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MTC-00020179

From: Brian Summers

To: Microsoft ATR

Date: 1/24/02 1:52am
Subject: Microsoft Settlement

To whom it may concern,

I am writing in response to the proposed
settlement agreement with Microsoft in the
Anti-trust lawsuit. I want to express my
severe disappointment and outrage with the
proposed settlement agreement. This
agreement does nothing at all to Microsoft.
All it forces them to do is to follow current
law as it already is written. It does nothing
at all to remove all the power and influence
Microsoft has received by exercising its
illegal monopoly over the computer OS
industry. How can you even start to believe
that this settlement is fair for anyone outside
of Microsoft? You are basically giving them
a slap on the wrist, and saying, “Ok, we
caught you. Don’t do this again now. You can
go back to your business, but play by the
rules now.” This action is akin to catching
a major drug dealing ring, arresting them, and
then letting them go, as long as they promise
not to deal drugs again. And not only did you
let them go, you gave back all the drugs you
confiscated when you made the arrest as well
as all their drug money. Microsoft has a clear
unfair advantage over any other company in
the operating system industry. Microsoft
already received enough of the fruits of
illegally using its monopoly and has been
able to grow to what it is now because of this.
Something needs to be done in any
settlement that DIRECTLY AFFECTS
Microsoft’s assets and holdings, as well as its
power and influence over the OS industry.
These aspects of Microsoft grew out of the
direct result of them illegally using its power.
As such, anything that was gotten illegally
should be taken away, or at least an attempt
needs to be made to level the playing field
in the industry. This settlement falls very
short of what needs to be done do so.

One of the major flaws in the settlement is
that Open Source projects like the Linux
Operating System also should have access to
the communication and API protocols that
Microsoft’s OS’s use. Linux is currently the
MAIN competition that Microsoft is facing in
the OS industry. No allowing Microsoft’s
main competition access to the protocols
simply because the system is Open Source
makes no sense at all. Linux is the
competition and as such needs to have access
to the protocols as well.

Direct compensation needs to be made to
the consumers of Microsoft products. Prices
on their OS licenses have not changed at all.
Because there is no competition, there was
no reason for Microsoft to give a reasonable
price for their product, simply because
people had to use it.

The idea of letting Microsoft possibly make
compensation by purchasing computers and
software for some of the country’s poorest
school district does nothing but increase
Microsoft’s hold over the computer industry.
If any deal like this is made, Microsoft
should be forced to use the full amount of
money in any such action to purchase
computer hardware only. The cost of the
software to Microsoft would be nothing, if
Microsoft software was used. Because

Microsoft has the ability to make an infinite
number of licenses of their software, the
actual cost of that software to them is
nothing, and as such does nothing to hurt
Microsoft. All this type of deal would do is
create another generation of people to later
purchase a Microsoft product. Red Hat Linux
had an alternate proposal that I and many
others feel would be much more effective.
Red Hat proposed that Microsoft purchase
only hardware, and that Red Hat would
provide the software for the computers. Thus
allowing many more computers to be given
to more schools and also teaching people that
there is more then one choice for a computer
operating system. In closing, this proposed
settlement does NOTHING but allow
Microsoft to continue business as usual. We
had a better settlement deal BEFORE
Microsoft was found GUILTY then we have
with this settlement after their guilt was
PROVEN in court. This deal is completely
one sided and its side most certainly looks
like Microsoft to me. What do I as a member
of the computer industry get out of this?
What does everyone else who simply had to
pay outrageous prices for Microsoft products
get out of this? What does the computer
industry get out of this other then the fact
that Microsoft will still be as powerful as
ever? How does this do anything to change
the way things are? Well, if you ask me the
answer to all those questions above is
nothing. And that is what this settlement
does, its does nothing.

Brian Summers

Unix Network and System Administrator

Software Developer/Programer

MTC-00020180

From: Michael Newton

To: Microsoft ATR

Date: 1/24/02 1:52am
Subject: Microsoft Settlement

I am of the opinion that Microsoft is
actually *Winning* this case with the
settlement proposed. It is the equivalent of a
slapping a murderer on the wrist. And yes,
MS is very much a murderer. A suitable
punishment would be to force open all of
their API’s, an API is the code base used to
write the uppermost tier of executable
programs. The Win32 API, if open, would not
only embarrass the company (with their
feeble attempts at programming), but will
allow any number of windows programs to
run on alternative operating systems. There
is a project underway to create an API that
mimics the win32 API, called WINE, but life
would be soo much easier if the code-base
was already open. Another part of this is the
networking/communications APIs. MS
Outlook and MS Exchange Server have a
closed protocol. Opening this would pave the
way for alternative Office platforms, or
actually using MS Office on top of another
OS (Beos, Linux, Solaris).

