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Dated: September 2, 1998.
Joanne Lanahan,

Director, Health Care Administrative
Sanctions, Office of Inspector General.

[FR Doc. 98-24878 Filed 9-16-98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4150-04-M

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

Information Collections Submitted to
the Office of Management and Budget
for Approval Under the Paperwork
Reduction Act

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of information collection;
request for comments.

SUMMARY: The collection of information
described below has been submitted to
the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for approval under the
provisions of the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995. Copies of the specific
information collection requirements,
related forms and explanatory material
may be obtained by contacting the
Service Information Collection
Clearance Officer at the address
provided below.

DATES: Consideration will be given to all
comments received on or before
November 16, 1998. OMB has up to 60
days to approve or disapprove
information collection but may respond
after 30 days. Therefore, to ensure
maximum consideration, OMB should
receive public comments by the above
referenced date.

ADDRESSES: Comments and suggestions
on the requirement should be sent to
Rebecca Mullin, Service Information
Collection Clearance Officer, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, ms 860-ARLSQ,
1849 C Street, NW, Washington, DC
20240.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: TO
request a copy of the information
collection request, explanatory
information and related forms, contact
Rebecca A. Mullin at 703/358-2287, or
electronically to rmullin@fws.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

The OMB regulations at 5 CFR part
1320, which implement provisions of
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(Pub. L. 104-13), require that interested
members of the public and affected
agencies have an opportunity to
comment on information collection and
recordkeeping activities (see 5 CFR
1320.8(d)). On Monday, August 24,
1998, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(Service) was given emergency approval

by OMB for collection of information in
order to continue the grants programs
conducted under the North American
Wetlands Conservation Act (Pub. L.
101-233, as amended; December 13,
1989). The assigned OMB information
collection control number is 1018—-0100,
and temporary approval expires in
February 1999. The Service is
requesting a three year term of approval
for this information collection activity.
An agency may not conduct or sponsor,
and a person is not required to respond
to, a collection of information unless it
displays a currently valid OMB control
number.

Comments are invited on: (1) Whether
the collection of information is
necessary for the proper performance of
the functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; (2) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
collection of information; (3) ways to
enhance the quality, utility and clarity
of the information to be collected; and,
(4) ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on
respondents.

Title: Information Collection In
Support of Grant Programs Authorized
by the North American Wetlands
Conservation Act of 1989 (NAWCA).

Approval Number: 1018-0100.

Service Form Number(s): N/A.

Description and Use: The North
American Waterfowl Management Plan
(NAWMP), first signed in 1986, is a
tripartite agreement among Canada,
Mexico and the United States to
enhance, restore and otherwise protect
continental wetlands to benefit
waterfowl and other wetland associated
wildlife through partnerships between
and among the private and public
sectors. Because the 1986 NAWMP did
not carry with it a mechanism to
provide for broadly-based and sustained
financial support for wetland
conservation activities, Congress passed
and the President signed into law the
NAWTCA to fill that funding need. The
purpose of NAWCA, as amended, is to
promote long-term conservation of
North American wetland ecosystems
and the waterfowl and other migratory
bids, fish and wildlife that depend upon
such habitat through partnerships.
Principal conservation actions
supported by NAWCA are acquisition,
enhancement and restoration of
wetlands and wetlands-associated
habitat.

As well as providing for a continuing
and stable funding base, NAWCA
establishes an administrative body,
made up of a State representative from
each of the four Flyways, three
representatives from wetlands

conservation organizations, the
Secretary of the Board of the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation, and the
Director of the Service. This
administrative body is chartered, under
the Federal Advisory Committee Act, by
the U.S. Department of the Interior as
the North American Wetlands
Conservation Council (Council). As
such, the purpose of the Council is to
recommend wetlands conservation
project proposals to the Migratory Bird
Conservation Commission (MBCC) for
funding.

Subsection (c) of Section 5 (Council
Procedures) Provides that the *“* *

* Council shall establish practices and
procedures for the carrying out of its
functions under subsections (a) and (b)
of this section* * *,” which are
consideration of projects and
recommendations to the MBCC,
respectively. The means by which the
Council decides which project
proposals are important to recommend
to the MBCC is through grants programs
that are coordinated through the
Council Coordinator’s office (NAWWO)
within the Service.

Competing for grant funds involves
applications from partnerships that
describe in substantial detail project
locations and other characteristics, to
meet the standards established by the
Council and the requirements of
NAWCA. The Council Coordinator’s
office publishes and distributes
Standard and Small Grants instructional
booklets that assist the applicants in
formulating project proposals for
Council consideration. The instructional
booklets and other instruments, e.g.,
Federal Register notices on request for
proposals, are the basis for this
information collection request for OMB
clearance. Information collected under
this program is used to respond to such
needs as: audits, program planning and
management, program evaluation,
Government Performance and Results
Act reporting, Standard Form 424
(Application For Federal Assistance),
grant agreements, budget reports and
justifications, public and private
requests for information, data provided
to other programs for databases on
similar programs, Congressional
inquiries and reports required by
NAWCA, etc.

In summary, information collection
under these programs is required to
obtain a benefit, i.e., a cash
reimbursable grant that is given
competitively to some applicants based
on eligibility and relative scale of
resource values involved in the projects.
The information collection is subject to
the Paperwork Reduction Act
requirements for such activity, which
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includes soliciting comments from the
general public regarding the nature and
burden imposed by the collection.

