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information collection should be sent

within 30 days of publication of this

notice to OIRA Submission@

omb.eop.gov or fax to (202) 395-5806.
Dated: December 21, 2018.

Sarah Brabson,

NOAA PRA Clearance Officer.

[FR Doc. 2018-28210 Filed 12—27-18; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3510-NK—P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XG709

Fisheries of the South Atlantic;
Southeast Data, Assessment, and
Review (SEDAR); Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of SEDAR 58 Data
Workshop for Atlantic Cobia.

SUMMARY: The SEDAR 58 assessment(s)
of the Atlantic stock of Cobia will
consist of a series of workshops and
webinars: Stock Identification (ID)
Workshop; Stock ID Review Workshop;
Stock ID Joint Cooperator Technical
Review; Data Workshop; Assessment
Webinars; and a Review Workshop. See
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION.

DATES: The SEDAR 58 Data Workshop
will be held on January 14, 2019, from

1 p.m. until 6 p.m.; January 15-17,
2019, from 8 a.m. until 6 p.m., and
January 18, 2019, from 8 a.m. until 1
p-m. The established times may be
adjusted as necessary to accommodate
the timely completion of discussion
relevant to the assessment process. Such
adjustments may result in the meeting
being extended from, or completed prior
to the time established by this notice.
Additional SEDAR 58 workshops and
webinar dates and times will publish in
a subsequent issue in the Federal
Register.

ADDRESSES:

Meeting address: The SEDAR 58 Data
Workshop will be held at the Town and
Country Inn, 2008 Savannah Highway,
Charleston, SC 29407; phone: (843) 571—
1000.

SEDAR address: South Atlantic
Fishery Management Council, 4055
Faber Place Drive, Suite 201, N.
Charleston, SC 29405;
www.sedarweb.org.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Julia
Byrd, SEDAR Coordinator, 4055 Faber
Place Drive, Suite 201, North

Charleston, SC 29405; phone: (843) 571—
4366; email: julia.byrd@safmec.net.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf
of Mexico, South Atlantic, and
Caribbean Fishery Management
Councils, in conjunction with NOAA
Fisheries and the Atlantic and Gulf
States Marine Fisheries Commissions,
have implemented the Southeast Data,
Assessment and Review (SEDAR)
process, a multi-step method for
determining the status of fish stocks in
the Southeast Region. SEDAR is a three-
step process including: (1) Data
Workshop; (2) Assessment Process
utilizing webinars; and (3) Review
Workshop. The product of the Data
Workshop is a data report which
compiles and evaluates potential
datasets and recommends which
datasets are appropriate for assessment
analyses. The product of the Assessment
Process is a stock assessment report
which describes the fisheries, evaluates
the status of the stock, estimates
biological benchmarks, projects future
population conditions, and recommends
research and monitoring needs. The
assessment is independently peer
reviewed at the Review Workshop. The
product of the Review Workshop is a
Summary documenting panel opinions
regarding the strengths and weaknesses
of the stock assessment and input data.
Participants for SEDAR Workshops are
appointed by the Gulf of Mexico, South
Atlantic, and Caribbean Fishery
Management Councils and NOAA
Fisheries Southeast Regional Office,
Highly Migratory Species Management
Division, and Southeast Fisheries
Science Center. Participants include:
Data collectors and database managers;
stock assessment scientists, biologists,
and researchers; constituency
representatives including fishermen,
environmentalists, and non-
governmental organizations (NGOs);
international experts; and staff of
Councils, Commissions, and state and
federal agencies.

The items of discussion at the Data
Workshop are as follows:

Participants will evaluate all available data
and select appropriate sources for providing
information on life history characteristics,
catch statistics, discard estimates, length and
age composition, and fishery independent
and fishery dependent measures of stock
abundance, as specified in the Terms of
Reference for the workshop, to develop an
assessment data set and associated
documentation.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically

identified in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the intent to take final action
to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is accessible to people
with disabilities. Requests for auxiliary
aids should be directed to the SAFMC
office (see ADDRESSES) at least 5
business days prior to the meeting.