Have you ever really read the Microsoft
licensing schemes? They had this one
scheme that flopped, not too long ago, that
had 3 options:

1) You don’t sign up for anything special.
MS then jacks up the costs of individual
liscenses.

2) You pay a yearly fee, and recieve MS
upgrades and liscences.

3) You pay a significantly reduced amount
if you promise to use ONLY MS products.

Everyone and their brother originally
bought MS products because they were
cheap, and because they managed to worm
into the OEM distribution channels. They
have become a defacto standard, even though
their OS is worth crap. Let us count the
number of security issues Windows XX has
had in the past 6 months, and the amount of
bandwidth that the entire internet lost
because of it. If the Gov’t doesn’t hold MS’s
hand while doing business, to ensure that it
is done fairly, I will have significantly less
confidence in every part of this country. I
swear... If you actually need something done
right, you can’t write to anyone any longer
because you will be ignored. How many
senators check their e-mail anymore? How
much thought will you (the reader) actually
give this letter, as well as the thousands of
other letters you recieve just like this one?
We actually need computer literate people
deciding on this case, and it is apparent that
we do not have that. In their stead, we have
a pile of lemmings that have been fed MS
gestapo propoganda. Yeah, ironically, I send
this via Outlook Express, on the only
windows machine I own. I have had to patch
this machine 20 times a month, compared to
the goose-egg off my two Linux machines.

Go figure.

Mike

MTC-00020181

From: RHS Linux User
To: Microsoft ATR
Date: 1/24/02 1:54am
Subject: Microsoft Settlement

I am a student at NOVA in Virginia. I feel
the proposed settlement in the anti-trust case
United States vs. Microsoft is severely
lacking in coverage and effective
enforcement. I suspect a symptom of
Microsoft’s tyranical behavior, and the lack
of restraint, is the flare up of Open Source
development. Perhaps this public movement
could be used to penalize Microsoft and
benefit the public at the same time?
Reguardless, I've seen Microsoft’s tactics over
the years, and the current settlement does
almost nothing to curb their behavior.
Microsoft will have completely evaded the
minimal restraints and enforcement within
five years and have lost none of its power to
elbow competition out in the short or long
run.

John Jones

MTC-00020182

From: Myles F. Barrett
To: Microsoft ATR
Date: 1/24/02 1:52am
Subject: Microsoft Settlement

The proposed Settlement is outrageously
deficient. The Microsoft anti-trust offense is
on a scale that boggles the mind. It will only
worsen as Microsoft adds new technological
sectors to its domination. Any sanction that
falls short of definitively preventing this
stranglehold from growing is a monumental
miscarriage of justice. Please make the
remedy definitive by breaking up Microsoft
into non-colluding units.

Myles Barrett

Software Consultant
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Data Exchange Associates, Inc.
N. Chelmsford, MA

MTC-00020183

From: Geni1028@aol.com@inetgw

To: Microsoft ATR

Date: 1/24/02 1:48am

Subject: Microsoft Settlement

Ms. Renata B. Hesse, Antitrust Division
601 D Street NW, Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20530-0001

Dear Ms. Renata Hesse:

Please put a stop to the economically-
draining witch-hunt against Microsoft. This
has gone on long enough. Microsoft has
already agreed to hide its Internet Explorer
icon from the desktop; the fact is, this case
against Microsoft is little more than
“welfare” for Netscape and other Microsoft
competitors, with not a nickel going to those
supposedly harmed by Microsoft: the
computer user. This is just another method
for states to get free money, and a terrible
precedent for the future, not only in terms of
computer technology, but all sorts of
innovations in the most dynamic industry
the world has ever seen.

Please put a stop to this travesty of justice
now. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Geni Casaletto

5665 S. Chestnut #8

Fresno, CA 93725

MTC-00020184

From: Robert Riemersma

To: Microsoft ATR

Date: 1/24/02 2:02am
Subject: Microsoft Settlement
To: Renata B. Hesse
Antitrust Division

U.S. Department of Justice
601 D Street NW

Suite 1200

Washington, DC 20530-0001

Under the Tunney Act, I wish to comment
on the proposed Microsoft settlement. I agree
with the problems identified in Dan Kegel’s
analysis (on the Web at http://
www.kegel.com/remedy/remedy2.html),
namely:

The PFJ doesn’t take into account
Windows-compatible competing operating
systems

Microsoft increases the Applications
Barrier to Entry by using restrictive license
terms and intentional incompatibilities. Yet
the PFJ fails to prohibit this, and even
contributes to this part of the Applications
Barrier to Entry.

