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(1) Employment in an excluded
category follows employment subject to
subchapter Ill of chapter 83 of title 5,
United States Code, without a break in
service or after a separation from service
of 3 days or less, except in the case of:

(i) An alien employee whose duty
station is located in a foreign country;
or

(ii) An employee hired by the Census
Bureau under a temporary, intermittent
appointment to perform decennial
census duties.

* * * * *

PART 842—FEDERAL EMPLOYEES
RETIREMENT SYSTEM—BASIC
ANNUITY

3. The authority citation for part 842
is revised to read as follows:

Authority: 5 U.S.C. 8461(g); §8842.104 and
842.106 also issued under 5 U.S.C. 8461(n);
§842.105 also issued under 5 U.S.C.
8402(c)(1) and 7701(b)(2); §842.106 also
issued under section 102(e) of Pub. L. 104—
8, 109 Stat. 102, as amended by section 153
of Pub. L. 104-134, 110 Stat. 1321; §842.107
also issued under sections 11202(f), 11232(e),
and 11246(b) of Pub. L. 105-33, 111 Stat.
251; 88842.604 and 842.611 also issued
under 5 U.S.C. 8417; §842.607 also issued
under 5 U.S.C. 8416 and 8417; §842.614 also
issued under 5 U.S.C. 8419; §842.615 also
issued under 5 U.S.C. 8418; §842.703 also
issued under section 7001(a)(4) of Pub. L.
101-508; §842.707 also issued under section
6001 of Pub. L. 100-203; §842.708 also
issued under section 4005 of Pub. L. 101-239
and section 7001 of Pub. L. 101-508; subpart
H also issued under 5 U.S.C. 1104.

Subpart A—Coverage

4. In §842.105, paragraph (b) is
revised to read as follows:

§842.105 Regulatory exclusions.
* * * * *

(b) When an employee who is covered
by FERS moves to a position listed in
paragraph (a) of this section without a
break in service or after a separation of
3 days or less, his or her FERS coverage
will continue, except in the case of an
employee hired by the Census Bureau
under a temporary, intermittent
appointment to perform decennial
census duties.

* * * * *

PART 870—FEDERAL EMPLOYEES’
GROUP LIFE INSURANCE PROGRAM

5. The authority citation for part 870
is revised to read as follows:

Authority: 5 U.S.C. 8716; subpart J also
issued under sec. 599C of Pub. L. 101-513,
104 Stat. 2064, as amended; § 870.302 also
issued under sections 11202(f), 11232(e), and
11246(b) and (c) of Pub. L. 105-33, 111 Stat.
251.

6. In §870.301, add paragraph (c) to
read as follows:

§870.301 Eligibility for life insurance.

* * * * *

(c) Notwithstanding any other
provision in this part, the hiring of a
Federal employee, whether in pay status
or nonpay status, for a temporary,
intermittent position with the decennial
census has no effect on the amount of
his/her Basic or Option B insurance, the
withholdings or Government
contribution for his/her insurance, or
the determination of when 12 months in
nonpay status ends.

PART 890—FEDERAL EMPLOYEES
HEALTH BENEFITS PROGRAM

7. The authority citation for part 890
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 5 U.S.C. 8913; §890.803 also
issued under 50 U.S.C. 403p, 22 U.S.C. 4069c
and 4069c-1; subpart L also issued under
sec. 599C of Pub. L. 101-513, 104 Stat. 2064,
as amended; §890.102 also issued under
sections 11202(f), 11232(e), and 11246(b) and
(c) of Pub. L. 105-33, 111 Stat. 251.

8. In §890.102, paragraph (g) is added
to read as follows:

§890.102 Coverage.
* * * * *

(9) Notwithstanding any other
provision in this part, the hiring of a
Federal employee, whether in pay status
or nonpay status, for a temporary,
intermittent position with the decennial
census has no effect on the withholding
or Government contribution for his/her
coverage or the determination of when
365 days in nonpay status ends.

[FR Doc. 98-4781 Filed 2-24-98; 8:45 am]
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NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

10 CFR Parts 50 and 70
RIN 3150-AF87

Criticality Accident Requirements;
Withdrawal of Direct Final Rule and
Revocation of Regulatory Text

AGENCY: Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.

ACTION: Direct final rule; withdrawal.

SUMMARY: The Nuclear Regulatory
Commission is withdrawing a direct
final rule that would have amended the
Commission’s regulations to provide
light-water nuclear power reactor
licensees with greater flexibility in
meeting the requirement that licensees
authorized to possess more than a small

amount of special nuclear material
(SNM) maintain a criticality monitoring
system in each area where the material
is handled, used, or stored. The NRC is
taking this action because it has
received significant adverse comments
in response to an identical proposed
rule which was concurrently published
in the Federal Register. Because the
effective date for the direct final rule has
passed, the NRC is removing the
regulatory text codified in that action.

