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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Agricultural Marketing Service
[FV—98-326N]

United States Standards for Grades of
Canned Mushrooms

AGENCY: Agricultural Marketing Service,
USDA.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Agricultural Marketing
Service (AMS) of the Department of
Agriculture (USDA) is soliciting
comments on its proposal to revise the
United States Standards for Grades of
Canned Mushrooms. Specifically, USDA
is proposing to lower the Recommended
Minimum Drained Weight Averages
(RMDWA'’s) and lower limits for
mushrooms packed in the 8 ounce,
jumbo, and No. 10 can sizes. These
changes would bring the standards in
line with the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) minimum
drained weights.

DATES: Written comments may be
submitted on or before February 2, 1999.
ADDRESSES: Written comments may be
submitted to Chere L. Shorter, Processed
Products Branch, Fruit and Vegetable
Programs, STOP 0247, P.O. Box 96456,
Washington, D.C. 20090-6456; faxed to
(202) 690-1087; or e-mailed to
chere__|__shorter@usda.gov. All
comments received will be made
available for public inspection at the
above address during regular business
hours (8:00 to 4:30 p.m.).

The current United States Standards
for Grades of Canned Mushrooms, along
with the proposed changes, are available
either through the above address or by
accessing AMS’s website on the Internet
at www.ams.usda.gov/standards/
vegcan.htm.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Chere L. Shorter at (202) 720-4693.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
203(c) of the Agricultural Marketing Act

of 1946, as amended, directs and
authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture
““to develop and improve standards of
quality, condition, quantity, grade and
packaging and recommend and
demonstrate such standards to
encourage uniformity and consistency
in commercial practices. . .”. The
Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) is
committed to carrying out this authority
in a way that facilitates the marketing of
agricultural commodities and makes
copies of official standards available
upon request.

The U.S. Standards for Grades of
Processed Products are available either
by writing to the Branch Chief at the
above address, by phone at (202) 720-
4693, by fax at (202) 690-1087, or by
accessing the AMS website on the
Internet at www.ams.usda.gov/
standards. The United States Standards
for Grades of Canned Mushrooms do not
appear in the Code of Federal
Regulations.

AMS is proposing to change the
United States Standards for Grades of
Canned Mushrooms using the
procedures it published in the August
13, 1997, Federal Register and that
appear in Part 36 of Title 7 of the Code
of Federal Regulations (7 CFR Part 36).
The United States Standards for Grades
of Canned Mushrooms will be improved
by lowering the Recommended
Minimum Drained Weight Averages
(RMDWA's) and lower limits for all
styles, in selected container sizes. The
purpose of this proposed change is to
improve the usability of the standards,
and help to facilitate the marketing of
canned mushrooms. This change will
allow for a better marketing
environment for the canning industry
because it would align the standards
with FDA minimum drained weight
requirements.

In August 1990, USDA, through one
of its field offices, received a letter from
a food importer in New York alerting
AMS to the disparity in the United
States Standards for Grades of Canned
Mushrooms. The company proposed
that the RMDWA's in the U.S. Standards
for Grades of Canned Mushrooms be
lowered to 56 percent of the water
capacity of the container, the FDA
minimum fill requirement appearing in
21 CFR 155.201.

In consideration of this proposal, the
Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS)

gathered information from government
and industry sources.

Drained weight, although not a factor
of quality in canned mushrooms, is very
important in connection with the
marketing of processed fruit and
vegetable products. Drained weight
indicates the amount of fruit and
vegetable ingredient in relation to
packing media and to some extent the
degree to which a product may have
disintegrated during processing and
handling. Most U.S. standards for
canned fruits and vegetables contain a
recommended drained weight. Drained
weight, when applicable, is a
requirement in federal specifications
and other purchase specifications or
contracts. The USDA reports the range
of drained weights on their certificates
when there is a mandatory FDA
requirement, such as for canned
mushrooms. Although drained weight is
an FDA mandatory requirement in
canned mushrooms, buyers and sellers
can establish their own specification of
minimum drained weights that exceed
the FDA.

Presently, the U.S. standard for
canned mushrooms includes a
recommended minimum drained weight
of 62 percent of the water capacity, or
68.0 ounces for the No. 10 can, while
the FDA minimum is 61.3 ounces (56
percent) for this can size. The water
capacity is determined according to the
FDA method outlined in 21 CFR 130.12.
The FDA established its current 56
percent minimum in rulemaking based
upon a petition from the National Food
Processors Association (NFPA)
requesting that the drained weight
required for mushrooms packed in
larger cans be reduced because of the
high incidence of bacterial spoilage in
such containers. The FDA initiated
rulemaking in a proposed rule (47 FR
26843; June 22, 1982). The NFPA
attributed the problem to overfilling to
meet the drained weight requirement.
Therefore, the NFPA proposed to reduce
the drained weight requirement for
larger cans so that the ratio of
mushrooms to water capacity of the
container was not less than 56 percent.
A final rule was published in the
Federal Register on March 15, 1983 in
48 FR 10812 and a final rule;
confirmation effective dates was
published on September 14, 1983 in 48
FR 41155.
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AMS believes that the RMDWA'’s
should be changed in the U.S. Standard
for Grades Canned Mushrooms to equal
the requirement of 56 percent
established by FDA. Specifically, the
changes would affect the 8 ounce,
Jumbo, and No. 10 can sizes. The new
lower limit for drained weights would
be reduced from 8.0 to 7.6 ounces, 16.0
to 14.4 ounces, and 68.0 to 61.3 ounces,
respectively. The lower limit for drained
weight for smaller can sizes would
remain the same at 56 percent of the
water capacity.