The PFJ Contains Misleading and Overly
Narrow Definitions and Provisions

The PFJ supposedly makes Microsoft
publish its secret APIs, but it defines “API”
so narrowly that many important APIs are
not covered.

The PFJ supposedly allows users to replace
Microsoft Middleware with competing
middleware, but it defines ‘“Microsoft
Middleware”” so narrowly that the next
version of Windows might not be covered at
all.

The PFJ allows users to replace Microsoft
Java with a competitor’s product—but
Microsoft is replacing Java with .NET. The
PFJ should therefore allow users to replace
Microsoft. NET with competing middleware.

The PF] supposedly applies to “Windows”,
but it defines that term so narrowly that it
doesn’t cover Windows XP Tablet PC
Edition, Windows CE, Pocket PC, or the X-
Box—operating systems that all use the
Win32 API and are advertised as being
“Windows Powered”.

The PF] fails to require advance notice of
technical requirements, allowing Microsoft to
bypass all competing middleware simply by
changing the requirements shortly before the
deadline, and not informing ISVs.

The PF] requires Microsoft to release API
documentation to ISVs so they can create
compatible middleware—but only after the
deadline for the ISVs to demonstrate that
their middleware is compatible.

The PF] requires Microsoft to release API
documentation—but prohibits competitors
from using this documentation to help make
their operating systems compatible with
Windows.

The PF] does not require Microsoft to
release documentation about the format of
Microsoft Office documents.

The PF] does not require Microsoft to list
which software patents protect the Windows
APIs. This leaves Windows-compatible
operating systems in an uncertain state: are
they, or are they not infringing on Microsoft
software patents? This can scare away
potential users.

The PF] Fails to Prohibit Anticompetitive
License Terms currently used by Microsoft

Microsoft currently uses restrictive
licensing terms to keep Open Source apps
from running on Windows.

Microsoft currently uses restrictive
licensing terms to keep Windows apps from
running on competing operating systems.

Microsoft’s enterprise license agreements
(used by large companies, state governments,
and universities) charge by the number of
computers which could run a Microsoft
operating system—even for computers
running competing operating systems such as
Linux! (Similar licenses to OEMs were once
banned by the 1994 consent decree.)

The PFJ Fails to Prohibit Intentional
Incompatibilities Historically Used by
Microsoft

Microsoft has in the past inserted
intentional incompatibilities in its
applications to keep them from running on
competing operating systems.

The PFJ Fails to Prohibit Anticompetitive
Practices Towards OEMs

The PFJ allows Microsoft to retaliate
against any OEM that ships Personal
Computers containing a competing Operating
System but no Microsoft operating system.

The PFJ allows Microsoft to discriminate
against small OEMs— including regional
“white box” OEMs which are historically the
most willing to install competing operating
systems—who ship competing software.

The PFJ allows Microsoft to offer discounts
on Windows (MDAs) to OEMs based on
criteria like sales of Microsoft Office or
Pocket PC systems. This allows Microsoft to
leverage its monopoly on Intel-compatible
operating systems to increase its market share
in other areas.

The PF]J as currently written appears to
lack an effective enforcement mechanism.

I also agree with the conclusion reached by
Dan Kegel’s analysis, namely that the

Proposed Final Judgment, as written, allows
and encourages significant anticompetitive
practices to continue, would delay the
emergence of competing Windows-
compatible operating systems, and is
therefore not in the public interest. It should
not be adopted without substantial revision
to address these problems.

