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There is a detent for “ACCESSORY”’
and it is labeled on the ignition switch.
Nissan believes that it is highly unlikely
that a driver would actually turn and
leave the key in the “OFF’’ position.
Nissan states that the affected vehicles
do comply with all other requirements
of FMVSS 102.

Nissan supports its application for
inconsequential noncompliance with
the following statements:

The situation involving the Frontier
trucks is essentially the same as that
described in an inconsequentiality
petition filed by General Motors
Corporation in 1993 and granted by
NHTSA. See 58 FR 16735, March 30,
1993 and 58 FR 33296, June 16, 1993.
The petitioner in that matter stated that,
on certain of its vehicles, the PRNDL
display would not be illuminated if the
transmission was left in a position other
than “PARK” when the ignition key was
turned “OFF.” The petitioner noted that
the vehicles in question complied with
FMVSS 102 during normal ignition
activation and vehicle operation. In that
matter, NHTSA concluded that since the
noncompliance did not occur during
times that the affected vehicles were
operated, ‘‘the noncompliance presents
no discernible threat to safety.” See 58
FR 33297.

As NHTSA noted in proposing the
current version of the standard (49 FR
3240911, August 25, 1988), the purpose
of the display requirement is to
“provide the driver with transmission
position information for the vehicle
conditions where such information can
reduce the likelihood of shifting errors.”
In all but the rarest circumstances, the
primary function of the transmission
display is to inform the driver of gear
selection and relative position of the
gears while the engine is running.

In the case of the Nissan trucks, the
selected gear position and PRNDL
display are always visible when the
engine is running. The selected gear
position is not shown in the instrument
panel electronic display if the engine is
turned off. If the ignition key is rotated
to the “ON"’ position, the selected gear
position immediately illuminates. If the
transmission is in “PARK’’ and the
engine is started, the selected gear
position becomes immediately visible.

If the driver seeks to start the truck
when the transmission is not in the
“PARK” or “NEUTRAL” position,
ignition would be impossible, as
required under FMVSS 102. As soon as
the ignition key is rotated to the “ON”
or “START"” position, the selected gear
would become immediately apparent as
the display is illuminated under these
conditions. This means that the engine
will only start under the condition that

the PRNDL and selected gear position
are visible to the driver.

Because the movement of the shift
lever to place the transmission in
“PARK” is the same on all vehicles
using a column-mounted shift lever,
that is, pulled toward the driver and
then moved all the way to the left, most
drivers do not rely on the PRNDL
display to ensure the transmission is in
“PARK.” This means that it is highly
unlikely a driver attempting to place the
transmission in “PARK” would fail to
do so even if the gear position was not
visible on the PRNDL display.

If the driver were to attempt to
remove the key before exiting the
vehicle while erroneously believing that
the transmission is in “PARK”" (with the
ignition key being in the “OFF” or
“ACCESSORY"” position), it would be
impossible to remove the key from the
ignition. This would alert drivers that
the transmission was not in “PARK”
and cause them to put it in “PARK" so
that they could remove the key. If the
driver opens the door before attempting
to remove the key, the FMVSS 114
audible warning would sound when the
door is opened, providing further
indication of the improper gear
selection. As stated by NHTSA, exiting
the vehicle in these circumstances
“would be limited to the rare situation.”
See 54 FR 29042, 29044 (July 11, 1989).

Nissan believes that the theoretical
risk of one of the subject vehicles rolling
away after the driver exits the vehicle
because they failed to place the
transmission in “PARK’” and/or to
engage the parking brake while leaving
the key in the ignition switch in the
“OFF” or **ACCESSORY”’ position so
that the selected gear is not displayed in
the PRNDL is no higher than in a
vehicle in which the PRNDL display is
working properly.

Although there may be rare
circumstances when it would be useful
to know the gear position when the
engine is off, this information is
provided by the shift lever position.
Moreover, the electronic display can be
illuminated simply by turning the key to
the “ON”" position. As noted above and
as stated in the final notice granting the
General Motors petition, “in all but the
rarest circumstances, the primary
function of the PRNDL display is to
inform the driver of gear selection and
relative position of the gears while the
engine is running.” See 58 FR 33297.

The gear selector lever on these trucks
cannot be moved from the “PARK”
position if the key is not in the ignition
switch. Therefore, the fact that the
selected gear is not displayed in the
PRNDL with the ignition key in the
“OFF” or “ON” position has no

relevance when the key is not in the
switch.

