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This information is important for
understanding the nature of the fisheries
and provides a link to participants. It
also aids enforcement of regulations.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations; individuals or
households.

Frequency: Annually, biennially and
on occasion.

Respondent’s Obligation: Mandatory.

OMB Desk Officer: David Rostker,
(202) 395-3897.

Copies of the above information
collection proposal can be obtained by
calling or writing Diana Hynek,
Departmental Paperwork Clearance
Officer, (202) 482—0266, Department of
Commerce, Room 6625, 14th and
Constitution Avenue, NW., Washington,
DC 20230 (or via the Internet at
dHynek@doc.gov).

Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to David Rostker, OMB Desk
Officer, FAX number (202) 395-7285, or
David_Rostker@omb.eop.gov.

Dated: November 2, 2006.
Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. E6-18902 Filed 11-7—06; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Bureau of Industry and Security
[Docket No. 061017269-6269-01]

Impact of Implementation of the
Chemical Weapons Convention on
Commercial Activities Involving
“Schedule 1” Chemicals Through
Calendar Year 2006

AGENCY: Bureau of Industry and
Security, Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of inquiry.

SUMMARY: The Bureau of Industry and
Security (BIS) is seeking public
comments on the impact that
implementation of the Chemical
Weapons Convention, through the
Chemical Weapons Convention
Implementation Act and the Chemical
Weapons Convention Regulations, has
had on commercial activities involving
“Schedule 1” chemicals through
calendar year 2006. This notice of
inquiry is part of an effort to collect
information to assist BIS in its
preparation of the annual certification
required under Condition 9 of Senate
Resolution 75, April 24, 1997, in which
the Senate gave its advice and consent

to the ratification of the Chemical
Weapons Convention.

DATES: Comments must be received by
December 8, 2006.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
by any of the following methods:

o E-mail: wfisher@bis.doc.gov.
Include the phrase “Schedule 1 Notice
of Inquiry” in the subject line;

e Fax:(202) 482—3355 (Attn: Willard
Fisher);

e Mail or Hand Delivery/Courier:
Willard Fisher, U.S. Department of
Commerce, Bureau of Industry and
Security, Regulatory Policy Division,
14th Street & Pennsylvania Avenue,
NW., Room 2705, Washington, DC
20230.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
questions on the Chemical Weapons
Convention requirements for “Schedule
1” chemicals, contact Marcia Brisson,
Treaty Compliance Division, Office of
Nonproliferation and Treaty
Compliance, Bureau of Industry and
Security, U.S. Department of Commerce,
Phone: (703) 605—-4400. For questions
on the submission of comments, contact
Willard Fisher, Regulatory Policy
Division, Office of Exporter Services,
Bureau of Industry and Security, U.S.
Department of Commerce, Phone: (202)
482-2440.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

In providing its advice and consent to
the ratification of the Chemical
Weapons Convention (the Convention),
the Senate included, in Senate
Resolution 75 (S. Res. 75, April 24,
1997), several conditions to its
ratification of the Convention.
Condition 9, titled “Protection of
Advanced Biotechnology,” provides
that the President shall certify to the
Congress on an annual basis that “* * *
the legitimate commercial activities and
interests of chemical, biotechnology,
and pharmaceutical firms in the United
States are not being significantly
harmed by the limitations of the
Convention on access to, and
production of, those chemicals and
toxins listed in Schedule 1 * * *”. On
July 8, 2004, President Bush, by
Executive Order 13346, delegated his
authority to make the annual
certification to the Secretary of
Commerce.

The Convention on the Prohibition of
the Development, Production,
Stockpiling, and Use of Chemical
Weapons and Their Destruction,
commonly called the Chemical
Weapons Convention (CWC), is an
international arms control treaty that
establishes the Organization for the

Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
(OPCW) to implement the verification
provisions of the treaty. The CWC
imposes a number of obligations on
countries that have ratified the
Convention (States Parties), including
enactment of legislation to prohibit the
production, storage, and use of chemical
weapons, and establishment of a
National Authority for liaison with the
OPCW and other States Parties. The
CWC also requires States Parties to
implement a comprehensive data
declaration and inspection regime to
provide transparency and to verify that
both the public and private sectors of
States Parties are not engaged in
activities prohibited under the CWC.

