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the reasonable period of time and that
the EC’s impending failure to bring the
banana regime into compliance would
undermine the WTO dispute settlement
system. The written comments received
in response to the November 10 Federal
Register notice and at the public hearing
primarily focused on the extent to
which the imposition of 100% ad
valorem duties on the specific products
listed in the Annex to that notice might
have an adverse effect on U.S.
consumers, workers, and industries. The
USTR also received written comments
and testimony requesting the imposition
of increased duties on certain products
of the EC not included in the Annex to
the November 10 Federal Register
notice.

On December 21, 1998, the USTR
announced in a press release the list of
products of the EC for which the USTR
intends to request authorization from
the DSB to impose 100% ad valorem
duties. [Press Release 98–113,
www.ustr.gov.] The USTR also
announced that comments would be
sought on the possible inclusion of
certain pork provided for in HTS
subheading 0210.19.00 and certain
olives provided for in HTS subheading
2005.70.6050 in the request to the DSB.
The list of products announced in the
December 21, 1999 press release is
subject to revision depending on the
comments received in response to this
notice and on the results of arbitration,
if requested by the EC.

In accordance with the time frames
set forth in Article 22 of the DSU for
suspending concessions when a WTO
member fails to bring its measures into
compliance with DSB
recommendations, the proposed
increased duties would be assessed on
the selected products that are entered,
or withdrawn from warehouse for
consumption, on or after February 1,
1999, unless the EC requests arbitration
on the proposed suspension of tariff
concessions, in which case the proposed
increased duties would be assessed on
the selected products that are entered,
or withdrawn from warehouse for
consumption, on or after March 3, 1999.

The USTR subsequently will
announce: (1) the USTR’s determination
to impose 100% ad valorem duties on
certain products of the EU and
instructions to the U.S. Customs Service
to begin assessing the increased duties;
(2) the date on which the increased
duties will begin to be assessed; and (3)
the list of products on which increased
duties will be assessed. The increased
duties would not be assessed on
products of the Netherlands or
Denmark.

Written Comments—Requirements for
Submissions

The USTR has determined that it may
be appropriate to consider including
two products in its request to the DSB
for authorization to suspend tariff
concessions on which the USTR has not
previously sought public comment.
Therefore, interested persons are invited
to comment on: (1) the appropriateness
of imposing 100% ad valorem duties on
meat of swine other than hams,
shoulders, bellies (streaky) and cuts
thereof, salted, in brine, dried or
smoked (HTS subheading 0210.19.00)
and olives (not green), sliced in a saline
solution, canned, pitted (HTS
subheading 2005.70.6050); (2) the levels
at which U.S. customs duties should be
set for these particular products; and (3)
the degree to which increased duties
may have an adverse effect upon U.S.
consumers of these products. The
imposition of increased duties would
apply to articles that are classified in
HTS subheadings 0210.19.00 and
2005.70.6050. The product descriptions
provided above are not intended to
delimit in any way the scope of the
products that would be subject to
increased duties.

Comments must be filed in
accordance with the requirements set
forth in 15 CFR 2006.8(b) (55 FR 20593)
and must be filed by noon on
Wednesday, January 13, 1999.
Comments must be in English and
provided in twenty copies to: Sybia
Harrison, Staff Assistant to the Section
301 Committee, Room 416.

Comments will be placed in a file
(Docket 301–100a) open to public
inspection pursuant to 15 CFR 2006.13,
except confidential business
information exempt from public
inspection in accordance with 15 CFR
2006.15. Confidential business
information submitted in accordance
with 15 CFR 2006.15 must be clearly
marked ‘‘BUSINESS CONFIDENTIAL’’
in a contrasting color ink at the top of
each page on each of 20 copies, and
must be accompanied by a
nonconfidential summary of the
confidential information. The
nonconfidential summary shall be
placed in the file that is open to public
inspection. An appointment to review
Docket No. 301–100a may be made by
calling Brenda Webb at (202) 395–6186.
The USTR Reading Room is open to the
public from 9:30 a.m. to 12 noon and
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through
Friday, and is located in Room 101.
Joanna K. McIntosh,
Chairman, Section 301 Committee.
[FR Doc. 98–34497 Filed 12–28–98; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

