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EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
COMMISSION

Sunshine Act Meetings

AGENCY HOLDING THE MEETING: Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission.

TIME AND DATE: Wednesday, October 31,
2018, 9:30 a.m. Eastern Time.

PLACE: Jacqueline A. Berrien Training
Center on the First Floor of the EEOC
Office Building, 131 “M” Street NE,
Washington, DC 20507.

STATUS: The meeting will be open to the
public.

MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED:
Open Session

1. Announcement of Notation Votes,
and

2. Revamping Workplace Culture to
Prevent Harassment.

Note: In accordance with the Sunshine Act,
the meeting will be open to public
observation of the Commission’s
deliberations and voting. Seating is limited
and it is suggested that visitors arrive 30
minutes before the meeting in order to be
processed through security and escorted to
the meeting room. (In addition to publishing
notices on EEOC Commission meetings in the
Federal Register, the Commission also
provides information about Commission
meetings on its website, www.eeoc.gov., and
provides a recorded announcement a week in
advance on future Commission sessions.)

Please telephone (202) 663—7100
(voice) and (202) 663—4074 (TTY) at any
time for information on these meetings.
The EEOC provides sign language
interpretation and Communication
Access Realtime Translation (CART)
services at Commission meetings for the
hearing impaired. Requests for other
reasonable accommodations may be
made by using the voice and TTY
numbers listed above.

CONTACT PERSON FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Bernadette B. Wilson, Executive Officer
on (202) 663—4077.

This Notice Issued: October 22, 2018.
Bernadette B. Wilson,

Executive Officer, Executive Secretariat.
[FR Doc. 2018-23373 Filed 10-22-18; 4:15 pm]
BILLING CODE 6570-01-P

FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM

Formations of, Acquisitions by, and
Mergers of Bank Holding Companies

The companies listed in this notice
have applied to the Board for approval,
pursuant to the Bank Holding Company
Act of 1956 (12 U.S.C. 1841 et seq.)
(BHC Act), Regulation Y (12 CFR part
225), and all other applicable statutes

and regulations to become a bank
holding company and/or to acquire the
assets or the ownership of, control of, or
the power to vote shares of a bank or
bank holding company and all of the
banks and nonbanking companies
owned by the bank holding company,
including the companies listed below.

The applications listed below, as well
as other related filings required by the
Board, are available for immediate
inspection at the Federal Reserve Bank
indicated. The applications will also be
available for inspection at the offices of
the Board of Governors. Interested
persons may express their views in
writing on the standards enumerated in
the BHC Act (12 U.S.C. 1842(c)). If the
proposal also involves the acquisition of
a nonbanking company, the review also
includes whether the acquisition of the
nonbanking company complies with the
standards in section 4 of the BHC Act
(12 U.S.C. 1843). Unless otherwise
noted, nonbanking activities will be
conducted throughout the United States.

Unless otherwise noted, comments
regarding each of these applications
must be received at the Reserve Bank
indicated or the offices of the Board of
Governors not later than November 21,
2018.

A. Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago
(Colette A. Fried, Assistant Vice
President) 230 South LaSalle Street,
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1414:

1. AJ] Bancorp, Inc., Elkader, Iowa; to
acquire voting shares of Swisher
Bankshares, Inc. and thereby indirectly
acquire Swisher Trust & Savings Bank,
both of Swisher, Iowa.

Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System, October 19, 2018.

Yao-Chin Chao,

Assistant Secretary of the Board.

[FR Doc. 2018-23197 Filed 10-23-18; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM

Change in Bank Control Notices;
Acquisitions of Shares of a Bank or
Bank Holding Company

The notificants listed below have
applied under the Change in Bank
Control Act (12 U.S.C. 1817(j)) and
§225.41 of the Board’s Regulation Y (12
CFR 225.41) to acquire shares of a bank
or bank holding company. The factors
that are considered in acting on the
notices are set forth in paragraph 7 of
the Act (12 U.S.C. 1817()(7)).

The notices are available for
immediate inspection at the Federal
Reserve Bank indicated. The notices
also will be available for inspection at
the offices of the Board of Governors.

Interested persons may express their
views in writing to the Reserve Bank
indicated for that notice or to the offices
of the Board of Governors. Comments
must be received not later than
November 9, 2018.

A. Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas
(Robert L. Triplett III, Senior Vice
President) 2200 North Pearl Street,
Dallas, Texas 75201-2272:

1. Kent McDaniel, of Monahans,
Texas, individually, and Kent McDaniel
and Melanie Bruns, of Katy, Texas,
collectively; to retain voting shares of
Sandhills Bancshares, Inc., and thereby
indirectly retain Tejas Bank, both of
Monahans, Texas.

Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System, October 19, 2018.

Yao-Chin Chao,

Assistant Secretary of the Board.

[FR Doc. 2018—-23198 Filed 10—-23-18; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6210-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services

[CMS-1721-PN]

Medicare Program; Request for an
Exception to the Prohibition on
Expansion of Facility Capacity Under
the Hospital Ownership and Rural
Provider Exceptions to the Physician
Self-Referral Prohibition

AGENCY: Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS), HHS.

ACTION: Proposed notice.

SUMMARY: The Social Security Act
prohibits a physician-owned hospital
from expanding its facility capacity,
unless the Secretary of the Department
of Health and Human Services (the
Secretary) grants the hospital’s request
for an exception to that prohibition after
considering input on the hospital’s
request from individuals and entities in
the community where the hospital is
located. The Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services has received a
request from a physician-owned
hospital for an exception to the
prohibition against expansion of facility
capacity. This notice solicits comments
on the request from individuals and
entities in the community in which the
physician-owned hospital is located.
Community input may inform our
determination regarding whether the
requesting hospital qualifies for an
exception to the prohibition against
expansion of facility capacity.


http://www.eeoc.gov
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DATES: Comment Date: To be assured
consideration, comments must be
received at one of the addresses
provided below, no later than 5 p.m. on
November 23, 2018.

ADDRESSES: In commenting, refer to file
code CMS-1721-PN. Because of staff
and resource limitations, we cannot
accept comments by facsimile (FAX)
transmission.

Comments, including mass comment
submissions, must be submitted in one
of the following three ways (please
choose only one of the ways listed):

1. Electronically. You may submit
electronic comments on this regulation
to http://www.regulations.gov. Follow
the “Submit a comment” instructions.

2. By regular mail. You may mail
written comments to the following
address ONLY: Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services, Department of
Health and Human Services, Attention:
CMS-1721-PN, P.O. Box 8010,
Baltimore, MD 21244-1850.

Please allow sufficient time for mailed
comments to be received before the
close of the comment period.

3. By express or overnight mail. You
may send written comments to the
following address only: Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services,
Department of Health and Human
Services, Attention: CMS—-1721-PN,
Mail Stop C4-26-05, 7500 Security
Boulevard, Baltimore, MD 21244—1850.

For information on viewing public
comments, see the beginning of the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
POH-ExceptionRequests@cms.hhs.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Inspection of Public Comments

All comments received before the
close of the comment period are
available for viewing by the public,
including any personally identifiable or
confidential business information that is
included in a comment. We post all
comments received before the close of
the comment period on the following
website as soon as possible after they
have been received: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the search
instructions on that website to view
public comments.

I. Background

Section 1877 of the Social Security
Act (the Act), also known as the
physician self-referral law—, (1)
prohibits a physician from making
referrals for certain “designated health
services” (DHS) payable by Medicare to
an entity with which he or she (or an
immediate family member) has a
financial relationship (ownership or

compensation), unless the requirements
of an applicable exception are satisfied;
and (2) prohibits the entity from filing
claims with Medicare (or billing another
individual, entity, or third party payer)
for those DHS furnished as a result of a
prohibited referral.

Section 1877(d)(2) of the Act provides
an exception for physician ownership or
investment interests in rural providers
(the “rural provider exception”). In
order for an entity to qualify for the
rural provider exception, the DHS must
be furnished in a rural area (as defined
in section 1886(d)(2) of the Act) and
substantially all of the DHS furnished
by the entity must be furnished to
individuals residing in a rural area.

Section 1877(d)(3) of the Act provides
an exception, known as the hospital
ownership exception, for physician
ownership or investment interests held
in a hospital located outside of Puerto
Rico, provided that the referring
physician is authorized to perform
services at the hospital and the
ownership or investment interest is in
the hospital itself (and not merely in a
subdivision of the hospital).