Note: The times and sequence specified in
this agenda are subject to change.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: December 21, 2018.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2018-28234 Filed 12-27-18; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XG689

Whaling Provisions; Aboriginal
Subsistence Whaling Quotas

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; notification of quota for
bowhead whales.

SUMMARY: NMFS notifies the public of
the aboriginal subsistence whaling
quota for bowhead whales that it has
assigned to the Alaska Eskimo Whaling
Commission (AEWC), and of limitations
on the use of the quota deriving from
regulations of the International Whaling
Commission (IWC). For 2019, the quota
is 93 bowhead whales struck. This quota
and other applicable limitations govern
the harvest of bowhead whales by
members of the AEWC.

DATES: Applicable December 28, 2018.
ADDRESSES: Office for International
Affairs and Seafood Inspection, National
Marine Fisheries Service, 1315 East-
West Highway, Silver Spring, MD
20910.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Carolyn Doherty, (301) 427—-8385.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Aboriginal
subsistence whaling in the United States
is governed by the Whaling Convention
Act (WCA) (16 U.S.C. 916 et seq.).
Under the WCA, IWC regulations shall
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generally become effective with respect
to all persons and vessels subject to the
jurisdiction of the United States, within
90 days of notification from the IWC
Secretariat of an amendment to the IWC
Schedule (16 U.S.C. 916k). Regulations
that implement the WCA, found at 50
CFR 230.6, require the Secretary of
Commerce (Secretary) to publish, at
least annually, aboriginal subsistence
whaling quotas and any other
limitations on aboriginal subsistence
whaling deriving from regulations of the
IWC.

At the 67th Meeting of the IWC, the
Commission set catch limits for
aboriginal subsistence use of bowhead
whales from the Bering-Chukchi-
Beaufort Seas stock. The bowhead and
other aboriginal subsistence whaling
catch limits were based on a joint
request by Denmark on behalf of
Greenland, the Russian Federation, St.
Vincent and the Grenadines, and the
United States, accompanied by
documentation concerning the needs of
the Native groups.

The IWC set a 7-year block catch limit
of 392 bowhead whales landed. For
each of the years 2019 through 2025, the
number of bowhead whales struck may
not exceed 67, with unused strikes from
the three prior quota blocks carried
forward and added to the annual strike
quota of subsequent years, provided that
no more than 50 percent of the annual
strike limit is added to the strike quota
for any one year. At the end of the 2018
harvest, there were 33 unused strikes
available for carry-forward, so the
combined strike quota set by the IWC
for 2019 is 100 (67 + 33).

An arrangement between the United
States and the Russian Federation
ensures that the total quota of bowhead
whales landed and struck in 2019 will
not exceed the limits set by the IWC.
Under this arrangement, the Russian
natives may use no more than seven
strikes, and the Alaska natives may use
no more than 93 strikes.

Through its cooperative agreement
with the AEWC, NOAA has assigned 93
strikes to the AEWC. The AEWC will in
turn allocate these strikes among the 11
villages whose cultural and subsistence
needs have been documented, and will
ensure that its hunters use no more than
93 strikes.

At its 67th Meeting, the IWC also
provided for automatic renewal of
aboriginal subsistence whaling catch
limits under certain circumstances.
Commencing in 2026, bowhead whale
catch limits shall be extended every six
years provided: (a) The IWC Scientific
Committee advises in 2024, and every
six years thereafter, that such limits will
not harm the stock; (b) the Commission

does not receive a request from the
United States or the Russian Federation
for a change in the bowhead whale
catch limits based on need; and (c) the
Commission determines that the United
States and the Russian Federation have
complied with the IWC’s approved
timeline and that the information
provided represents a status quo
continuation of the hunts.