Controller Pilot Data Link
Communications Industry Day

Pursuant to section 10(a)(2) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act (Pub.
L. 92–463, 5 U.S.C., Appendix 2), notice
is hereby given of an Industry Day to
discuss Controller Pilot Data Link
Communications, to be held on January
6, 1999, starting at 8:30 a.m., at the
Federal Aviation Administration, 800
Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC, in the third floor
auditorium. This meeting is sponsored
by the FAA Office of Communications,
Navigation, and Surveillance Systems.

Presentations will include an
overview of the CPDLC project and an
update on the Free Flight Phase I
CPDLC Human Factors Assessment.
These presentations will provide the
aviation community with current
information about the status of the
CPDLC Data Link Program. This will be
allocated to questions, answers, and
general discussion.

Attendance is open to the interested
public but limited to space availability.
With the approval of the Product Lead
for Aeronautical Data Link, members of
the public may present oral statements
at the meeting. Persons wishing to
present statements or obtain information
should contact Mr. James H. Williams,
FAA, at (202) 493–4693. Members of the
public may present a written statement
to the Product Lead at any time.

Exceptional circumstances and the
need to provide the user community
with the latest agency decisions
concerning program funding and
schedules necessitate the public notice
of meeting is less than 15 days.

Issued in Washington, DC, on December
22, 1998.
Shelly L. Myers,
Director, Communications, Navigation, and
Surveillance Systems.
[FR Doc. 98–34351 Filed 12–28–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–13–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Highway Administration

Environmental Impact Statement;
Bernalillo County, NM

AGENCY: Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), DOT.
ACTION: Amended Notice of Intent to
prepare an environmental impact
statement (EIS) for improvements to the
Interstate 25/Interstate 40 Interchange.
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SUMMARY: The FHWA is issuing this
notice to advise the public that we have
suspended preparation of an
environmental impact statement for a
proposed transportation improvement
project in Albuquerque, Bernalillo
County, New Mexico.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Gregory D. Rawlings, Environmental
Specialist, Federal Highway
Administration, 604 W. San Mateo
Road., Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505,
Telephone: (505) 820–2027.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Electronic Access

An electronic copy of this document
may be downloaded using a modem and
suitable communications software from
the Government Printing Office
Electronic Bulletin Board Service at
(202) 512–1661. Internet users may
reach the Federal Registers home page
at: http://www/nara.gov.fedreg and the
Government Printing Offices database
at: http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara

Background

On September 20, 1996, at FR 49521,
the FHWA issued a notice of intent that
an environmental impact statement
would be prepared for proposed
improvements to the Interstate 25/
Interstate 40 (Big I) Interchange in
Albuguerque, Bernalillo County, New
Mexico. The Draft environmental
impact statement (DEIS) was circulated
for review and comment on April 27,
1998. The document stated that no
significant impact had been identified
during document preparation. The
document also stated that if no
substantive indication of significant
impacts were identified during
document review by the public and
agencies, that a finding of no significant
impact (FONSI) would be issued. No
significant impacts were identified and
the FHWA, in cooperation with the New
Mexico State Highway and
Transportation Department, issued a
FONSI on December 10, 1998.

Comments or questions concerning
this action and the EIS should be
directed to the FHWA at the address
provide above.
(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Assistance Program Number 20.205,
Highway Research, Planning and
construction. The regulations implementing
Executive Order 12372 regarding
intergovernmental consultation on Federal
programs and activities and 23 U.S.C. 315; 49
CFR 1.48 apply to this program.)

Issued on: December 17, 1998.
Gregory D. Rawlings,
Environmental Specialist, Santa Fe, New
Mexico.
[FR Doc. 98–34397 Filed 12–28–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–22–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Railroad Administration

[Docket No. RSAC–96–1, Notice No. 14]

Railroad Safety Advisory Committee
(‘‘RSAC’’); Working Group Activity
Update

AGENCY: Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), Department of
Transportation (DOT).
ACTION: Announcement of Railroad
Safety Advisory Committee (RSAC)
Working Group Activities.

