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16, 1999. The full text of this
Commission decision is available for
inspection and copying during normal
business hours in the Commission’s
Reference Center, 445 12th Street, SW,
Washington, DC. The complete text of
this decision may also be purchased
from the Commission’s copy
contractors, International Transcription
Services, Inc., 1231 20th Street, NW,
Washington, DC 20036, (202) 857-3800,
facsimile (202) 857-3805.

List of Subjects in 47 CFR Part 73

Radio broadcasting.

Part 73 of title 47 of the Code of
Federal Regulations is amended as
follows:

PART 73—[AMENDED]

1. The authority citation for Part 73
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 47 U.S.C. 154, 303, 334 and 336.

§73.202 [Amended]

2. Section 73.202(b), the Table of FM
Allotments under Texas, is amended by
adding Channels 275A and 293A at
Llano.

Federal Communications Commission.
John A. Karousos,

Chief, Allocations Branch, Policy and Rules
Division, Mass Media Bureau.

[FR Doc. 99-18959 Filed 7-23-99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6712-01-M

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 660

[Docket No. 981231333-9127-03; I.D.
071999C]

Fisheries off West Coast States and in
the Western Pacific; Pacific Coast
Groundfish Fishery; Whiting Closure
for the Catcher/Processor Sector

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Fishing restrictions; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces closure of
the 1999 catcher/processor fishery for
whiting at 12 noon local time (l.t.) July
21, 1999, because the allocation for the
catcher/processor sector will be reached
by that time. This action is intended to
keep the harvest of whiting within the
1999 allocation levels.

DATES: Effective from 12 noon L.t. July
21, 1999, until the start of the 2000

primary season for the catcher/processor
sector, unless modified, superseded or
rescinded. Comments will be accepted
through August 10, 1999.

ADDRESSES: Submit comments to
William Stelle, Jr., Administrator,
Northwest Region (Regional
Administrator), NMFS, 7600 Sand Point
Way NE., Seattle, WA 98115-0070; or
Rodney R. Mclnnis, Acting Regional
Administrator, Southwest Region,
NMFS, 501 West Ocean Blvd., Suite
4200, Long Beach, CA 90802—-4213.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Katherine King at 206-526-6145 or
Becky Renko at 206-526—6110.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
action is authorized by regulations
implementing the Pacific Coast
Groundfish Fishery Management Plan
(FMP), which governs the groundfish
fishery off Washington, Oregon, and
California. On January 8, 1999 (64 FR
1316), regulations were published
announcing the 1999 fishing seasons for
Pacific whiting. A new whiting stock
assessment was completed in early
1999, and an allowable biological catch
(ABC) and optimum yield (OY) of
232,000 metric tons (mt) were
recommended for all U.S. harvests. On
May 24, 1999, (64 FR 27928), NMFS
announced the 1999 whiting ABC and
OY of 232,000 mt, the tribal whiting
allocation of 32,500 mt, and the
commercial OY of 199,500 mt.
Regulations at 50 CFR 660.323(a)(3)(i)
describe the primary season for catcher/
processors as the period(s) when at-sea
processing is allowed and the fishery is
open for the catcher/processor sector.
Regulations at 50 CFR 660.323(a)(4)
divide the commercial allocation into
separate allocations for the catcher/
processor, mothership, and shore-based
sectors of the whiting fishery. When
each sector’s allocation is reached, the
primary season for that sector is ended.
The catcher/processor sector is
composed of vessels that harvest and
process whiting. The mothership sector
is composed of motherships and catcher
vessels that harvest whiting for delivery
to motherships. Motherships are vessels
that process, but do not harvest,
whiting. The shoreside sector is
composed of vessels that harvest
whiting for delivery to shore-based
processors. The allocations, which are
based on the 1999 commercial harvest
guideline for whiting of 199,500 mt, are:
67,800 mt (34 percent) for the catcher/
processor sector; 47,900 mt (24 percent)
for the mothership sector; and 83,800 mt
(42 percent) for the shoreside sector.
The best available information on July
20, 1999, indicated that the 67,800-mt

catcher/processor allocation would be
reached by 12 noon I.t., July 21, 1999.

NMFS Action

For the reasons stated here and in
accordance with the regulations at 50
CFR 660.323(a)(4)(iii)(A), NMFS herein
announces: Effective 12 noon L.t. July
21, 1999, further taking and retaining,
receiving or at-sea processing of whiting
by a catcher/processor is prohibited. No
additional unprocessed whiting may be
brought on board after at-sea processing
is prohibited, but a catcher/processor
may continue to process whiting that
was on board before at-sea processing
was prohibited.

Classification

This action is authorized by the
regulations implementing the FMP. The
determination to take this action is
based on the most recent data available.
The aggregate data upon which the
determination is based are available for
public inspection at the Office of the
Regional Administrator (see ADDRESSES)
during business hours. This action is
taken under the authority of 50 CFR
660.323(a)(4)(iii)(A) and is exempt from
review under E.O. 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: July 20, 1999.

Bruce C. Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 99-18996 Filed 7-21-99; 3:52 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-F

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679

[Docket No. 990304062-9060-01; I.D.
072199A]

Fisheries of the Economic Exclusive
Zone Off Alaska; Deep-Water Species
Fishery by Vessels Using Trawl Gear in
the Gulf of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for species that comprise the
deep-water species fishery by vessels
using trawl gear in the Gulf of Alaska
(GOA). This action is necessary because
the third seasonal apportionment of the
1999 Pacific halibut bycatch allowance
specified for the trawl deep-water
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species fishery in the GOA has been
caught.

DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.L.t.), July 21, 1999, until 1200
hrs, A.l.t., October 1, 1999.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas Pearson, 907-481-1780 or
tom.pearson@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

The Pacific halibut bycatch allowance
for the GOA trawl deep-water species
fishery, which is defined at
§679.21(d)(3)(iii)(B), was established by
the Final 1999 Harvest Specifications of
Groundfish for the GOA (64 FR 12094,
March 11, 1999) for the third season, the

period July 4, 1999, through September
30, 1999, as 400 metric tons.

In accordance with §679.21(d)(7)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the third seasonal
apportionment of the 1999 Pacific
halibut bycatch allowance specified for
the trawl deep-water species fishery in
the GOA has been caught.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for the deep-water
species fishery by vessels using trawl
gear in the GOA. The species and
species groups that comprise the deep-
water species fishery are: rockfish as
defined at §679.2, deep-water flatfish
(Dover sole, Greenland turbot, and
deepsea sole), rex sole, arrowtooth
flounder, and sablefish.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
may be found in the regulations at
§679.20(e) and ().

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. It must be

implemented immediately in order to
prevent overharvesting the third
seasonal apportionment of the 1999
Pacific halibut bycatch allowance
specified for the trawl deep-water
species fishery in the GOA. A delay in
the effective date is impracticable and
contrary to the public interest. The third
seasonal apportionment of the Pacific
halibut bycatch allowance has been
caught. Further delay would only result
in overharvest. NMFS finds for good
cause that the implementation of this
action cannot be delayed for 30 days.
Accordingly, under 5 U.S.C. 553(d), a
delay in the effective date is hereby
waived.

This action is required by §679.21
and is exempt from review under E.O.
12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 21, 1999.
Bruce C. Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 99-18997 Filed 7-21-99; 3:52 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-F
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