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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains documents other than rules or
proposed rules that are applicable to the
public. Notices of hearings and investigations,
committee meetings, agency decisions and
rulings, delegations of authority, filing of
petitions and applications and agency
statements of organization and functions are
examples of documents appearing in this
section.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service

[Docket No. 02-027-1]

Notice of Request for Approval of an
Information Collection

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA.

ACTION: New information collection;
comment request.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this
notice announces the Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service’s intention to
initiate a new information collection
activity to support the National Animal
Health Monitoring System’s national
Dairy 2002 study.

DATES: We will consider all comments
we receive that are postmarked,
delivered, or e-mailed by July 15, 2002.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
by postal mail/commercial delivery or
by e-mail. If you use postal mail/
commercial delivery, please send four
copies of your comment (an original and
three copies) to: Docket No. 02-027-1,
Regulatory Analysis and Development,
PPD, APHIS, Station 3C71, 4700 River
Road Unit 118, Riverdale, MD 20737—
1238. Please state that your comment
refers to Docket No. 02—027-1. If you
use e-mail, address your comment to
regulations@aphis.usda.gov. Your
comment must be contained in the body
of your message; do not send attached
files. Please include your name and
address in your message and ‘“Docket
No. 02—027-1" on the subject line.

You may read any comments that we
receive on this docket in our reading
room. The reading room is located in
room 1141 of the USDA South Building,
14th Street and Independence Avenue
SW., Washington, DC. Normal reading
room hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except

holidays. To be sure someone is there to
help you, please call (202) 690-2817
before coming.

APHIS documents published in the
Federal Register, and related
information, including the names of
organizations and individuals who have
commented on APHIS dockets, are
available on the Internet at http://
www.aphis.usda.gov/ppd/rad/
webrepor.html.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
information on the national Dairy 2002
study, contact Ms. Marj Swanson,
Administrative Officer, Centers for
Epidemiology and Animal Health, VS,
APHIS, 555 S. Howes, Fort Collins, CO
80521; (970) 490-7978. For copies of
more detailed information on the
information collection, contact Mrs.
Celeste Sickles, APHIS’ Information
Collection Coordinator, at (301) 734—
7477.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: National Animal Health
Monitoring System, Dairy 2002.

OMB Number: 0579-XXXX.

Type of Request: Approval of a new
information collection.

Abstract: The United States
Department of Agriculture is
responsible for protecting the health of
our Nation’s livestock and poultry
populations by preventing the
introduction and interstate spread of
contagious, infectious, or communicable
diseases of livestock and poultry and for
eradicating such diseases from the
United States when feasible. In
connection with this mission, the
Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS) operates the National
Animal Health Monitoring System
(NAHMS), which collects, on a national
basis, statistically valid and
scientifically sound data on the
prevalence and economic importance of
livestock and poultry diseases.
Information from the studies conducted
by NAHMS is disseminated to and used
by livestock and poultry producers,
consumers, animal health officials,
private veterinary practitioners, animal
industry groups, policymakers, public
health officials, media, educational
institutions, and others to improve the
productivity and competitiveness of
U.S. agriculture.

NAHMS’ national studies have
evolved into a collaborative industry
and government initiative to help
improve product quality and to

determine the most effective means of
producing animal and poultry products.
APHIS is the only agency responsible
for collecting national data on animal
and poultry health. Participation in any
NAHMS study is voluntary, and all data
are confidential.

NAHMS will initiate a national study
titled Dairy 2002. NAHMS personnel
completed a needs assessment, which
was a collaborative effort with
producers, industry, extension
specialists, Federal and State personnel,
and university researchers. The
information gathered through the
collaborative needs assessment was
used to determine the objectives of the
study, i.e.: (1) Evaluating education
efforts to explain changes in dairy
producers’ knowledge of Johne’s disease
since the Dairy '96 study, to assess
management strategies used to prevent
Johne’s disease, including their
associated costs, and to determine the
level of producer participation in
Johne’s disease control or herd
certification programs; (2) determining
the change in prevalence of fecal
shedding in food safety pathogens from
Dairy ’96 to Dairy 2002, evaluating
management factors influencing bulk
tank milk pathogens, and estimating the
prevalence of Mycoplasma spp. in bulk
tank milk; (3) describing dairy
producers’ knowledge of foreign animal
diseases, reporting procedures, and
expected responses in the event of a
foot-and-mouth disease outbreak in the
United States (data collected will be
used to address industry concerns about
foreign animal disease detection and
control in the United States); (4)
describing biosecurity operating
procedures or plans implemented on
U.S. dairy operations, as well as the
producers’ sources of biosecurity
information; (5) describing animal waste
handling systems used on U.S. dairy
operations; and (6) describing animal
identification types and frequency of
use on U.S. dairy operations and
incentives required by producers to
increase or improve use of animal
identification.

We are asking the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) to
approve the information collection
activity for the national Dairy 2002
study.

The purpose of this notice is to solicit
comments from the public (as well as
affected agencies) concerning our
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information collection. These comments
will help us:

(1) Evaluate whether the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
Agency, including whether the
information will have practical utility;

(2) Evaluate the accuracy of our
estimate of the burden of the
information collection, including the
validity of the methodology and
assumptions used;

(3) Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

(4) Minimize the burden of the
information collection on those who are
to respond, through use, as appropriate,
of automated, electronic, mechanical,
and other collection technologies, e.g.,
permitting electronic submission of
responses.