Nissan has no record of any customer
complaint or accident report that could
be associated with or attributed to this
condition.

We invite you to comment in writing
on Nissan’s application. Comments
should refer to the docket number and
be submitted in two copies to: U.S.
Department of Transportation, Docket
Management, Room PL-401, 400
Seventh Street, S.W., Washington, D.C.
20590.

We will consider comments received
before the close of business on the
closing date indicated below. We will
file the application and supporting
materials. We will consider, to the
extent possible, all comments received
after the closing date. When we grant or
deny the application, we will publish
the notice in the Federal Register.

Comment closing date: February 24,
1999.

(49 U.S.C. 30118, 30120; delegations of

authority at 49 CFR 1.50 and 501.8)
Issued on: January 19, 1999.

L. Robert Shelton,

Associate Administrator for Safety
Performance Standards.

[FR Doc. 99-1584 Filed 1-22-99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-59-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surface Transportation Board
[STB Docket No. AB—33 (Sub—No. 132X)]

Union Pacific Railroad Company—
Abandonment Exemption—in Rio
Grande and Mineral Counties, CO

Union Pacific Railroad Company (UP)
has filed a notice of exemption under 49
CFR 1152 Subpart F—Exempt
Abandonments and Discontinuances of
Service and Trackage Rights to abandon
and discontinue service over a 21.6-mile
line of railroad known as the Creede
Branch, extending from milepost 299.3
near Derrick to the end of the line at
milepost 320.9 at Creede, in Rio Grande
and Mineral Counties, CO.1 The line

1The line is located on the former railroad known
as The Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad
Company, a company of the former Southern
Pacific Transportation Company which merged into
UP pursuant to Board authority granted in Union
Pacific Corporation, Union Pacific Railroad
Company, and Missouri Pacific Railroad
Company—Control and Merger—Southern Pacific
Rail Corporation, Southern Pacific Transportation
Company, St. Louis Southwestern Railway
Company, SPCSL Corp. and The Denver and Rio
Grande Western Railroad Company, Finance Docket
No. 32760, Decision No. 44 (STB served Aug. 12,
1996). In this filing, UP is seeking to abandon the
stub end of the line.
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traverses United States Postal Service
Zip Codes 81154 and 81130.

UP has certified that: (1) No local
traffic has moved over the line for at
least 2 years; (2) any overhead traffic on
the line can be rerouted over other lines;
(3) no formal complaint filed by a user
of rail service on the line (or by a state
or local government entity acting on
behalf of such user) regarding cessation
of service over the line either is pending
with the Surface Transportation Board
(Board) or with any U.S. District Court
or has been decided in favor of
complainant within the 2-year period;
and (4) the requirements at 49 CFR
1105.7 (environmental reports), 49 CFR
1105.8 (historic reports), 49 CFR
1105.11 (transmittal letter), 49 CFR
1105.12 (newspaper publication), and
49 CFR 1152.50(d)(1) (notice to
governmental agencies) have been met.

As a condition to this exemption, any
employee adversely affected by the
abandonment shall be protected under
Oregon Short Line R. Co.—
Abandonment—Goshen, 360 |.C.C. 91
(1979). To address whether this
condition adequately protects affected
employees, a petition for partial
revocation under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d)
must be filed. Because a formal
expression of intent to file an offer of
financial assistance (OFA) has been
received, this exemption will be
effective on March 6, 1999,2 unless
stayed pending reconsideration.
Petitions to stay that do not involve
environmental issues,3 any additional
formal expressions of intent to file an
OFA under 49 CFR 1152.27(c)(2),4 and
trail use/rail banking requests under 49
CFR 1152.29 must be filed by February
4, 1999. Petitions to reopen or requests
for public use conditions under 49 CFR
1152.28 must be filed by February 16,
1999, with: Surface Transportation

2Under 49 CFR 1152.50(3), the notice would have
been scheduled to become effective on February 24,
1999, but a formal expression of intent to file an
OFA has been filed by the Denver & Rio Grande
Railway Historical Foundation (D&RHF) to
purchase or to acquire by donation the entire line.
D&RHF’s notice of intent automatically will stay the
effective date of the exemption until March 6, 1999.
See 49 CFR 1152.27(c)(2)(i). An OFA is due no later
than 30 days after the Federal Register publication
of the notice of exemption. See 49 CFR
1152.27(c)(2)(ii)(B). Thus, an OFA is due no later
than February 24, 1999.

