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preempted by the Federal Government;
and

d. Program measures relating to the
use of flight procedures can be
implemented within the period covered
by the program without derogating
safety, adversely affecting the efficient
use and management of the navigable
airspace and air traffic control systems,
or adversely affecting other powers and
responsibilities of the Administrator
prescribed by law.

Specific limitations with respect to
FAA’s approval of an airport noise
compatibility program are delineated in
FAR Part 150, section 150.5. Approval
is not a determination concerning the
acceptability of land uses under Federal,
state, or local law. Approval does not by
itself constitute an FAA implementing
action. A request for Federal action or
approval to implement specific noise
compatibility measures may be
required, and an FAA decision on the
request may require an environmental
assessment of the proposed action.
Approval does not constitute a
commitment by the FAA to financially
assist in the implementation of the
program nor a determination that all
measures covered by the program are
eligible for grant-in-aid funding from the
FAA. Where Federal funding is sought,
requests for project grants must be
submitted to the FAA Airports Division
Office in Fort Worth, Texas.

On June 10, 1999, the FAA accepted
from the city of Baton Rouge, Louisiana
a proposed amendment to the
previously approved noise compatibility
plan. Notice of this acceptance was
published in the Federal Register on
June 17, 1999.

The amendment to the noise
compatibility program adds an action
element to purchase a noise navigation
easement on certain noise-impacted
properties from willing property
owners. It was requested that the FAA
evaluate and approve this material as an
amendment noise compatibility
program as described in Title 49. The
FAA began its review of the program on
June 10, 1999, and was required by a
provision of the Act to approve or
disapprove the program amendment
within 180 days. Failure to approve or
disapprove such a program amendment
within the 180-day period shall be
deemed to be an approval of such
program.

The submitted program amendment
contained one proposed action for noise
mitigation off the airport. The FAA
completed its review and determined
that the procedural and substantive
requirements of Title 49 and FAR Part
150 have been satisfied. The
amendment to the program, therefore,

was approved by the Administrator
effective December 1, 1999.

This determination is set forth in
detail in a Record of Approval endorsed
by the Administrator on December 1,
1999. The Record of Approval, as well
as other evaluation materials and the
documents comprising the submittal,
are available at the FAA office listed
above and at the administrative offices
of the city of Baton Rouge, Louisiana’s
Aviation Department.

Issued in Fort Worth, Texas, December 7,
1999.

Naomi L. Saunders,

Manager, Airports Division.

[FR Doc. 99-32776 Filed 12—16-99; 8:45 am|]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration

RTCA Special Committee 195; Flight
Information Services Communications
(FISC)

Pursuant to section 10(a) (2) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act (Pub.
L. 92-463, 5 U.S.C., Appendix 2), notice
is hereby given for Special Committee
(SC)-195 meeting to be held January 5—
6, 2000, starting at 8:30 a.m. each day.
The meeting will be held at Allied
Signal, 23500 West 105th Street, Olathe,
Kansas.

The agenda will include: January 5:
(1) Welcome and Introductions; (2)
Agenda Overview; (3) Review of
Summary of Previous Meeting; (4)
Report from Working Group 1 on
activities; (5) Review FIS-B MASPS
Section 4.0, Procedures for Performance
Requirements Verification,
Development; (6) Review FIS-B MASPS
Section 3.2.1, FIS Broadcast Network
Interface and Appendix D, APDU
Header Format; January 6: (7) Work on
FISB-B MASPS Appendix E,
Application Payload Encoding; (8)
Review Action Items; (9) Date and
Location of Next Meeting; (10) Other
Business; (11) Closing.

Attendance is open to the interested
public but limited to space availability.
With the approval of the chairman,
members of the public may present oral
statements at the meeting.

Persons wishing to present statements
or obtain information should contact the
RTCA Secretariat, 1140 Connecticut
Avenue, NW, Suite 1020, Washington,
DC, 20036; (202) 833-9339 (phone);
(202) 833-9434 (fax); or http://
www.rtca.org (web site). Members of the
public may present a written statement
to the committee at any time.

