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Dated: August 13, 1998.
Jamie Rappaport Clark,
Director, Fish and Wildlife Service.
[FR Doc. 98–22448 Filed 8–19–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310–55–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 654

[Docket No. 980501114–8213–02; I.D.
041698G]

RIN 0648–AK48

Stone Crab Fishery of the Gulf of
Mexico; Amendment 6

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: NMFS issues this final rule to
implement Amendment 6 to the Fishery
Management Plan for the Stone Crab
Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico (FMP).
Amendment 6 and this rule will
reinstate for up to 4 years (through June
30, 2002) the previously existing
temporary moratorium on the Federal
registration of stone crab vessels that
expired on June 30, 1998. The intended
effect is to provide additional time for
the industry and Florida to develop and
implement a limited access system for
the fishery.
DATES: This rule is effective August 20,
1998.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michael E. Justen, 727–570–5305.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The FMP
was prepared by the Gulf of Mexico
Fishery Management Council (Council)
and is implemented under the authority
of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(Magnuson-Stevens Act) by regulations
at 50 CFR part 654.

On April 23, 1998, NMFS announced
the availability of Amendment 6 and
requested comments on the amendment
(63 FR 20162). On May 14, 1998, NMFS
published a proposed rule to implement
Amendment 6 and requested comments
on the rule (63 FR 26765). The
background and rationale for the
measures in the amendment and
proposed rule are contained in the
preamble to the proposed rule and are
not repeated here. On July 22, 1998,
after considering the comments received
on the amendment and the proposed
rule, NMFS approved Amendment 6.

Comments and Responses
Two public comments were received

on Amendment 6 and/or the proposed
rule. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
submitted comments supporting
Amendment 6. Comments from the U.S.
Coast Guard concluded that there were
no vessel safety or enforcement
concerns. NMFS concurs with these
comments. The proposed rule has been
adopted as final without change.

Classification
The Administrator, Southeast Region,

NMFS, with the concurrence of the
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
NOAA (AA), determined that
Amendment 6 is necessary for the
conservation and management of the
stone crab fishery of the Gulf of Mexico
and that Amendment 6 is consistent
with the Magnuson-Stevens Act and
other applicable law.

This final rule has been determined to
be not significant for purposes of E.O.
12866.

The Assistant General Counsel for
Legislation and Regulation of the
Department of Commerce, based on the
Council’s Regulatory Impact Review
that assesses the economic impacts of
management measures in this rule on
fishery participants, certified to the
Chief Counsel for Advocacy of the Small
Business Administration that this rule
would not have a significant economic
impact on a substantial number of small
entities. No comments were received
regarding this certification. As a result,
a regulatory flexibility analysis was not
prepared.

Because this rule merely reinitiates a
moratorium that was in place until June
30, 1998, and does not require any
participants in the fishery to take action
to come into compliance, the AA finds
for good cause under 5 U.S.C. 553(d)(3)
that delaying the effective date of this
rule for 30 days is unnecessary.
Accordingly, the AA reinitiates the
moratorium effective upon the date of
publication in the Federal Register.

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 654
Fisheries, Fishing.
Dated: August 14, 1998.

Rolland A. Schmitten,
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

For the reasons set out in the
preamble, 50 CFR part 654 is amended
as follows:

PART 654—STONE CRAB FISHERY OF
THE GULF OF MEXICO

1. The authority citation for part 654
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

2. In § 654.3, paragraph (d) is revised
to read as follows.

§ 654.3 Relation to other laws.

* * * * *
(d) Under Amendment 6 to the

Fishery Management Plan for the Stone
Crab Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico,
there is a temporary moratorium on the
issuance by the Regional Director of
Federal identification numbers and
color codes for vessels and gear in the
stone crab fishery in the management
area. The moratorium will end not later
than June 30, 2002. During the
moratorium, fishermen must obtain
identification numbers and color codes
for these vessels and gear from the State
of Florida. (See § 654.6(a).)
[FR Doc. 98–22431 Filed 8–19–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–F

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679

[Docket No. 971208298–8055–02; I.D.
081498A]

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Species in the Rock
Sole/Flathead Sole/‘‘Other Flatfish’’
Fishery Category by Vessels Using
Trawl Gear in the Bering Sea and
Aleutian Islands

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for species in the rock sole/
flathead sole/‘‘other flatfish’’ fishery
category by vessels using trawl gear in
the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
management area (BSAI). This action is
necessary to prevent exceeding the 1998
Pacific halibut bycatch allowance
specified for the trawl rock sole/flathead
sole/‘‘other flatfish’’ fishery category.
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), August 16, 1998, until 2400
hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 1998.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Andrew Smoker, 907–586-7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
groundfish fishery in the BSAI exclusive
economic zone is managed by NMFS
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for the Groundfish Fishery of the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Area
(FMP) prepared by the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council under
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens
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Fishery Conservation and Management
Act. Fishing by U.S. vessels is governed
by regulations implementing the FMP at
subpart H of 50 CFR part 600 and 50
CFR part 679.

The 1998 prohibited species bycatch
mortality allowance of halibut for the
BSAI trawl rock sole/flathead sole/
‘‘other flatfish’’ fishery category, which
is defined at § 679.21(e)(3)(iv)(B)(2), was
established as 735 metric tons by the
Final 1998 Harvest Specifications of
Groundfish for the BSAI (63 FR 12689,
March 16, 1998).

In accordance with § 679.21(e)(7)(v),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the 1998 halibut
bycatch allowance specified for the
trawl rock sole/flathead sole/‘‘other
flatfish’’ fishery in the BSAI has been

caught. Consequently, the Regional
Administrator is closing directed fishing
for species in the rock sole/flathead
sole/‘‘other flatfish’’ fishery category by
vessels using trawl gear in the BSAI.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
may be found in the regulations at
§ 679.20(e) and (f).

Classification
This action responds to the best

available information recently obtained
from the fishery. It must be
implemented immediately to prevent
exceeding the 1998 Pacific halibut
bycatch allowance specified for the
trawl rock sole/flathead sole/‘‘other
flatfish’’ fishery category. Providing
prior notice and an opportunity for
public comment on this action is
impracticable and contrary to the public

interest. The fleet will soon take the
allowance. Further delay would only
result in the 1998 Pacific halibut
bycatch allowance being exceeded.
NMFS finds for good cause that the
implementation of this action cannot be
delayed for 30 days. Accordingly, under
U.S.C. 553(d), a delay in the effective
date is hereby waived.

This action is required by § 679.21
and is exempt from review under E.O.
12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: August 14, 1998.

Gary C. Matlock,
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 98–22342 Filed 8–14–98; 4:26 pm]
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