3The Board will grant a stay if an informed
decision on environmental issues (whether raised
by a party or by the Board’s Section of
Environmental Analysis in its independent
investigation) cannot be made before the
exemption’s effective date. See Exemption of Out-
of-Service Rail Lines, 5 I1.C.C. 2d 377 (1989). Any
request for a stay should be filed as soon as possible
so that the Board may take appropriate action before
the exemption’s effective date.

4Each offer of financial assistance must be
accompanied by the filing fee, which currently is
set at $1000. See 49 CFR 1002.2(f)(25).

Board, Office of the Secretary, Case
Control Unit, 1925 K Street, NW,
Washington, DC 20423.

A copy of any petition filed with the
Board should be sent to applicant’s
representative: Joseph D. Anthofer,
General Attorney, Union Pacific
Railroad Company, 1416 Dodge Street,
Room 830, Omaha, NE 68179.

If the verified notice contains false or
misleading information, the exemption
is void ab initio.

UP has filed an environmental report
which addresses the abandonment’s
effects, if any, on the environment and
historic resources. The Section of
Environmental Analysis (SEA) will
issue an environmental assessment (EA)
by January 29, 1999. Interested persons
may obtain a copy of the EA by writing
to SEA (Room 500, Surface
Transportation Board, Washington, DC
20423) or by calling SEA, at (202) 565—
1545. Comments on environmental and
historic preservation matters must be
filed within 15 days after the EA
becomes available to the public.

Environmental, historic preservation,
public use, or trail use/rail banking
conditions will be imposed, where
appropriate, in a subsequent decision.

Pursuant to the provisions of 49 CFR
1152.29(e)(2), UP shall file a notice of
consummation with the Board to signify
that it has exercised the authority
granted and fully abandoned the line. If
consummation has not been effected by
UP’s filing of a notice of consummation
by January 25, 2000, and there are no
legal or regulatory barriers to
consummation, the authority to
abandon will automatically expire.

Board decisions and notices are
available on our website at
“WWW.STB.DOT.GOV.”

Decided: January 15, 1999.

By the Board, David M. Konschnik,
Director, Office of Proceedings.

Vernon A. Williams,

Secretary.

[FR Doc. 99-1620 Filed 1-22-99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4915-00-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Departmental Offices; Proposed
Collections; Comment Requests

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Department of the
Treasury, as part of its continuing effort
to reduce paperwork burdens, invites
the general public and other Federal
agencies to comment on an information
collection that is due for renewed
approval by the Office of Management

and Budget. The Office of International
Financial Analysis within the
Department of the Treasury is soliciting
comments concerning Treasury
International Capital Forms CQ-1 and
CQ-2, Financial and Commercial
Liabilities to, and Claims on,
Unaffiliated Foreigners.

DATES: Written comments should be
received on or before March 26, 1999 to
be assured of consideration.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Dwight Wolkow, Administrator,
International Portfolio Investment Data
Systems, Department of the Treasury,
Room 5205, 1500 Pennsylvania Avenue
NW, Washington, DC 20220.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the forms and instructions
should be directed to Dwight Wolkow,
Administrator, International Portfolio
Investment Data Systems, Department of
the Treasury, Room 5205, 1500
Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington,
DC 20220, (202) 622-1276.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Treasury International Capital
Form CQ-1, Financial Liabilities to, and
Claims on, Unaffiliated Foreigners; and
Treasury International Capital Form
CQ-2, Commercial Liabilities to, and
Claims on, Unaffiliated Foreigners.

OMB Number: 1505-0024.

Abstract: Forms CQ-1 and CQ-2 are
part of the Treasury International
Capital (TIC) reporting system, which is
required by law (22 U.S.C. 286f; 22
U.S.C. 3103; EO 10033; 31 CFR 128),
and is designed to collect timely
information on international portfolio
capital movements. Forms CQ-1 and
CQ-2 are quarterly reports filed by
nonbanking enterprises in the U.S. to
report their international portfolio
transactions with unaffiliated foreigners.
This information is necessary for
compiling the U.S. balance of payments
accounts, for calculating the U.S.
international investment position, and
for use in formulating U.S. international
financial and monetary policies.

Current Actions: No changes to
reporting requirements for the forms are
proposed at this time.

Type of Review: Extension.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations.

Forms CQ-1 and CQ-2 (1505-0024).

Estimated Number of Respondents:
500.

Estimated Average Time per
Respondent: 4 hours per respondent per
filing.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 8,000 hours, based on 4 reporting
periods per year.
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