Sincerely,

Robert Riemersma

79 W 18th St

Holland MI 49423

MTC-00020185

From: Fred von Stein

To: Microsoft ATR

Date: 1/24/02 1:56am
Subject: Microsoft Settlement

To Whom It May Concern:

I am opposed to the proposed settlement in
the Microsoft antitrust trial. I feel that the
current proposed settlement does not fully
redress the actions committed by Microsoft
in the past, nor inhibit their ability to commit
similar actions in the future. The vast
majority of the provisions within the
settlement only formalize the status quo. Of
the remaining provisions, none will
effectively prohibit Microsoft from abusing
its current monopoly position in the
operating system market. This is especially
important in view of the seriousness of
Microsoft’s past transgressions. Most
important, the proposed settlement does
nothing to correct Microsoft’s previous
actions. There are no provisions that correct
or redress their previous abuses. They only
prohibit the future repetition of those abuses.
This, in my opinion, goes against the very
foundation of law. If a person or organization
is able to commit illegal acts, benefit from
those acts and then receive as a
“punishment” instructions that they cannot
commit those acts again, they have still
benefited from their illegal acts. That is not
justice, not for the victims of their abuses and
not for the American people in general.
While the Court’s desire that a settlement be
reached is well-intentioned, it is wrong to
reach an unjust settlement just for
settlement’s sake. A wrong that is not
corrected is compounded.

Sincerely,

Fred von Stein

New York

MTC-00020186

From: John McGready
To: Microsoft ATR
Date: 1/24/02 1:56am
Subject: Microsoft Settlement

Regarding the Microsoft settlement, I don’t
believe the current proposal provides
adequate remedies for those injured by
Microsoft’s anti-competitive behavior. Over
the decades hundreds, even thousands, of
small companies have been driven out of
existence by Microsoft’s objectionable
business practices. As was done with AT&T,
Microsoft should be severely regulated, if not
subdivided until its market share drops to an
acceptable level, perhaps 33 to 40 percent
(assuming one of its competitors is now also
at 40%). Until this is true of all Microsoft
product lines, such regulations shouldn’t be
realxed. Even after being found guilty of
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monopolistic practices, Microsoft’s behavior
shows a complete lack of respect for the law,
a complete lack of remorse for their actions,
or even repentance for their crime. Strict
regulation of their behavior, coupled with the
threat of incredibly severe criminal penalties
for noncompliance, is the only remedy that
will contain them— for it speaks the only
language Microsoft either knows or
respects— the language of compulsion and
enforced compliance. The market must be
able to return to its rightful state— a balance
born of countervailing competition. We don’t
need another Enron. Imagine the damage to
the nation should a monopoly like Microsoft
were to fail.... or even to have a bad
quarter.....

The risks of a monopoly are greater than
merely the loss of competition. Any benefit
of monopoly is far outweighed by its stifling
of the great and diverse chorus of voices
joined together to form the rich tapestry that
is the American Dream. I ask that you not
implement the proposal as it is now, but
instead fight for the small companies that
best express the golden opportunities and
freedoms for which our armed forces are
fighting even now..... save the towers of this
nation’s economy from another remorseless

Thank you for your time.
John McGready

3604 Drumore Dr. 1st Floor
Phila., PA 19154

MTC-00020187

From: Martin Wolters

To: Microsoft ATR

Date: 1/24/02 1:55am

Subject: Microsoft Settlement
To whom it may concern:

I am very concerned about the ongoing
settlement discussion with Microsoft. After
following the involved issues since a couple
of years from different perspectives (user,
interested individual, software professional) I
developed a strong opinion on the required
action. Microsoft’s monopoly has gone too
far. Freedom and protection of users in
America and around the world need to be
taken more seriously. Any proposed
settlement must put an emphasize on new
alternatives to the current situation. It can be
+ a push for other operating systems (Mac,

open source, etc.)

+ a clear cut between Windows OS and
Windows applications (e.g. browser, office
suite, media player)

+ or steps that ensure open standards when
connecting computer and/or exchanging
information (e.g. files).

It also should be emphasized that the user
is in control of the software on his computer.
That he/she can decide, which programs to
install or not and that he/she can buy
computers from companies that were allowed
to freely make those decisions for them.
Simply paying some money or donating some
of the software under discussion does not
solve the problem. I hope the involved
government organizations will put an
emphasize on the interest of millions of
computer users and organizations.

Best regards,

Matrin W.

MTC-00020188

From: Lars Hedbor
To: Microsoft ATR
Date: 1/24/02 1:56am
Subject: Microsoft Settlement

I favor dropping the case against
Microsoft—they’ve done far more good for
the economy of our nation than any minor
harm that they may have done to their
erstwhile competitors. Failing this, however,
I would favor the settlement of the suit as
soon as possible, with the terms currently
proposed under the suit in question.

Thank you for considering my opinion in
the decision-making process.