“Schedule 1” chemicals are those
toxic chemicals and precursors
identified in the Convention as posing
a high risk to the object and purpose of
the Convention. The “Schedule 1”
chemicals are set forth in the
Convention’s “Annex on Chemicals,” as
well as in Supplement No. 1 to part 712
of the Chemical Weapons Convention
Regulations (15 CFR part 712).

The ““Schedule 1 provisions of the
Convention that affect commercial
activities are implemented through part
712 of the Chemical Weapons
Convention Regulations and parts 742
and 745 of the Export Administration
Regulations, both administered by the
Bureau of Industry and Security. These
regulations:

(1) Prohibit the import of “Schedule
1” chemicals from States not Party to
the Convention (15 CFR 712.2(b));

(2) Require annual declarations by
certain facilities engaged in the
production of “Schedule 1 chemicals
in excess of 100 grams aggregate per
calendar year (i.e., declared “Schedule
1” facilities) for purposes not prohibited
by the Convention (15 CFR 712.5(a)(1)
and (a)(2));

(3) Require government approval of
“declared Schedule 1” facilities (15 CFR
712.5(f));

(4) Provide that “declared Schedule
1” facilities are subject to initial and
routine inspection by the Organization
for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons (15 CFR 712.5(e) and
716.1(b)(1));

(5) Require 200 days advance
notification of establishment of new
“Schedule 1” production facilities
producing greater than 100 grams
aggregate of “Schedule 1”” chemicals per
calendar year (15 CFR 712.4);

(6) Require advance notification and
annual reporting of all imports and
exports of “Schedule 1"’ chemicals to, or
from, other States Parties to the
Convention (15 CFR 712.6, 742.18(a)(1)
and 745.1); and
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(7) Prohibit the export of “Schedule
1” chemicals to States not Party to the
Convention (15 CFR 742.18(a)(1) and
(b)(1)(ii)).

Discussion and Request for Comments

In order to assist in determining
whether the legitimate commercial
activities and interests of chemical,
biotechnology, and pharmaceutical
firms in the United States are being
significantly harmed by the limitations
of the Convention on access to, and
production of, “Schedule 1” chemicals,
BIS is seeking public comments on any
effects that implementation of the
Chemical Weapons Convention, through
the Chemical Weapons Convention
Implementation Act and the Chemical
Weapons Convention Regulations, has
had on commercial activities involving
“Schedule 1”” chemicals through
calendar year 2006.

Submission of Comments

All comments must be submitted to
the address indicated in this notice. The
Department requires that all comments
be submitted in written form.

The Department encourages interested
persons who wish to comment to do so
at the earliest possible time. The period
for submission of comments will close
on December 8, 2006. The Department
will consider all comments received
before the close of the comment period.
Comments received after the end of the
comment period will be considered if
possible, but their consideration cannot
be assured. The Department will not
accept comments accompanied by a
request that a part or all of the material
be treated confidentially because of its
business proprietary nature or for any
other reason. The Department will
return such comments and materials to
the persons submitting the comments
and will not consider them. All
comments submitted in response to this
notice will be a matter of public record
and will be available for public
inspection and copying.

The Office of Administration, Bureau
of Industry and Security, U.S.
Department of Commerce, displays
public comments on the BIS Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) Web site at
http://www.bis.doc.gov/foia. This office
does not maintain a separate public
inspection facility. If you have technical
difficulties accessing this Web site,
please call BIS’s Office of
Administration, at (202) 482—-1093, for
assistance.

Dated: November 1, 2006.
Christopher A. Padilla,

Assistant Secretary for Export
Administration.