AMS believes the proposed change in
the U.S. Standards for Grades of Canned
Mushrooms would provide a more
equitable marketing environment for
canned mushrooms, improve quality by
eliminating overfill, and align the
RMDWA's and lower limits with FDA
requirements. Therefore, AMS is
publishing this notice with a 60 day
comment period which should provide
sufficient time for interested persons to
comment on the revision of the
standard.

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 1641-1627.
Dated: November 27, 1998.
Eric M. Forman,

Acting Deputy Administrator, Fruit and
Vegetable Programs.

[FR Doc. 98-32208 Filed 12—-3-98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-02-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Newspapers To be Used for
Publication of Legal Notice of
Appealable Decisions Under 36 CFR
Part 217 and Corrections Under 36
CFR Part 215 for the Southern Region;
Alabama, Kentucky, Georgia,
Tennessee, Florida, Louisiana,
Mississippi, Virginia, West Virginia,
Arkansas, Oklahoma, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Texas, Puerto Rico

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice and correction.

SUMMARY: Deciding Officers in the
Southern Region will publish notice of
decisions subject to administrative
appeal under 36 CFR part 217 in the
legal notice section of the newspapers
listed in the SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION section of this notice. As
provided in 36 CFR part 217.5(d), the
public shall be advised through Federal
Register notice, of the principal
newspaper to be utilized for publishing
legal notices of decisions. Newspaper
publication of notices of decisions is in
addition to direct notice of decisions to
those known to be interested in or

affected by a specific decision. The
Responsible Official under 36 CFR part
215 gave annual notice in the Federal
Register published on May 15, 1998, of
principal newspapers to be utilized for
publishing notices of proposed actions
and of decisions subject to appeal under
36 CFR part 215. The list of newspapers
to be used for 215 notice and decision

is corrected.

DATES: Use of these newspapers for
purposes of publishing legal notices of
decisions subject to appeal under 36
CFR part 217 and the use of the
corrected newspaper listed under 36
CFR part 215 shall begin on or after the
date of this publication.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Jean Paul Kruglewicz. Regional Appeals
Coordinator, Southern Region, Planning,
1720 Peachtree Road, NW, Atlanta,
Georgia 30367—9102, Phone: 404-347—-
4867.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Deciding
Officers in the Southern Region will
give legal notice of decisions subject to
appeal under 36 CFR part 217 in the
following newspaper which are listed
by Forest Service Administrative unit.
Where more than one newspaper is
listed for any unit, the first newspaper
listed is the principal newspaper that
will be utilized for publishing the legal
notices of decisions. Additional
newspapers listed for a particular unit
are those newspapers the Deciding
Officer expects to use for purposes of
providing additional notice. The
timeframe for appeal shall be based on
the date of publication of the legal
notice of the decision in the principal
newspaper. The following newspapers
will be used to provide notice.

Southern Region
Regional Forester Decisions:

Affecting National Forest System lands
in more than one state of the 13 states
of the Southern Region and the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

Atlanta Journal, published daily in
Atlanta, GA

Southern Region

Regional Forester Decisions:

Affecting National Forest System lands
in only one state of the 13 states of the
Southern Region and the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico or only
one Ranger District will appear in the
principal newspaper elected by the
National Forest of that state or Ranger
District.

National Forests in Alabama, Alabama

Forest Supervisor Decisions:

Montgomery Advertiser, published daily
in Montgomery, AL

District Ranger Decisions:

Bankhead Ranger District: Northwest
Alabamian, published weekly
(Monday & Thursday) in Haleyville,
AL

Conecuh Ranger District: The Andalusia
Star, published daily (Tuesday
through Saturday) in Andalusia, AL

Oakmulgee Ranger District: The
Tuscaloosa News, published daily in
Tuscaloosa, AL

Shoal Creek Ranger District: The
Anniston Star, published daily in
Anniston, AL

Talladega Ranger District: The Daily
Home, published daily in Talladega,
AL

Tuskegee Ranger District: Tuskegee
News, published weekly (Thursday)
in Tuskegee, AL

Caribbean National Forest, Puerto Rico

Forest Supervisor Decisions:

El Nuevo Dia, published daily in
Spanish in San Juan, PR

San Juan Star, published daily in
English in San Juan, PR

Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest,
Georgia

Forest Supervisor Decisions:

The Times, published daily in
Gainesville, GA

District Ranger Decisions:

Armuchee Ranger District: Walker
County Messenger, published bi-
weekly (Wednesday & Friday) in
LaFayette, GA

Toccoa Ranger District: The News
Observer published weekly
(Wednesday) in Blue Ridge, GA

Brasstown Ranger District: North
Georgia News, published weekly
(Wednesday) in Blairsville, GA

Tallulah Ranger District: Clayton
Tribune, published weekly
(Thursday) in Clayton, GA

Chattooga Ranger District: Northeast
Georgian, published twice weekly
(Tuesday & Friday) in Cornelia, GA

Chieftain & Toccoa Record, published
twice weekly (Tuesday & Friday) in
Toccoa, GA

White County News Telegraph,
published weekly (Thursday) in
Cleveland, GA

The Dahlonega Nuggett, published
weekly (Thursday) in Dahlonega, GA

Cohutta Ranger District: Chatsworth
Times, published weekly
(Wednesday) in Chatsworth, GA
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