Lars D. H. Hedbor

14230 S. Beemer Way

Oregon City, OR 97045

(503) 722—3849 land

(503) 781-0227 cell

MTC-00020189

From: rjwill246@mac.com@inetgw
To: Microsoft ATR
Date: 1/24/02 2:04am
Subject: Microsoft

The continued abuse of the privilege of
operating in an open market by Microsoft
must lead to some remedial action that does
more than simply “sending a message” to
them. The Netscape fiasco is yet another
blatant example of Microsoft’s idea of how
free enterprise works and if Microsoft does
not pay substantial damages and does not
allow competitors to compete without being
threatened, what sort of precedent does that
set for the future direction of US business
practices? Indeed, the message would be loud
and clear that such practices are actually
permitted by the government if a corporation
is large and powerful enough to be able to
convince bodies, such as the DOJ, that any
harm to that company might harm the US
economy; a specious argument since it
purports to show how vulnerable the US
economy is... which it is not!! ( 9/11 has
proven just how robust this country is.)
Moreover, if other systems such as Apple,
Linux etc can be allowed to prosper from
their innovations, that is all to the good of
the US economy as diversification has always
been what has made America different... read
successful and strong. The feudal system
epitomized in the whole Microsoft ethos is
appalling at first blush and outright
dangerous in full light. Please show courage
and fairness in your deliberations but above
all show us that, in the end, the interests of
the US, not Microsoft, are what must be
protected.

Sincerely

Robin Willcourt MD

701 Aspen Trail,

Reno NV 89509

775 787—-6550

MTC-00020190

From: Rommel, Florian
To: “microsoft.atr(a)usdoj.gov”
Date: 1/24/02 1:56am
Subject: Microsoft Settlement

I understand that MS is a big company and
contributor to your economy but i think this
whole windows thing has gone too far...
noone will ever read this mail away , i just
thought i’d let myself known that MS , even

though setting milestones in personal
computing history, is pushing this whole
thing too far. it should have been split and
get this thing over with..

QuartalOy

Florian Rommel, Senior System
Administrator (rommel@quartal.com)

MTC-00020191

From: Kristafari@webtv.net@inetgw

To: Microsoft ATR

Date: 1/24/02 1:54am

Subject: Microsoft Settlement

Ms. Renata B. Hesse, Antitrust Division
601 D Street NW, Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20530-0001

Dear Ms. Renata Hesse:

Please put a stop to the economically-
draining witch-hunt against Microsoft. This
has gone on long enough. Microsoft has
already agreed to hide its Internet Explorer
icon from the desktop; the fact is, this case
against Microsoft is little more than
“welfare” for Netscape and other Microsoft
competitors, with not a nickel going to those
supposedly harmed by Microsoft: the
computer user. This is just another method
for states to get free money, and a terrible
precedent for the future, not only in terms of
computer technology, but all sorts of
innovations in the most dynamic industry
the world has ever seen. Please put a stop to
this travesty of justice now. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Peggi Reagan

4302 Dayton St.

Omaha, NE 681071016

MTC-00020192

From: zhenbinx
To: Microsoft ATR
Date: 1/24/02 1:58am
Subject: Microsoft Settlement

It is time to settle! The lawsuit was brought
up by the competitors of Microsoft. There is
no harm to consumers. I, for one, love what
has been integrated into Windows platform—
having to install daily use software and
configure it correct is simply too painful.
Integration is the right thing to do. The
competitors want Microsoft die. They don’t
really think about consumers otherwise they
would have been more competent on bring
out high quality products. All companies
should focus more on innovations and
engineering excellences. The information
industry needs to leave this behind and have
the case settled.

MTC-00020193

From: Robert Bain

To: Microsoft ATR

Date: 1/24/02 1:57am
Subject: Microsoft Settlement.

As a professional computer programmer,
I've been monitoring the Microsoft Case with
a great deal of interest. Like many people
who’ve had MicroSoftWare inflicted upon
me over the years, I'm hoping the power of
Goverment can do what the marketplace has
so spectacularly failed at: making Microsoft
Play Nice with the other children. But I don’t
think the currently suggested remedies are
going to do that.

I still think Judge Jackson had the right
idea: Break MS into two companies, one for
applications, one for OSs. (I'd add one for
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hardware, but that’s just me.) If that truly is
impossible, I think an equally good idea
would be to force MS to reveal ALL their
Application Programming Interfaces (APIs) to
any porgrammer who wants to see them.
They have a long and proud tradition of
using hidden APIs to get better performance
out of their own applications, while letting
outsiders gimp along with the poorer-
performing, better-documented “official”’
APIs, which sounds like a fairly ringing
abuse of monopoly power to me. Good luck
coming up with a solution. You’ll be flogged
if you get it wrong, and you’ll get flogged if
you get it right. But I've heard it hurts less
when you get it right.