Issued in Washington, DC, on December 1,
1999.

Janice L. Peters,

Designated Official.

[FR Doc. 99-31616 Filed 12—16—-99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Railroad Administration
[Docket No. RSAC-96-1, Notice No. 19]

Railroad Safety Advisory Committee
(““RSAC"); Working Group Activity
Update

AGENCY: Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Announcement of Railroad
Safety Advisory Committee (RSAC)
working group activities.

SUMMARY: FRA is updating its
announcement of RSAC’s working
group activities to reflect the current
status of working group activities.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Vicky McCully, RSAC Coordinator,
FRA, 400 7th Street, SW Washington,
DC 20590, (202) 493-6305 or Grady
Cothen, Deputy Associate Administrator
for Safety Standards Program
Development, FRA, 400 7th Street, SW,
Stop 25, Washington, DC 20590, (202)
493-6302.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice serves to update FRA’s last
announcement of working group
activities and status reports on April 6,
1999 (64 FR 16778). The twelfth full
Committee meeting was held September
8, 1999. The next meeting of the full
Committee is scheduled for January 28,
1999, at the Wyndham Hotel in
Washington, DC.

Since its first meeting in April of
1996, the RSAC has accepted fifteen
tasks. Status for each of the tasks is
provided below:

Task 96-1—Revising the Freight
Power Brake Regulations. This Task was
formally withdrawn from the RSAC on
June 24, 1997. FRA published an NPRM
on September 9, 1998, reflective of what
FRA had learned through the
collaborative process. Two public
hearings were conducted and a
technical conference was held. The date
for submission of written comments was
extended to March 1, 1999. FRA is
preparing a final rule. Contact: Thomas
Hermann (202) 493—-6036.

Task 96-2—Reviewing and
recommending revisions to the Track
Safety Standards (49 CFR Part 213). This
task was accepted April 2, 1996, and a
Working Group was established.
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Consensus was reached on
recommended revisions and an NPRM
incorporating these recommendations
was published in the Federal Register
on July 3, 1997, (62 FR 36138). The final
rule was published in the Federal
Register on June 22, 1998 (63 FR 33991).
The effective date of the rule was
September 21, 1998. A task force was
established to address Gage Restraint
Measurement System (GRMS)
technology applicability to the Track
Safety Standards. An amendment to the
final rule is being prepared for
presentation to the RSAC. Contact: Al
MacDowell (202) 493—-6236.

Task 96-3—Reviewing and
recommending revisions to the Radio
Standards and Procedures (49 CFR Part
220). This Task was accepted on April
2, 1996, and a Working Group was
established. Consensus was reached on
recommended revisions and an NPRM
incorporating these recommendations
was published in the Federal Register
on June 26, 1997 (62 FR 34544). The
final rule was published on September
4,1998 (63 FR 47182) and was effective
on January 2, 1999. Contact: Gene Cox
(202) 493-6319.

Task 96-4—Reviewing the
appropriateness of the agency’s current
policy regarding the applicability of
existing and proposed regulations to
tourist, excursion, scenic, and historic
railroads. This Task was accepted on
April 2, 1996, and a Working Group was
established. The Working Group
monitored the steam locomotive
regulations task. Contact: Grady Cothen
(202) 493-6302.

Task 96-5—Reviewing and
recommending revisions to Steam
Locomotive Inspection Standards (49
CFR Part 230). This Task was assigned
to the Tourist and Historic Working
Group on July 24, 1996. Consensus was
reached and an NPRM was published on
September 25, 1998 (63 FR 51404). A
public hearing was held on February 4,
1999, and recommendations were
developed in response to comments
received. The final rule was published
on November 17, 1999 (64 FR 62828).
Contact: George Scerbo (202) 493-6349.

Task 96-6—Reviewing and
recommending revisions to
miscellaneous aspects of the regulations
addressing Locomotive Engineer
Certification (49 CFR Part 240). This
Task was accepted on October 31, 1996,
and a Working Group was established.
Consensus was reached and an NPRM
was published on September 22, 1998.
The Working Group met to resolve
issues presented in public comments.
The RSAC recommended issuance of a
final rule with the Working Group
modifications. The final rule was

published November 8, 1999 (64 FR
60966). Contact: John Conklin (202)
493-6318.