Frequency of Collection: Occasional.
The Small Grants program has one
project proposal submissions window
per year and the Standard Grants
program has two per year.

Description of Respondents:
Households and/or individuals;
business and/or other for-profit; not-for-
profit institutions; farms; Federal
Government; and State, local and/or
Tribal governments.

Estimated Completion Time: The
reporting burden, or time involved in
writing project proposals, is estimated
to be 80 hours for a small Grants
submission and 400 hours for a
Standard Grants submission.

Number of Respondents: It is
estimated that 150 proposals will be
submitted each year, 70 for the Small
Grants program and 80 for the Standard
Grants program.

Annual Burden Hours: 37,600.

Dated: September 9, 1998.

Jamie Rappaport Clark,

Director, Fish and Wildlife Service.

[FR Doc. 98-24859 Filed 9-16-98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-55-M

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

Notice of Receipt of Applications for
Permit

The following applicants have
applied for a permit to conduct certain
activities with endangered species. This
notice is provided pursuant to Section
10(c) of the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531, et
seq.):

Applicant: James S. Carter, Houston,
TX, PRT-002100

The applicant requests a permit to
import the sport-hunted trophy of one
male bontebok (Damaliscus pygargus
dorcas) culled from a captive herd
maintained under the management
program of the Republic of South Africa,
for the purpose of enhancement of the
survival of the species.

Applicant: St. Louis Zoological Park,
St. Louis, MO, PRT-001950

The applicant amends its request for
a permit to export captive born Black
and White Ruffed Lemurs (Varecia
variegata variegata) to Madagascar for
the purpose of enhancement of the
survival of the species through re-
introduction into the wild. The
amendment specifies the addition of
two males.

Applicant: Omaha’s Henry Doorly
Zoo, Omaha, NE, PRT-843167

The applicant requests a permit to
export fixed embryo samples from two
Siberian Tigers (Panthera tigris altaica)
for the purpose of enhancement of the
survival of the species through scientific
research for the captive-breeding
program of the AZA Tiger Species
Survival Plan.

Written data or comments should be
submitted to the Director, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Office of Management
Authority, 4401 North Fairfax Drive,
Room 700, Arlington, Virginia 22203
and must be received by the Director
within 30 days of the date of this
publication.

The public is invited to comment on
the following applications for permits to
conduct certian activities with marine
mammals. The application was
submitted to satisfy requirements of the
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972,
as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) and
the regulations governing marine
mammals (50 CFR 18).

Applicant: George Gard, Boynton
Beach, FL, PRT-002693

The applicant requests a permit to
import a polar bear (Ursus maritimus)
sport-hunted from the Foxe Basin polar
bear population, Northwest Territories,
Canada for personal use taken prior to
April 30, 1994.

Written data or comments, requests
for copies of any of these complete
applications, or requests for a public
hearing on these applications should be
sent to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Office of Management
Authority, 4401 N. Fairfax Drive, Room
700, Arlington, Virginia 22203,
telephone 703/358-2104 or fax 703/
358-2281 and must be received within
30 days of the date of publication of this
notice. Anyone requesting a hearing
should give specific reasons why a
hearing would be appropriate. The
holding of such a hearing is at the
discretion of the Director.

Documents and other information
submitted with the application are
available for review, subject to the
requirements of the Privacy Act and
Freedom of Information Act, by any
party who submits a written request for
a copy of such documents to the above
address within 30 days of the date of
publication of this notice.

Dated: September 14, 1998.
Mary Ellen Amtower,

Acting Chief, Branch of Permits, Office of
Management Authority.

[FR Doc. 98-24908 Filed 9-16-98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-55-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

Notice of Intent To Establish
Management Bodies for the
Development, Implementation, and
Management of a Migratory Bird
Subsistence Program in Alaska

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (Service) intends to establish
management bodies for the
development, implementation, and
management of a migratory bird
subsistence program in Alaska. This
action is the result of the 1997
amendments to the migratory bird
treaties with Canada and Mexico
approved by the U.S. Senate on October
23, 1997. The amendment to the treaty
with Canada requires that indigenous
inhabitants of the State of Alaska will
have a meaningful role in migratory bird
conservation by participating on
relevant management bodies. In
partnership with the Alaska Department
of Fish and Game and the Native
Migratory Bird Working Group, the
Service will prepare an options
document for public review and
comment leading to the establishment of
the management bodies.

DATES: See SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
section for meeting dates.

ADDRESSES: Submit comments regarding
the preparation of the options
document, to Mimi Hogan, Migratory
Bird Subsistence Coordinator, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, 1011 E. Tudor
Road, Anchorage, AK 99503; fax 907/
786-3641.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mimi Hogan at 907/786-3673.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In 1916
the U.S. Senate ratified the Convention
Between the United States and Great
Britain (on behalf of Canada) For the
Protection Of Migratory Birds. A similar
treaty was ratified with Mexico in 1936.
The treaties specified a close season on
the taking of migratory game birds
between March 10 and September 1 of
each year. The treaties did not take into
account traditional harvests of migratory
birds by northern indigenous people
during the spring and summer months.
This harvest, which had occurred for
centuries, was a necessary part of the
subsistence lifestyle of the northern
people, and continued after the
ratification of the treaties. After many
years of attempts to change the treaties,
amendments to both treaties were
approved in 1997, allowing certain
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