SUMMARY: FRA is updating its
announcement of RSAC’s working
group activities to reflect the current
status of working group activities.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Vicky McCully, RSAC Coordinator,
FRA, 400 7th Street, SW., Washington,
DC 20590, (202) 493–6305 or Grady
Cothen, Deputy Associate Administrator
for Safety Standards Program
Development, FRA, 400 7th Street, SW.,
Stop 25, Washington, DC 20590, (202)
493–6302.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: this notice
serves to update FRA’s last
announcement of working group
activities and status reports on August
20, 1998 (63 FR 44669). The ninth full
Committee meeting was held September
9, 1998. The next meeting of the full
Committee is scheduled for January 28,
1999.

Since its first meeting in April of
1996, the RSAC has accepted fifteen
tasks. Status for each of the tasks is
provided below:

Task 96–1—Revising the Freight
Power Brake Regulations. This Task was
formally withdrawn from the RSAC on
June 24, 1997.

Task 96–2—Reviewing and
recommending revisions to the Track
Safety Standards (49 CFR Part 213) .
This task was accepted April 2, 1996,
and a Working Group was established.
Consensus was reached on
recommended revisions and an NPRM
incorporating these recommendations
was published in the Federal Register
on July 3, 1997 (62 FR 36138). The final
rule was published in the Federal
Register on June 22, 1998 (63 FR 33991).
The effective date of the rule is
September 21, 1998. Contact: Al
MacDowell (202) 493–6206.

Task 96–3—Reviewing and
recommending revisions to the Radio
Standards and Procedures (49 CFR Part
220). This Task was accepted on April
2, 1996, and a Working Group was
established. Consensus was reached on
recommended revisions and an NPRM
incorporating these recommendations
published in the Federal Register on
June 26, 1997 ( 62 FR 34544). The final
rule was published on September 4,
1998 (63 FR 47182) and becomes
effective on January 2, 1999. Contact:
Gene Cox (202) 493–6319.

Task 96–4—Reviewing the
appropriateness of the agency’s current
policy regarding the applicability of
existing and proposed regulations to
tourist, excursion, scenic, and historic
railroads. This Task was accepted on
April 2, 1996, and a Working Group was
established. The Working Group is
monitoring the steam locomotive
regulations task. Contact: Grady Cothen
(202) 493–6302.

Task 96–5—Reviewing and
recommending revisions to Steam
Locomotive Inspection Standards (49
CFR Part 230). This Task was assigned
to the Tourist and Historic Working
Group on July 24, 1996. Consensus was
reached and an NPRM was published on
September 25, 1998 (63 FR 51404).
Contact: George Scerbo (202) 493–6349.

Task 96–6—Reviewing and
recommending revisions to
miscellaneous aspects of the regulations
addressing Locomotive Engineer
Certification (49 CFR Part 240). This
Task was accepted on October 31, 1996,
and a Working Group was established.
Consensus was reached and an NPRM
was published on September 22, 1998.
Contact: John Conklin (202) 493–6318.

Task 96–7—Developing On-Track
Equipment Safety Standards. This task
was assigned to the existing Track
Standards Working Group on October
31, 1996, and a Task Force was
established. The Task Force is finalizing
a draft proposed rule. Contact: Al
MacDowell (202) 493–6236.

Task 96–8—This Planning Task
evaluated the need for action responsive
to recommendations contained in a
report to Congress entitled, Locomotive
Crashworthiness & Working Conditions.
This Task was accepted on October 31,
1996. A Planning Group was formed
and reviewed the report, grouping
issues into categories.

Task 97–1—Developing
crashworthiness specifications to
promote the integrity of the locomotive
cab in accidents resulting from
collisions. This Task was accepted on
June 24, 1997. A Task Force on
engineering issues established by the
Working Group on Locomotive
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