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station and it is certified by a civil de-
fense organization as registered with 
that organization. No person may be 
the control operator of an amateur sta-
tion transmitting in RACES unless 
that person holds a FCC-issued ama-
teur operator license and is certified by 
a civil defense organization as enrolled 
in that organization. 

(b) The frequency bands and seg-
ments and emissions authorized to the 
control operator are available to sta-
tions transmitting communications in 
RACES on a shared basis with the ama-
teur service. In the event of an emer-
gency which necessitates invoking the 
President’s War Emergency Powers 
under the provisions of section 706 of 
the Communications Act of 1934, as 
amended, 47 U.S.C. 606, amateur sta-
tions participating in RACES may only 
transmit on the frequency segments 
authorized pursuant to part 214 of this 
chapter. 

(c) An amateur station registered 
with a civil defense organization may 
only communicate with the following 
stations upon authorization of the re-
sponsible civil defense official for the 
organization with which the amateur 
station is registered: 

(1) An amateur station registered 
with the same or another civil defense 
organization; and 

(2) A station in a service regulated by 
the FCC whenever such communication 
is authorized by the FCC. 

(d) All communications transmitted 
in RACES must be specifically author-
ized by the civil defense organization 
for the area served. Only civil defense 
communications of the following types 
may be transmitted: 

(1) Messages concerning impending or 
actual conditions jeopardizing the pub-
lic safety, or affecting the national de-
fense or security during periods of 
local, regional, or national civil emer-
gencies; 

(2) Messages directly concerning the 
immediate safety of life of individuals, 
the immediate protection of property, 
maintenance of law and order, allevi-
ation of human suffering and need, and 
the combating of armed attack or sabo-
tage; 

(3) Messages directly concerning the 
accumulation and dissemination of 
public information or instructions to 

the civilian population essential to the 
activities of the civil defense organiza-
tion or other authorized governmental 
or relief agencies; and 

(4) Communications for RACES 
training drills and tests necessary to 
ensure the establishment and mainte-
nance of orderly and efficient oper-
ation of the RACES as ordered by the 
responsible civil defense organization 
served. Such drills and tests may not 
exceed a total time of 1 hour per week. 
With the approval of the chief officer 
for emergency planning in the applica-
ble State, Commonwealth, District or 
territory, however, such tests and 
drills may be conducted for a period 
not to exceed 72 hours no more than 
twice in any calendar year. 

[75 FR 78171, Dec. 15, 2010] 

Subpart F—Qualifying Examination 
Systems 

§ 97.501 Qualifying for an amateur op-
erator license. 

Each applicant must pass an exam-
ination for a new amateur operator li-
cense grant and for each change in op-
erator class. Each applicant for the 
class of operator license grant specified 
below must pass, or otherwise receive 
examination credit for, the following 
examination elements: 

(a) Amateur Extra Class operator: 
Elements 2, 3, and 4; 

(b) General Class operator: Elements 
2 and 3; 

(c) Technician Class operator: Ele-
ment 2. 

[65 FR 6550, Feb. 10, 2000, as amended at 72 
FR 3082, Jan. 24, 2007] 

§ 97.503 Element standards. 

A written examination must be such 
as to prove that the examinee possesses 
the operational and technical quali-
fications required to perform properly 
the duties of an amateur service li-
censee. Each written examination must 
be comprised of a question set as fol-
lows: 

(a) Element 2: 35 questions con-
cerning the privileges of a Technician 
Class operator license. The minimum 
passing score is 26 questions answered 
correctly. 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 16:55 Jun 04, 2021 Jkt 250218 PO 00000 Frm 00656 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Q:\47\47V5.TXT PC31kp
ay

ne
 o

n 
V

M
O

F
R

W
IN

70
2 

w
ith

 $
$_

JO
B



647 

Federal Communications Commission § 97.509 

(b) Element 3: 35 questions con-
cerning the privileges of a General 
Class operator license. The minimum 
passing score is 26 questions answered 
correctly. 

(c) Element 4: 50 questions con-
cerning the privileges of an Amateur 
Extra Class operator license. The min-

imum passing score is 37 questions an-
swered correctly. 

[54 FR 25857, June 20, 1989, as amended at 61 
FR 41019, Aug. 7, 1996; 65 FR 6550, Feb. 10, 
2000; 72 FR 3082, Jan. 24, 2007] 

§ 97.505 Element credit. 
(a) The administering VEs must give 

credit as specified below to an exam-
inee holding any of the following li-
cense grants: 

Operator class Unexpired (or within the renewal 
grace period) 

Expired and beyond the renewal 
grace period 

(1) Amateur Extra ............................................... Not applicable ..................................... Elements 3 and 4. 
(2) Advanced; General; or Technician granted 

before March 21, 1987.
Elements 2 and 3 ............................... Element 3. 

(3) Technician Plus; or Technician granted on 
or after March 21, 1987.

Element 2 ............................................ No credit. 

(b) The administering VEs must give 
credit to an examinee holding a CSCE 
for each element the CSCE indicates 
the examinee passed within the pre-
vious 365 days. 

[79 FR 35291, June 20, 2014] 

§ 97.507 Preparing an examination. 

(a) Each written question set admin-
istered to an examinee must be pre-
pared by a VE holding an Amateur 
Extra Class operator license. A written 
question set may also be prepared for 
the following elements by a VE holding 
an operator license of the class indi-
cated: 

(1) Element 3: Advanced Class oper-
ator. 

(2) Element 2: Advanced or General 
class operators. 

(b) Each question set administered to 
an examinee must utilize questions 
taken from the applicable question 
pool. 

(c) Each written question set admin-
istered to an examinee for an amateur 
operator license must be prepared, or 
obtained from a supplier, by the admin-
istering VEs according to instructions 
from the coordinating VEC. 

[54 FR 25857, June 20, 1989, as amended at 58 
FR 29126, May 19, 1993; 59 FR 54834, Nov. 2, 
1994; 65 FR 6551, Feb. 10, 2000; 69 FR 24997, 
May 5, 2004; 79 FR 35291, June 20, 2014; 79 FR 
52226, Sept. 3, 2014] 

§ 97.509 Administering VE require-
ments. 

(a) Each examination for an amateur 
operator license must be administered 
by a team of at least 3 VEs at an exam-
ination session coordinated by a VEC. 
The number of examinees at the ses-
sion may be limited. 

(b) Each administering VE must: 
(1) Be accredited by the coordinating 

VEC; 
(2) Be at least 18 years of age; 
(3) Be a person who holds an amateur 

operator license of the class specified 
below: 

(i) Amateur Extra, Advanced or Gen-
eral Class in order to administer a 
Technician Class operator license ex-
amination; 

(ii) Amateur Extra or Advanced Class 
in order to administer a General Class 
operator license examination; 

(iii) Amateur Extra Class in order to 
administer an Amateur Extra Class op-
erator license examination. 

(4) Not be a person whose grant of an 
amateur station license or amateur op-
erator license has ever been revoked or 
suspended. 

(c) Each administering VE must ob-
serve the examinee throughout the en-
tire examination. The administering 
VEs are responsible for the proper con-
duct and necessary supervision of each 
examination. The administering VEs 
must immediately terminate the exam-
ination upon failure of the examinee to 
comply with their instructions. 
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