EFFECTIVE DATE: February 25, 1998.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Stan
Turel, Office of Nuclear Regulatory
Research, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, Washington, DC 20555.
Telephone (301) 415-6234 (E-mail:
spt@nrc.gov).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On
December 3, 1997 (62 FR 63825), the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
published in the Federal Register a
direct final rule amending its
regulations to provide persons licensed
to construct or operate light-water
nuclear power reactors with the option
of either meeting the criticality accident
requirements of paragraph (a) of 10 CFR
70.24 in handling and storage areas for
SNM, or electing to comply with
requirements that would be
incorporated into 10 CFR part 50 at
§50.68. The direct final rule was to
become effective on February 17, 1998.
The NRC also concurrently published
an identical proposed rule on December
3, 1997 (62 FR 63911). In these
documents, the NRC indicated that if it
received significant adverse comments
in response to this action, the NRC
would withdraw the direct final rule
and would consider the comments
received as in response to the proposed
rule and address these comments in a
subsequent final rule. Therefore, the
Commission is withdrawing the
December 3, 1997, direct final rule. The
public comments received will be
addressed in a subsequent final rule
issued in either a notice of final
rulemaking or in a notice of withdrawal
of the proposed rule.

Because this notice of withdrawal is
being published after the February 17,
1998, effective date for the direct final
rule, the regulatory text presented in the
December 3, 1997, direct final rule must
be removed from the Code of Federal
Regulations. Therefore, the provisions
added to part 50 at §50.68 are removed
and the text of § 70.24(d) is being
restored to the text of the paragraph that
was in effect before the December 3,
1997, amendment to that paragraph.
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List of Subjects
10 CFR Part 50

Antitrust, Classified information,
Criminal penalties, Fire protection,
Intergovernmental relations, Nuclear
power plants and reactors, Radiation
protection, Reactor siting criteria,
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements.

10 CFR Part 70

Criminal penalties, Hazardous
materials transportation, Material
control and accounting, Nuclear
materials, Packaging and containers,
Radiation protection, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements, Scientific
equipment, Security measures, Special
nuclear material.

For the reasons set out in the
preamble and under the authority of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended,
the Energy Reorganization Act of 1974,
as amended, and 5 U.S.C 553, the NRC
is adopting the following amendments
to 10 CFR parts 50 and 70.

PART 50—DOMESTIC LICENSING OF
PRODUCTION AND UTILIZATION
FACILITIES

1. The authority citation for part 50
continues to read as follows:

Authority: Secs. 102, 103, 104, 105, 161,
182, 183, 186, 189, 68 Stat. 936, 937, 938,
948, 953, 954, 955, 956, as amended, sec.
234, 83 Stat. 444, as amended (42 U.S.C.
2132, 2133, 2134, 2135, 2201, 2232, 2233,
2236, 2239, 2282); secs. 201, as amended,
202, 206, 88 Stat. 1242, as amended, 1244,
1246 (42 U.S.C. 5841, 5842, 5846).

Section 50.7 also issued under Pub. L. 95—
601, sec. 10, 92 Stat. 2951 (42 U.S.C. 5851).
Section 50.10 also issued under secs. 101,
185, 68 Stat. 955 as amended (42 U.S.C. 2131,
2235), sec. 102, Pub. L. 91-190, 83 Stat. 853
(42 U.S.C. 4332). Sections 50.13, and
50.54(dd), and 50.103 also issued under sec.
108, 68 Stat. 939, as amended (42 U.S.C.
2138). Sections 50.23, 50.35, 50.55, and 50.56
also issued under sec. 185, 68 Stat. 955 (42
U.S.C. 2235). Sections 50.33a, 50.55a and
Appendix Q also issued under sec. 102, Pub.
L. 91-190, 83 Stat. 853 (42 U.S.C. 4332).
Sections 50.34 and 50.54 also issued under
sec. 204, 88 Stat. 1245 (42 U.S.C. 5844).
Sections 50.58, 50.91, and 50.92 also issued
under Pub. L. 97-415, 96 Stat. 2073 (42
U.S.C. 2239). Section 50.78 also issued under
sec. 122, 68 Stat. 939 (42 U.S.C. 2152).
Sections 50.80—50.81 also issued under sec.
184, 68 Stat. 954, as amended (42 U.S.C.
2234). Appendix F also issued under sec.
187, 68 Stat. 955 (42 U.S.C 2237).

§50.68
2. Section 50.68 is removed.