Estimate of burden: The public
reporting burden for this collection of
information is estimated to average
0.79476502 hours per response.

Respondents: Corporate and
independent producers, private
veterinary practitioners, and State
veterinary medical officers.

Estimated annual number of
respondents: 8,405.

Estimated annual number of
responses per respondent: 1.

Estimated annual number of
responses: 8,405.

Estimated total annual burden on
respondents: 6,680 hours. (Due to
averaging, the total annual burden hours
may not equal the product of the annual
number of responses multiplied by the
reporting burden per response.)

All responses to this notice will be
summarized and included in the request
for OMB approval. All comments will
also become a matter of public record.

Done in Washington, DG, this 10th day of
May, 2002.

Peter Fernandez,

Acting Administrator, Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service.

[FR Doc. 02—12249 Filed 5-15-02; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3410-34-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service

[Docket No. 01-096-2]

Availability of an Environmental
Assessment and Finding of No
Significant Impact

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: We are advising the public
that an environmental assessment and
finding of no significant impact have
been prepared by the Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service relative to the
control of Melaleuca quinquenervia in
Florida. The environmental assessment
considers the effects of, and alternatives
to, the release of two nonindigenous
organisms, Boreioglycaspis melaleucae
and Lophryrotoma zonalis, into the
environment for use as biological
control agents to reduce the severity of
melaleuca infestations. The
environmental assessment provides a
basis for our conclusion that the
issuance of a permit for the field release
of Boreioglycaspis melaleucae into the
environment will not have a significant
impact on the quality of the human
environment. A decision has been made
not to issue a permit for the field release
Lophryrotoma zonalis at this time until
more data is obtained on the potential
for adverse effects to humans or
domestic animals. Based on its finding
of no significant impact, the Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service has
determined that an environmental
impact statement need not be prepared.
ADDRESSES: Copies of the environmental
assessment and finding of no significant
impact are available for public
inspection in our reading room. The
reading room is located in room 1141 of
the USDA South Building, 14th Street
and Independence Avenue SW.,
Washington, DC. Normal reading room
hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday, except holidays. To be
sure someone is there to help you,
please call (202) 690-2817 before
coming.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Tracy Horner, Entomologist, Permits
and Risk Assessment, PPQ, APHIS, 4700
River Road Unit 133, Riverdale, MD
20737-1228; (301) 734-5213.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: As part of
an integrated control project to reduce
the severity of Melaleuca quinquenervia
(Cav.) S.T. Blake (Myrtales: Myrtaceae)
infestations in Florida, the Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS)
has evaluated the release of two
nonindigenous organisms,
Boreioglycaspis melaleucae Moore
(Hemiptera: Psyllidae) and Lophyrotoma
zonalis Rohwer (Hymenoptera:
Pergidae), in areas affected by
melaleuca.

Melaleuca, a broad-leaf paper bark
tree native to Australia, was originally
introduced in Florida during the early
1900’s as an ornamental and was later
planted along dikes and levees for
erosion control and to convert wetlands
into productive forest lands. Over the

last four decades, it has spread
throughout southern Florida, displacing
native plant and animal species, and
threatening the stability of the Florida
Everglades ecosystem. The purpose of
the control project is to reduce the
severity of the infestations of melaleuca
throughout the affected areas.

APHIS’ current melaleuca control
project encompasses the areas known to
be infested in central and south Florida
and involves an integrated control
approach sensitive to site-specific
conditions, which may include a
combination of physical, biological,
and/or chemical controls.

In response to permit applications the
Agency received for the release of B.
melaleucae, a psyllid native to
Australia, and L. zonalis, a sawfly also
native to Australia, APHIS investigated
the use of these biological control agents
to control melaleuca in the affected
areas. Presently, there is only one
biological control agent, a
nonindigenous weevil (Oxyops vitiosa),
used to suppress melaleuca.

On December 14, 2001, we published
in the Federal Register (66 FR 64797—
64798, Docket No. 01-096—1) a notice in
which we announced the availability,
for public review and comment, of an
environmental assessment entitled
“Field Release of Two Biological
Control Agents Boreioglycaspis
melaleucae Moore (Hemiptera:
Psyllidae) and Lophyrotoma zonalis
Rohwer (Hymenoptera: Pergidae) for the
Control of Melaleuca quinquenervia
(Cav.) S.T. Blake (Myrtales: Myrtaceae)
in south Florida” (September 2001).
This environmental assessment
considers the effects of, and alternatives
to, releasing B. melaleucae and L.
zonalis into the environment as
biological control agents to reduce the
severity of melaleuca infestations in
Florida. We solicited comments on the
environmental assessment for 30 days
ending on January 14, 2002. We
received no comments by that date.

In this document, we are advising the
public of APHIS’ record of decision and
finding of no significant impact
regarding the issuance of a permit for
the field release of B. Melaleucaeq,
without conditions, for use as a
biological control agent to reduce the
severity of melaleuca infestations. A
decision has been made not to issue a
permit for the field release of L. zonalis
at this time until more data is obtained
on the potential for adverse effects to
humans or domestic animals. When
more data clarifying the potential of L.
zonalis becomes available, we will
reevaluate our decision regarding L.
zonalis with the appropriate
environmental documentation.
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