Section 6001(a)(3) of the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act
(Pub. L. 111-148) as amended by the
Health Care and Education
Reconciliation Act of 2010 (Pub. L. 111—
152) (hereafter referred to together as
“the Affordable Care Act”’) amended the
rural provider and hospital ownership
exceptions to the physician self-referral
prohibition to impose additional
restrictions on physician ownership and
investment in hospitals and rural
providers. Since March 23, 2010, a
physician-owned hospital that seeks to
avail itself of either exception is
prohibited from expanding facility
capacity unless it qualifies as an
“applicable hospital” or “high Medicaid
facility” (as defined in sections
1877(1)(3)(E) and (F) of the Act and our
regulations at 42 CFR 411.362(c)(2) and
(3)) and has been granted an exception
to the prohibition by the Secretary of the
Department of Health and Human
Services (the Secretary). Section
1877(i)(3)(A)(ii) of the Act provides that
individuals and entities in the
community in which the provider
requesting the exception is located must
have an opportunity to provide input
with respect to the provider’s
application for the exception. For
further information, we refer readers to
the Centers for Medicare& Medicaid
Services (CMS) website at: http://
www.cms.gov/Medicare/Fraud-and-
Abuse/PhysicianSelfReferral/Physician
Owned_Hospitals.html.

II. Exception Request Process

On November 30, 2011, we published
a final rule in the Federal Register (76
FR 74122, 74517 through 74525) that,
among other things, finalized
§411.362(c), which specified the
process for submitting, commenting on,
and reviewing a request for an exception
to the prohibition on expansion of
facility capacity. We published a
subsequent final rule in the Federal
Register on November 10, 2014 (79 FR
66770) that made certain revisions.
These revisions included, among other
things, permitting the use of data from
an external data source or data from the
Hospital Cost Report Information
System (HCRIS) for specific eligibility
criteria.

As stated at §411.362(c)(5), we will
solicit community input on the request
for an exception by publishing a notice
of the request in the Federal Register.
Individuals and entities in the hospital’s
community will have 30 days to submit
comments on the request. Community
input must take the form of written
comments and may include
documentation demonstrating that the
physician-owned hospital requesting
the exception does or does not qualify
as an “‘applicable hospital” or “high
Medicaid facility,” as such terms are
defined at §411.362(c)(2) and (3).

In the November 30, 2011 final rule
(76 FR 74522), we gave examples of
community input, such as
documentation demonstrating that the
hospital does not satisfy one or more of
the data criteria or that the hospital
discriminates against beneficiaries of
Federal health programs; however, we
noted that these were examples only
and that we will not restrict the type of
community input that may be
submitted. We also stated that, if we
receive timely comments from the
community, we will notify the hospital,
and the hospital will have 30 days after
such notice to submit a rebuttal
statement (§411.362(c)(5)).

A request for an exception to the
facility expansion prohibition is
considered complete as follows:

e If the request, any written
comments, and any rebuttal statement
include only HCRIS data: (1) At the end
of the 30-day comment period if CMS
receives no written comments from the
community; or (2) at the end of the 30-
day rebuttal period if CMS receives
written comments from the community,
regardless of whether the physician-
owned hospital submitting the request
submits a rebuttal statement
(§411.362(c)(5)(1)).

o If the request, any written
comments, or any rebuttal statement


http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Fraud-and-Abuse/PhysicianSelfReferral/Physician_Owned_Hospitals.html
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Fraud-and-Abuse/PhysicianSelfReferral/Physician_Owned_Hospitals.html
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Fraud-and-Abuse/PhysicianSelfReferral/Physician_Owned_Hospitals.html
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Fraud-and-Abuse/PhysicianSelfReferral/Physician_Owned_Hospitals.html
mailto:POH-ExceptionRequests@cms.hhs.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
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include data from an external data
source, no later than: (1) 180 days after
the end of the 30-day comment period
if CMS receives no written comments
from the community; and (2) 180 days
after the end of the 30-day rebuttal
period if CMS receives written
comments from the community,
regardless of whether the physician-
owned hospital submitting the request
submits a rebuttal statement
(§411.362(c)(5)(ii)).