[Removed]

PART 70—DOMESTIC LICENSING OF
SPECIAL NUCLEAR MATERIAL

3. The authority citation for part 70
continues to read as follows:

Authority: Secs. 51, 53, 161, 182, 183, 68
Stat. 929, 930, 948, 953, 954, as amended,
sec. 234, 83 Stat. 444, as amended, (42 U.S.C.
2071, 2073, 2201, 2232, 2233, 2282, 2297f);
secs. 201, as amended, 202, 204, 206, 88 Stat.
1242, as amended, 1244, 1245, 1246 (42
U.S.C. 5841, 5842, 5845, 5846). Sec. 193, 104
Stat. 2835 as amended by Pub. L. 104-134,
110 Stat. 1321, 1321-349 (42 U.S.C. 2243).

Sections 70.1(c) and 70.20a(b) also issued
under secs. 135, 141, Pub. L. 97-425, 96 Stat.
2232, 2241 (42 U.S.C. 10155, 10161). Section
70.7 also issued under Pub. L. 95-601, sec.
10, 92 Stat. 2951 (42 U.S.C. 5851). Section
70.21(9) also issued under sec. 122, 68 Stat.
939 (42 U.S.C. 2152). Section 70.31 also
issued under sec. 57d, Pub. L. 93-377, 88
Stat. 475 (42 U.S.C. 2077). Sections 70.36 and
70.44 also issued under sec. 184, 68 Stat. 954,
as amended (42 U.S.C. 2234). Section 70.61
also issued under secs. 186, 187, 68 Stat. 955
(42 U.S.C. 2236, 2237). Section 70.62 also
issued under sec. 108, 68 Stat. 939, as
amended (42 U.S.C. 2138).

4. In §70.24, paragraph (d) is revised
to read as follows:

§70.24 Criticality accident requirements.
* * * * *

(d) Any licensee who believes that
good cause exists why he should be
granted an exemption in whole or in
part from the requirements of this
section may apply to the Commission
for such exemption. Such application
shall specify his reason for the relief
requested.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 20th day
of February, 1998.

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
John C. Hoyle,

Secretary of the Commission.
[FR Doc. 98-4830 Filed 2—24-98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7590-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. 97-SW-29-AD; Amendment
39-10359; AD 98-04-48]

RIN 2120-AA64

Airworthiness Directives; Eurocopter
France Model AS 332L2 Helicopters

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration, DOT.

ACTION: Final rule; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: This amendment adopts a
new airworthiness directive (AD) that is

applicable to Eurocopter France Model
AS 332L2 helicopters. This action
requires modifying the main rotor blade
vibration absorber (vibration absorber)
by replacing the weight support
assemblies with reinforced weight
support assemblies. This amendment is
prompted by a report of the failure of a
weight support assembly in-flight. The
actions specified in this AD are
intended to prevent failure of a
vibration absorber weight support
assembly, which could lead to adverse
vibrations, contact between the fuselage
and a main rotor blade or loss of a main
rotor blade; and subsequent loss of
control of the helicopter.

DATES: Effective March 12, 1998.

The incorporation by reference of
certain publications listed in the
regulations is approved by the Director
of the Federal Register as of March 12,
1998.

Comments for inclusion in the Rules
Docket must be received on or before
April 27, 1998.

ADDRESSES: Submit comments in
triplicate to the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Office of the
Regional Counsel, Southwest Region,
Attention: Rules Docket No. 97-SW-29—
AD, 2601 Meacham Blvd., Room 663,
Fort Worth, Texas 76137.

The service information referenced in
this AD may be obtained from American
Eurocopter Corporation, 2701 Forum
Drive, Grand Prairie, Texas 75053—-4005,
telephone (972) 641-3460, fax (972)
641-3527. This information may be
examined at the FAA, Office of the
Regional Counsel, Southwest Region,
2601 Meacham Blvd., Room 663, Fort
Worth, Texas; or at the Office of the
Federal Register, 800 North Capitol
Street, NW., suite 700, Washington, DC.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Mike Mathias, Aerospace Engineer,
FAA, Rotorcraft Directorate, Rotorcraft
Standards Staff, 2601 Meacham Blvd.,
Fort Worth, Texas 76137, telephone
(817) 222-5123, fax (817) 222-5961.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Direction Generale De L’Aviation Civile
(DGAC), which is the airworthiness
authority for France, recently notified
the FAA that an unsafe condition may
exist on Eurocopter France Model AS
332L2 helicopters with vibration
absorbers, part number (P/N) 332A11—
0460-01, installed. The DGAC advises
that failure of a vibration absorber can
result in adverse vibrations, contact
between the fuselage and a main rotor
blade or loss of a main rotor blade; and
subsequent loss of control of the
helicopter.

Eurocopter France has issued
Eurocopter Service Bulletin No.
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