Good luck,

R. Bain.

MTC-00020194

From: Robert Womack
To: Microsoft ATR
Date: 1/24/02 2:01am
Subject: Microsoft Settlement

Let Microsoft alone. Note that this came via
bellsouth.net and not msn.com. Which
means the little icon in windows did not
influence me in selecting an ISP. Without
Microsoft and Bill Gates, most folks would
still be using 5X8 cards.

Robert Womack, 59 Acorn Rd, Rome, Ga,
30161

MTC-00020195

From: Eric Nehrlich

To: Microsoft ATR

Date: 1/24/02  2:04am
Subject: Microsoft Settlement

To Whom It May Concern:

I would like to register my opposition to
the proposed settlement in the Microsoft
antitrust trial. I feel that Microsoft has
circumvented such restrictions in the past,
and has shown no indication that they will
not do so again with the proposed settlement.
They have consistently shown no inhibitions
about taking any actions necessary to protect
their monopoly. If their operating system
were being compared to others on a level
playing field in terms of stability and
usability, Microsoft would lose every time, so
it is clear that they are taking advantage of
their monopoly position. I believe that the
settlement needs to include a recognition of
the immense damage that Microsoft has
caused to the computer user community over
the past ten years. By crushing innovation
that could conceivably harm its monopoly, it
has held back the progress of the computer
software industry. Users have been
conditioned to expect that their software
should be expected to fail all the time, that
their computer needs to be rebooted at least
once a day, and that software must be hard
to use. The amount of time that the typical
computer user (which is almost everybody
these days) spends fighting with their
computer to get it to do what they want is
probably half an hour a day. Add that up,
and that could be a 5% drop in productivity
that is directly linked to the inferiority of
Microsoft’s products, products which have
only maintained their market position due to
Microsoft’s abuse of their monopoly status.
Any settlement needs to recognize the
massive negative impact that Microsoft has

had over the past ten years, and punish
Microsoft for their behavior.

Thanks,

Eric Nehrlich

758 Kingston Ave. #203

Oakland, CA 94611

MTC-00020196

From: Waldauer

To: Microsoft ATR

Date: 1/24/02 2:03am
Subject: Microsoft Settlement

As allowed by the Tunney Act, I would
like to voice my opinion on the past
proposed settlement and current anti-trust
lawsuit in the case against Microsoft.
Previously Microsoft proposed a settlement
for the anti-trust trial. Their settlement
included roughly one billion dollars worth of
software, computers, and technical support
to be delivered to schools across the country.
This proposed settlement seemed to me to be
not much more than a simple public relations
trick and possibly even an attempt to
EXTEND their monopoly. The facts of the
matter are that a 500 million dollar donation
of SOFTWARE to schools across the country
would actually cost Microsoft considerably
LESS than 500 million dollars. A donation of
a $100 product such as a Windows operating
system license would only end up costing
Microsoft whatever relatively small cost of
shipping and packaging. The rest of the $100
(probably in the range of 90%) makes up the
license, which costs Microsoft nothing to
donate. Another fact about this proposed
settlement is that if it had been passed, Apple
Computers would have most certainly
suffered a huge blow by losing a large portion
of its current market share. Apple Computers
make up, by recent estimates, between 40%
and 50% of all computers in American
schools. Had the proposed Microsoft
settlement been passed, many of those
computers would have been replaced with
Microsoft Windows machines thereby, in all
likelihood, permanently displacing Apple
Macintosh operating system machines from
schools. I think there is an inherent problem
with an anti-trust settlement when a
monopoly’s sole (albeit very small)
competitor would be seriously injured.
Lastly, I believe that if one billion dollars
were to be donated to American schools, I
feel that donations in the form of computers,
software, and technical support would not be
the most useful form. I remember my high
school, we had a very full and up-to-date
computer lab; unfortunately, we lacked
enough teachers and staff to keep the
computer lab open after school when the
most use can be made of a computer lab. I
also remember my high school severely
lacking desks and chairs and an ever
increasing class size. If one billion dollars is
to be donated to American schools, I believe
the problems I have laid out should be
addressed first.