Task 96-7—Developing On-Track
Equipment Safety Standards. This task
was assigned to the existing Track
Standards Working Group on October
31, 1996, and a Task Force was
established. The Task Force is finalizing
a proposed rule to present to the RSAC
for consideration. Contact: Al
MacDowell (202) 493—-6236.

Task 96-8—This Planning Task
evaluated the need for action responsive
to recommendations contained in a
report to Congress entitled, Locomotive
Crashworthiness & Working Conditions.
This Planning Task was accepted on
October 31, 1996. A Planning Group
was formed and reviewed the report,
grouping issues into categories.

Task 97-1—Developing
crashworthiness specifications to
promote the integrity of the locomotive
cab in accidents resulting from
collisions. This Task was accepted on
June 24, 1997. A Task Force on
engineering issues was established by
the Working Group on Locomotive
Crashworthiness to review collision
history and design options and
additional research was commissioned.
The Working Group reviewed results of
the research and is drafting standards
for freight and passenger locomotives to
present to the RSAC for consideration.
Contact: Sean Mehrvazi (202) 493-6237.

Task 97-2—Evaluating the extent to
which environmental, sanitary, and
other working conditions in locomotive
cabs affect the crew’s health and the safe
operation of locomotives, proposing
standards where appropriate. This Task
was accepted June 24, 1997. A draft
sanitation NPRM is under review by the
Working Group on Cab Working
Conditions. Task forces on noise and
temperature were formed to identify and
address issues. The Noise Task Force is
preparing draft recommendations for
noise exposure requirements. Contact:
Brenda Hattery (202) 493-6326.

Task 97-3—Developing event
recorder data survivability standards.
This Task was accepted on June 24,
1997. An Event Recorder Working
Group and Task Force have been
established and are actively meeting. A
draft proposed rule is being reviewed.
Contact: Edward English (202) 493—
6321.

Task 97-4 and Task 97-5—Defining
Positive Train Control (PTC)
functionalities, describing available
technologies, evaluating costs and
benefits of potential systems, and
considering implementation
opportunities and challenges, including
demonstration and deployment.

Task 97-6—Revising various
regulations to address the safety
implications of processor-based signal
and train control technologies,
including communications-based
operating systems. These three tasks
were accepted on September 30, 1997,
and assigned to a single Working Group.
A Data and Implementation Task Force,
formed to address issues such as
assessment of costs and benefits and
technical readiness, completed a report
on the future of PTC systems. The report
was accepted as RSAC’s Report to the
Administrator at the September 8, 1999,
meeting. The Standards Task Force,
formed to develop PTC standards, is
developing draft recommendations for
performance-based standards for
processor-based signal and train control
standards for presentation to the RSAC.
Contact: Grady Cothen (202) 493-6302.

Task 97-7—Determining damages
qualifying an event as a reportable train
accident. This Task was accepted on
September 30, 1997. A working group
was formed to address this task and
conducted their initial meeting February
8, 1999. Contact: Robert Finkelstein
(202) 493-6280.

Please refer to the notice published in
the Federal Register on March 11, 1996
(61 F.R. 9740) for more information
about the RSAC.

Issued in Washington, DC, on December
14, 1999.

Michael J. Logue,

Deputy Associate Administrator for Safety
Compliance and Program Implementation.

[FR Doc. 99-32783 Filed 12—-16-99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-06—P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration

[Docket No. NHTSA—99-6623]

Decision That Certain Nonconforming
Motor Vehicles Are Eligible for
Importation

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice of decision by NHTSA
that certain nonconforming motor
vehicles are eligible for importation.

SUMMARY: This document announces
decisions by NHTSA that certain motor
vehicles not originally manufactured to
comply with all applicable Federal
motor vehicle safety standards are
eligible for importation into the United
States because they are substantially
similar to vehicles originally
manufactured for importation into and/
or sale in the United States and certified
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