[FR Doc. E6-18904 Filed 11-7—-06; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-33-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration
[A-549-817]

Certain Hot-Rolled Carbon Steel Flat
Products From Thailand; Preliminary
Results of Antidumping Duty
Administrative Review and Rescission
in Part

AGENCY: Import Administration,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

SUMMARY: In response to requests from
United States Steel Corporation
(petitioner), and Nucor Corporation
(Nucor), the Department of Commerce
(the Department) is conducting an
administrative review of the
antidumping duty order on certain hot-
rolled carbon steel flat products (hot-
rolled steel) from Thailand. This
administrative review covers imports of
subject merchandise produced and
exported by Nakornthai Strip Mill
Public Co., Ltd. (NSM), Sahaviriya Steel
Industries Public Co., Ltd. (SSI), and G
Steel Public Co., Ltd. (G Steel).

We preliminarily determine that sales
of subject merchandise by NSM have
been made at not less than normal value
(NV). In addition, we are preliminarily
rescinding this review with respect to G
Steel because it reported, and we
confirmed, that it did not make
shipments of subject merchandise to the
United States during the period of
review (POR). See Partial Rescission of
Administrative Review below. Further,
on April 28, 2006, the Department
rescinded this review with respect to
SSI in accordance with 19 CFR
351.213(d)(1) because petitioner and
Nucor withdrew their requests for
administrative review within the 90-day
deadline and no other party requested a
review of SSI. See Partial Rescission of
Antidumping Duty Administrative
Review: Certain Hot-Rolled Carbon Steel
Flat Products from Thailand, 71 FR
25148 (April 28, 2006).

If these preliminary results are
adopted in our final results, we will
instruct U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) to assess antidumping
duties on appropriate entries based on
the difference between the export price
(EP) and the NV. Interested parties are
invited to comment on these
preliminary results.

DATES: Effective Date: November 8,
2006.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Stephen Bailey or Richard Weible, AD/
CVD Operations, Office 7, Import
Administration, International Trade
Administration, U.S. Department of
Commerce, 14th Street and Constitution
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20230;
telephone: (202) 482—0193 or (202) 482—
1103, respectively.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

On November 29, 2001, the
Department published the antidumping
duty order on hot-rolled steel from
Thailand. See Notice of Antidumping
Duty Order: Certain Hot-Rolled Carbon
Steel Flat Products From Thailand, 66
FR 59562 (November 29, 2001) (Hot-
Rolled Steel Order). On November 1,
2005, the Department published the
opportunity to request administrative
review of, inter alia, hot-rolled steel
from Thailand for the period November
1, 2004, through October 31, 2005. See
Antidumping or Countervailing Duty
Order, Finding, or Suspended
Investigation; Opportunity to Request
Administrative Review, 70 FR 65883
(November 1, 2005).

In accordance with 19 CFR
351.213(b)(1), on November 30, 2005,
petitioner and Nucor requested that we
conduct an administrative review of
SSI’s sales of the subject merchandise,
while in the same letter petitioner
requested that we also review sales of
NSM and G Steel. On December 22,
2005, the Department published in the
Federal Register a notice of initiation of
this antidumping duty administrative
review covering the period November 1,
2004, through October 31, 2005. See
Initiation of Antidumping and
Countervailing Duty Administrative
Reviews and Request for Revocation in
Part, 70 FR 76024 (December 22, 2005).

On January 3, 2006, the Department
issued its antidumping duty
questionnaire to NSM, SSI, and G Steel.
On January 13, 2006, G Steel submitted
a no-shipment certification letter to the
Department indicating that it had no
sales of subject merchandise during the
POR and requested a rescission of the
administrative review. NSM submitted
its section A questionnaire response
(section A response) on February 14,
2006, and its sections B & C
questionnaire responses on February 21,
2006 (sections B&C response). On March
7, 2006, the Department informed NSM
by telephone that because a below cost
allegation had not been made against
NSM, and NSM did not participate in
any previous administrative review or
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