
Time: 7 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Agenda: To review and evaluate grant 

applications. 
Place: Wyndham City Center, 1143 New 

Hampshire Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 
20037. 

Contact Person: William D. Merritt, PhD, 
Scientific Review Administrator, Grants 
Review Branch, National Cancer Institute, 
National Institutes of Health, 6116 Executive 
Boulevard, Room 8034, MSC 8328, Bethesda, 
MD 20892–8328, 301–496–9767. 

This notice is being published less than 15 
days prior to the meeting due to the timing 
limitations imposed by the review and 
funding cycle.
(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Program Nos. 93.392, Cancer Construction; 
93.393, Cancer Cause and Prevention 
Research; 93.394, Cancer Detection and 
Diagnosis Research; 93.395, Cancer 
Treatment Research; 93.396, Cancer Biology 
Research; 93.397, Cancer Centers Support; 
93.398, Cancer Research Manpower; 93.399, 
Cancer Control, National Institutes of Health, 
HHS)

Dated: May 5, 2003. 
Anna P. Snouffer, 
Acting Director, Office of Federal Advisory 
Committee Policy.
[FR Doc. 03–11714 Filed 5–14–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4140–01–M

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

National Institutes of Health 

National Cancer Institute; Notice of 
Meeting 

Pursuant to section 10(d) of the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as 
amended (5 U.S.C. Appendix 2), notice 
is hereby given of the meeting of the 
National Cancer Advisory Board. 

The meeting will be open to the 
public as indicated below, with 
attendance limited to space available. 
Individuals who plan to attend and 
need special assistance, such as sign 
language interpretation or other 
reasonable accommodations, should 
notify the Contact Person listed below 
in advance of the meeting. 

A portion of the meeting will be 
closed to the public in accordance with 
the provisions set forth in sections 
552b(c)(4), and 552b(6), as amended. 
The grant applications and the 

discussions could disclose confidential 
trade secrets or commercial property 
such as patentable material, and 
personal information concerning 
individuals associated with the grant 
applications, the disclosure of which 
would constitute a clearly unwarranted 
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: National Cancer 
Advisory Board. 

Dates: June 10, 2003. 
Open: June 10, 2003, 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Agenda: Program reports and 

presentations; Business of the Board. 
Place: National Cancer Institute, 9000 

Rockville Pike, Building 31, C Wing, 6th 
Floor, Conference Room 10, Bethesda, MD 
20892. 

Contact: Dr. Paulette S. Gray, Acting 
Executive Secretary, National Cancer 
Institute, National Institutes of Health, 6116 
Executive Boulevard, 8th Floor, Room 8141, 
Bethesda, MD 20892, (301) 496–4218.

Name of Committee: National Cancer 
Advisory Board, Ad Hoc Subcommittee on 
Confidentiality of Patient Data. 

Open: June 10, 2003, 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. 
Agenda: To discuss activities related to the 

Ad Hoc subcommittee on Confidentiality of 
Patient Data. 

Place: National Cancer Institute, 9000 
Rockville Pike, Building 31, C Wing, 6th 
Floor, Conference Room 10, Bethesda, MD 
20892. 

Contact Person: Ms. Mary McCabe, 
Executive Secretary, Ad Hoc Subcommittee 
on Confidentiality of Patient Data, National 
Cancer Institute, National Institutes of 
Health, 9000 Rockville Pike, Building 31, 
Room 3A44, Bethesda, MD 20892, (301) 496–
6404.

Name of Committee: National Cancer 
Advisory Board, Subcommittee on Clinical 
Investigations. 

Open: June 10, 2003, 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. 
Agenda: To discuss activities related to the 

Subcommittee on Clinical Investigations. 
Place: National Cancer Institute, 9000 

Rockville Pike, Building 31, C Wing, 6th 
Floor, Conference Room 8, Bethesda, MD 
20892. 

Contact Person: Dr. Ellen Feigal, Executive 
Secretary, Subcommittee on Clinical 
Investigations, National Cancer Institute, 
National Institutes of Health, 9000 Rockville 
Pike, Building 31, Room 3A44, Bethesda, MD 
20892, (301) 496–4291.

Name of Committee: National Cancer 
Advisory Board.

Open: June 10, 2003, 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
Agenda: Program reports and 

presentations; Business of the Board. 
Place: National Cancer Institute, 9000 

Rockville Pike, Building 31, C Wing, 6th 
Floor, Conference Room 10, Bethesda, MD 
20892. 

Contact: Dr. Paulette S. Gray, Acting 
Executive Secretary, National Cancer 
Institute, National Institutes of Health, 6116 
Executive Boulevard, 8th Floor, Room 8141, 
Bethesda, MD 20892, (301) 496–4218.

Name of Committee: National Cancer 
Advisory Board, Subcommittee on Planning 
and Budget. 

Open: June 10, 2003, 2 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. 
Agenda: Bypass Budget Update. 
Place: National Cancer Institute, 9000 

Rockville Pike, Building 31, C Wing, 6th 
Floor, Conference Room 10, Bethesda, MD 
20892. 

Contact Person: Ms. Cherie Nichols, 
Executive Secretary, Subcommittee on 
Planning and Budget, National Cancer 
Institute, National Institutes of Health, 9000 
Rockville Pike, Building 31, Room 11A03, 
Bethesda, MD 20892, (301) 496–5515.

Name of Committee: National Cancer 
Advisory Board. 

Open: June 10, 2003, 2:45 p.m. to 4:25 p.m. 
Agenda: Program reports and 

presentations; Business of the Board. 
Place: National Cancer Institute, 9000 

Rockville Pike, Building 31, C Wing, 6th 
Floor, Conference Room 10, Bethesda, MD 
20892. 

Contact Person: Dr. Paulette S. Gray, 
Acting Executive Secretary, National Cancer 
Institute, National Institutes of Health, 6116 
Executive Boulevard, 8th Floor, room 8141, 
Bethesda, MD 20892, (301) 496–4218.

Name of Committee: National Cancer 
Advisory Board, 

Closed: June 10, 2003, 4:25 p.m. to 
Adjournment. 

Agenda: Review of grant applications. 
Contact Person: Dr. Paulette S. Gray, 

Acting Executive Secretary, National Cancer 
Institute, National Institutes of Health, 6116 
Executive Boulevard, 8th Floor, Room 8141, 
Bethesda, MD 20892, (301) 496–4218.

Any interested person may file 
written comments with the committee 
by forwarding the statement to the 
Contact Person listed on this notice. The 
statement should include the name, 
address, telephone number and when 
applicable, the business or professional 
affiliation of the interested person. 

In the interest of security, NIH has 
instituted stringent procedures for 
entrance into the building by non-
government employees. Persons without 
a government I.D. will need to show a 
photo I.D. and sign-in at the security 
desk upon entering the building. 

Information is also available on the 
Institute’s/Center’s home page: http://
deainfo.nci.nih.gov/advisory/ncab.htm, 
where an agenda and any additional 
information for the meeting will be 
posted when available.

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Program Nos. 93.392, Cancer Construction; 
93.393, Cancer Cause and Prevention 
Research; 93.394, Cancer Detection and 
Diagnosis Research; 93.395, Cancer 
Treatment Research; 93.396. Cancer Biology 
Research; 93.397, Cancer Centers Support, 
93.398, Cancer Research Manpower; 93.399, 
Cancer Control, National Institutes of Health, 
HHS)
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