Other Limitations

The IWC regulations, as well as the
NOAA regulation at 50 CFR 230.4(c),
forbid the taking of calves or any whale
accompanied by a calf.

NOAA regulations (at 50 CFR 230.4)
contain a number of other prohibitions
relating to aboriginal subsistence
whaling, some of which are summarized
here:

¢ Only licensed whaling captains or
crew under the control of those captains
may engage in whaling;

¢ Captains and crew must follow the
provisions of the relevant cooperative
agreement between NOAA and a Native
American whaling organization;

o The aboriginal hunters must have
adequate crew, supplies, and equipment
to engage in an efficient operation;

e Crew may not receive money for
participating in the hunt.

o No person may sell or offer for sale
whale products from whales taken in
the hunt, except for authentic articles of
Native American handicrafts; and

¢ Captains may not continue to whale
after the relevant quota is taken, after
the season has been closed, or if their
licenses have been suspended. They
may not engage in whaling in a wasteful
manner.

Dated: December 20, 2018.
John Henderschedt,

Director, Office for International Affairs and
Seafood Inspection, National Marine
Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2018-28163 Filed 12—27-18; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Department of the Air Force

U.S. Air Force Scientific Advisory
Board; Notice of Federal Advisory
Committee Meeting

AGENCY: Department of the Air Force,
U.S. Air Force Scientific Advisory
Board, Department of Defense.
ACTION: Notice of Federal Advisory
Committee Meeting.

SUMMARY: The Department of Defense
(DoD) is publishing this notice to
announce that the following Federal

Advisory Committee meeting of the U.S.
Air Force Scientific Advisory Board will
take place.

DATES: Closed to the public Wednesday
January 23, 2019 from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m.

ADDRESSES: Beckman Center
Auditorium, Arnold and Mabel
Beckman Center of the National
Academies of Sciences and Engineering,
100 Academy Way, Irvine, CA 92617.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Evan Buschmann, (240) 612—-5503
(Voice), 703—693-5643 (Facsimile),
evan.g.buschmann.civ@us.af.mil
(Email). Mailing address is 1500 West
Perimeter Road, Ste. #3300, Joint Base
Andrews, MD 20762. Website: http://
www.sab.af.mil/. The most up-to-date
changes to the meeting agenda can be
found on the website.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
meeting is being held under the
provisions of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act (FACA) of 1972 (5
U.S.C., Appendix, as amended), the
Government in the Sunshine Act of
1976 (5 U.S.C. 552b, as amended), and
41 CFR 102-3.140 and 102-3.150.

Purpose of the Meeting: The purpose
of this United States Air Force Scientific
Advisory Board quarterly meeting is to
provide dedicated time for members to
begin collaboration on research and
formally commence the United States
Air Force Scientific Advisory Board’s
three FY19 Secretary of the Air Force
directed studies: (1) 21st Century
Training and Education Technologies,
(2) Fidelity of Modeling, Simulation,
and Analysis to Support Air Force
Decision Making, and (3) Multi-Source
Data Fusion for Target Location and
Identification. At this meeting the
United States Air Force Scientific
Advisory Board will also deliberate and
finalize the FY19 Air Force Research
Laboratory Science & Technology
Review Integrated Outbrief.

Agenda: 0800—0815 Welcome
Remarks from Dr. James S. Chow, Chair,
U.S. Air Force Scientific Advisory
Board; 0815—-0945 21st Century Training
and Education Technologies; 1000-1145
Fidelity of Modeling, Simulation, and
Analysis to Support Air Force Decision
Making; 1200-1300 Lunch Break; 1300—
1445 Multi-Source Data Fusion for
Target Location and Identification;
1500-1600 FY19 Air Force Research
Laboratory Science & Technology
Review Integrated Outbrief; 1615-1700
Closing Remarks, from Dr. James S.
Chow, Chair, U.S. Air Force Scientific
Advisory Board.

Meeting Accessibility: The Air Force
Scientific Advisory Board Winter
Meeting will be closed to the public
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