Although I found the previous settlement
proposal to be nothing more than a PR joke
with nearly nothing to produce any results in
reducing Microsoft’s monopoly or
compensating the public for abuse of that
monopoly, I do believe that there is a
solution to the problem. Microsoft’s
monopoly resides in three software

applications that control three separate
markets. First is the Windows operating
system itself. The main reason this monopoly
lingers and is so difficult to eliminate is
because nearly every program on Earth runs
on windows, but relatively very few will run
on any other operating system. So in order
to run your favorite programs, you need to
buy a copy of Windows. The best solution to
this problem would be to allow someone to
run a program written and designed for
Windows, but without purchasing a copy of
Windows. Every operating system uses a set
of APT’s (application program interface) that
allows a programmer to draw windows and
objects onto the screen. The API allows for
just enough “hooks” for a developer to use,
but the API itself is hidden, only a
description of what it does is publicly
known. Because of this, it becomes virtually
impossible to duplicate the Windows APL
Step one to eliminating a Microsoft
monopoly is to force Microsoft to publish the
complete source code to the Window’s API
thereby allowing other producers to produce
operating systems that can run Windows
programs and thereby directly compete with
Windows.

The second Microsoft application that
unfairly monopolizes a market is the Office
Suite program, Microsoft Word. Although
this program is deemed by many to be the
best of its kind, it is not the quality of the
program that has given Microsoft an unfair
edge in the market, it is instead the format
that the program by default saves documents
in. The Microsoft Word document format is
proprietary, and in order to open a file
written in Microsoft Word, a person needs to
have Microsoft Word (there are programs that
attempt to open Word documents, but these
are not complete and usually can only open
the most basic Word documents). In order to
alleviate this problem, the specifications of
the Word document should be released to the
public so that a document created by
Microsoft Word can be opened and edited or
manipulated without the need to purchase a
copy of Microsoft Word. Lastly, the third
program that has monopolized an entire
market is Microsoft’s Internet Explorer.
Through monopolistic practices, Internet
Explorer pushed Netscape’s Navigator out of
the market. Microsoft also released web
authoring tools which produce webpages that
can only be correctly viewed with Internet
Explorer. When the graphical internet started
to become popular, standards were formed
on how webpages should be formatted using
the HTML (Hypertext Markup Language)
code. With a monopoly on web browsers,
Microsoft violated these standards in their
authoring programs to solidify their
monopoly. Although today many alternative
web browsers do exist, none of them ‘“work”
as well as Microsoft’s simply because so
many web pages are made to only be viewed
in Internet Explorer. As a solution to this, the
rendering engine (the part of the web browser
that “renders” the HTML code to put the
correct layout and text of the webpage on the
screen) of Internet Explorer should be made
public so that competing web browsers may
incorporate into their web browsers code to
allow their users to view “Internet Explorer
only”” webpages.
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In all three of the mentioned markets
Microsoft has maintained a monopoly by
forcing proprietary standards and formats
and NOT by producing quality products at
low prices. In all three of my solutions
Microsoft would lose that unfair edge
allowing other companies to step in with
competing products like never before. Before
a competing product had most of its focus on
merely being compatible, take away that edge
and time and money can be spent on making
quality products at low prices (or free
products as the case may very well be, LE.
Linux, OpenOffice, etc.). In my proposal
Microsoft would be punished for its abuse,
but more importantly, it would take away the
edge that Microsoft enjoys in order to
maintain their monopoly. My proposal
would allow for competition to fairly enter
the market and hopefully would result in a
better and less expensive computing
experience for everyone.

Alex Waldauer

MTC-00020197

From: Fred von Stein

To: Microsoft ATR

Date: 1/24/02 2:0lam
Subject: Microsoft Settlement

Dear Sirs,

The current proposed settlement (PS) is
flawed. Because of many different legal
loopholes in the PS, Microsoft will be able
to find ways to easily exploit their customers
and OEMs to their advantage. Microsoft has
already extended, or tried to extend, their
monopoly since the start of the trial, such as:

Microsoft .NET and MS’s plans to force
everybody to sign for a MS Passport (which
has already been proven to be a very insecure
system)

The failed attempt to turn an educational
lawsuit into a way to inject their software
into yet another market

Imposing highly-restrictive EULAs and
license agreements in XP to try to milk as
much money as possible from the end user
and businesses, which has already forced
other governments (such as the UK and
China) to consider other options besides MS
software