If we grant the request for an
exception to the prohibition on
expansion of facility capacity, the
expansion may occur only in facilities
on the hospital’s main campus and may
not result in the number of operating
rooms, procedure rooms, and beds for
which the hospital is licensed to exceed
200 percent of the hospital’s baseline
number of operating rooms, procedure
rooms, and beds (§411.362(c)(6)). The
CMS decision to grant or deny a
hospital’s request for an exception to the
prohibition on expansion of facility
capacity must be published in the
Federal Register in accordance with our
regulations at §411.362(c)(7).

III. Hospital Exception Request

As permitted by section 1877(i)(3) of
the Act and our regulations at
§411.362(c), the following physician-
owned hospital has requested an
exception to the prohibition on
expansion of facility capacity:

Name of Facility: St. James Behavioral
Health Hospital Inc.

Location: 3136 S. Saint Landry Ave.,
Gonzales, Louisiana 70737-5801.

Basis for Exception Request: High
Medicaid Facility.

We seek comments on this request
from individuals and entities in the
community in which the hospital is
located. We encourage interested parties
to review the hospital’s request, which
is posted on the CMS website at: http://
www.cms.gov/Medicare/Fraud-and-
Abuse/PhysicianSelfReferral/Physician_
Owned Hospitals.html. We especially
welcome comments regarding whether
the hospital qualifies as a high Medicaid

facility. Under §411.362(c)(3), a high
Medicaid facility is a hospital that
satisfies all of the following criteria:

¢ Is not the sole hospital in the
county in which the hospital is located.

e With respect to each of the 3 most
recent 12-month periods for which data
are available as of the date the hospital
submits its request, has an annual
percent of total inpatient admissions
under Medicaid that is estimated to be
greater than such percent with respect
to such admissions for any other
hospital located in the county in which
the hospital is located.

e Does not discriminate against
beneficiaries of Federal health care
programs and does not permit
physicians practicing at the hospital to
discriminate against such beneficiaries.

Individuals and entities wishing to
submit comments on the hospital’s
request should review the DATES and
ADDRESSES sections above and state
whether or not they are in the
community in which the hospital is
located.

IV. Collection of Information
Requirements

This document does not impose
information collection requirements,
that is, reporting, recordkeeping or
third-party disclosure requirements.
Consequently, there is no need for
review by the Office of Management and
Budget under the authority of the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.).

IV. Response to Comments

Because of the large number of public
comments we normally receive on
Federal Register documents, we are not
able to acknowledge or respond to them
individually. We will consider all
comments we receive by the date and
time specified in the DATES section of
this preamble, and, when we proceed
with a subsequent document, we will
respond to the comments in the
preamble to that document.

ANNUAL BURDEN ESTIMATES

Dated: October 17, 2018.
Seema Verma,

Administrator, Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services.

[FR Doc. 2018-23165 Filed 10-23—-18; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4120-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Administration for Children and
Families

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

Title: Low Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) Carryover
and Reallotment Report FRN2
Clearance.

OMB No.: 0970-0106.

Description: The LIHEAP statute and
regulations require LIHEAP grantees to
report certain information to HHS
concerning funds forwarded and funds
subject to reallotment. The 1994
reauthorization of the LIHEAP statute,
the Human Service Amendments of
1994 (Pub. L. 103-252), requires that the
Carryover and Reallotment Report for
one fiscal year be submitted to HHS by
the grantee before the allotment for the
next fiscal year may be awarded.

The Administration for Children and
Families is requesting no changes in the
collection of data with the Carryover
and Reallotment Report, a form for the
collection of data, and the Simplified
Instructions for Timely Obligations of
LIHEAP Funds and Reporting Funds for
Carryover and Reallotment. The form
clarifies the information being requested
and ensures the submission of all the
required information. The form
facilitates our response to numerous
queries each year concerning the
amounts of obligated funds. Use of the
form is voluntary. Grantees have the
option to use another format.

Respondents: State Governments,
Tribal Governments, Insular Areas, the
District of Columbia, and the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

Number of
Average
Instrument Number of responses burden hours Total burden
respondents per hours
respondent per response
Carryover and Reallotment
REPOI . et et 177 1 3 531

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 531.

Additional Information: Copies of the
proposed collection may be obtained by
writing to the Administration for

Children and Families, Office of
Planning, Research and Evaluation, 330
C Street SW, Washington, DC 20201.
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