Using PR stunts to hide the fact that
security was never a major concern of any of
their products, and never will be (even
though recent developments in Windows XP
and Internet Explorer have proven this)

Starting petty lawsuits to snuff out
competition, in the hopes of running them
out of money (such as the recent Lindows
lawsuit)

Rigging web polls and writing fake letters
(from people already long dead and buried)
to influence business and DoJ decisions The
government’s intentions in the PS are in good
faith, but the language puts too much faith
in MS’s interpretation of it. Dan Kegel has a
great analysis of the flaws found in the PS
here: http://www.kegel.com/remedy/
remedy2.html In short, I feel that it’s the
DoJ’s duty to revamped the PS and/or return
to the drawing board, as its current revision
is not enough to stop Microsoft’s anti-
competitive practices.

Fred Stein

MTC-00020198
From: John Chu

To: Microsoft ATR
Date: 1/24/02 2:02am
Subject: Microsoft Settlement

Given the course and time that legal
proceedings have taken for the Microsoft
Anti-Trust Case, it would seem that Microsoft
is winning this war, even if it is losing the
battle. States have settled with Microsoft
because they can ill-afford the monetary
losses that they’ve indulged into this case.
Microsoft lawyers cleverly petition to extend
the case, and the Court keeps setting new
dealines for hearings. Then there are the
settlement offers that Microsoft offers, mere
pittances that secretly hold a different
agenda, underneath a veil of altruism.
Microsoft is both demeaning and insulting
the court’s ignorance of the Software
Industry. Evidence has already been shown
that Microsoft has reaped, plundered, and
murdered many an honest companies” viable
products, and yet it continues to strong-arm
many of its competitors today. It would seem
that Microsoft’s war of attrition is winning
out over the Justice Dept. and States. It will
win, whether or not it loses this case.

John Chu

Saddleback College Student

MTC-00020199

From: Scott Yates
To: Microsoft ATR
Date: 1/24/02 2:0lam
Subject: Microsoft Settlement
I just want to make it known that i believe
the proposed anti-trust settlement is a bad
idea. Do we simply let any company that gets
in trouble now simply BUY their way out?
Scott Yates

MTC-00020200

From: Jonathan S Talbot
To: Microsoft ATR
Date: 1/24/02 2:02am
Subject: Microsoft Settlement

I am writing to express my opposition to
the proposed microsoft settlement as it
currently stands. Let there be no doubt about
Microsoft’s widespread influence, as
evidenced by their popular windows OS. My
primary complaint lies with the fact that the
problems associated with Microsoft’s
monopoly are not being adequately
addressed in this settlement. For example, in
the interest of protecting “intellectual
property,” Microsoft is not required to reveal
protocol or interface information, thereby
hampering competing software companies
from developing products compatible with
Microsoft’s windows OS. This is akin to a
hypothetical automobile manufacturer who
develops a monopoly via an outrageous
volume of vehicle sales, and is allowed to
produce inferior parts that require frequent
replacement (to that company’s benefit),
while simultaneously inhibiting production
of better quality replacement parts by
competing manufactures, because the part
specifications of the monopolistic company
are protected in the name of “intellectual
property.” Unless Microsoft is required to
release such information, without the
controlling nature and costs associated with
licenses, their monopoly is not limited and
is in fact enabled. In the interest of
permitting competitors to produce better

“parts” for the omnipresent windows OS,
which would better serve the general public
AND Microsoft, as well as helping to
preserve the viability of such competitors,
this settlement must be modified
accordingly. Such a change would control
costs for consumers and more appropriately
restrict the monopolistic influence of
Microsoft. Personally, I appreciate the ability
to choose new auto parts, at discounted
prices, and from a variety of manufacturers,
and I would like the same privilege with my
computer.

Thank you for your consideration,

Jonathan S. Talbot

Longview, TX

MTC-00020201

From: Geoff Kuenning

To: Microsoft ATR

Date: 1/24/02  2:04am
Subject: Microsoft settlement

I would like to go on record as opposing
the proposed settlement in the Microsoft
antitrust case.

The proposed settlement has so many
problems that it is nearly impossible to
address them in a brief note such as this one.
However, I will address two issues:

1. The PFJ does nothing to prohibit
anticompetitive license terms currently used
by Microsoft.

2. The PFJ does not prohibit Microsoft’s
historical practice of intentionally modifying
its operating systems to introduce
incompatibilities with competing non-
operating-system software products, with the
sole goal of making those other products
unable to compete with Micr