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Federal Communications Commission § 97.17 

place where the operation of the sta-
tion could cause human exposure to RF 
electromagnetic field levels in excess 
of those allowed under § 1.1310 of this 
chapter, the licensee is required to 
take certain actions. 

(1) The licensee shall ensure compli-
ance with the Commission’s radio fre-
quency exposure requirements in 
§§ 1.1307(b), 2.1091, and 2.1093 of this 
chapter, where applicable. In lieu of 
evaluation with the general population/ 
uncontrolled exposure limits, amateur 
licensees may evaluate their operation 
with respect to members of his or her 
immediate household using the occupa-
tional/controlled exposure limits in 
§ 1.1310, provided appropriate training 
and information has been accessed by 
the amateur licensee and members of 
his/her household. RF exposure of other 
nearby persons who are not members of 
the amateur licensee’s household must 
be evaluated with respect to the gen-
eral population/uncontrolled exposure 
limits. Appropriate methodologies and 
guidance for evaluating amateur radio 
service operation is described in the 
Office of Engineering and Technology 
(OET) Bulletin 65, Supplement B. 

(2) If the routine environmental eval-
uation indicates that the RF electro-
magnetic fields could exceed the limits 
contained in § 1.1310 of this chapter in 
accessible areas, the licensee must 
take action to prevent human exposure 
to such RF electromagnetic fields. Fur-
ther information on evaluating compli-
ance with these limits can be found in 
the FCC’s OET Bulletin Number 65, 
‘‘Evaluating Compliance with FCC 
Guidelines for Human Exposure to Ra-
diofrequency Electromagnetic Fields.’’ 

[54 FR 25857, June 20, 1989, as amended at 55 
FR 20398, May 16, 1990; 61 FR 41019, Aug. 7, 
1996; 62 FR 47963, Sept. 12, 1997; 62 FR 49557, 
Sept. 22, 1997; 62 FR 61448, Nov. 18, 1997; 63 FR 
68978, Dec. 14, 1998; 65 FR 6549, Feb. 10, 2000; 
80 FR 53752, Sept. 8, 2015; 85 FR 18151, Apr. 1, 
2020] 

§ 97.15 Station antenna structures. 

(a) Owners of certain antenna struc-
tures more than 60.96 meters (200 feet) 
above ground level at the site or lo-
cated near or at a public use airport 
must notify the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration and register with the 

Commission as required by part 17 of 
this chapter. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided 
herein, a station antenna structure 
may be erected at heights and dimen-
sions sufficient to accommodate ama-
teur service communications. (State 
and local regulation of a station an-
tenna structure must not preclude 
amateur service communications. 
Rather, it must reasonably accommo-
date such communications and must 
constitute the minimum practicable 
regulation to accomplish the state or 
local authority’s legitimate purpose. 
See PRB–1, 101 FCC 2d 952 (1985) for de-
tails.) 

(c) Antennas used to transmit in the 
2200 m and 630 m bands must not exceed 
60 meters in height above ground level. 

[64 FR 53242, Oct. 1, 1999, as amended at 82 FR 
27214, June 14, 2017] 

§ 97.17 Application for new license 
grant. 

(a) Any qualified person is eligible to 
apply for a new operator/primary sta-
tion, club station or military recre-
ation station license grant. No new li-
cense grant will be issued for a Novice 
or Advanced Class operator/primary 
station. 

(b) Each application for a new ama-
teur service license grant must be filed 
with the FCC as follows: 

(1) Each candidate for an amateur 
radio operator license which requires 
the applicant to pass one or more ex-
amination elements must present the 
administering VEs with all informa-
tion required by the rules prior to the 
examination. The VEs may collect all 
necessary information in any manner 
of their choosing, including creating 
their own forms. 

(2) For a new club or military recre-
ation station license grant, each appli-
cant must present all information re-
quired by the rules to an amateur radio 
organization having tax-exempt status 
under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 that provides vol-
untary, uncompensated and unreim-
bursed services in providing club and 
military recreation station call signs 
(‘‘Club Station Call Sign Administrator’’) 
who must submit the information to 
the FCC in an electronic batch file. The 
Club Station Call Sign Administrator 
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may collect the information required 
by these rules in any manner of their 
choosing, including creating their own 
forms. The Club Station Call Sign Ad-
ministrator must retain the applicants 
information for at least 15 months and 
make it available to the FCC upon re-
quest. The FCC will issue public an-
nouncements listing the qualified orga-
nizations that have completed a pilot 
autogrant batch filing project and are 
authorized to serve as a Club Station 
Call Sign Administrator. 

(c) No person shall obtain or attempt 
to obtain, or assist another person to 
obtain or attempt to obtain, an ama-
teur service license grant by fraudulent 
means. 

(d) One unique call sign will be shown 
on the license grant of each new pri-
mary, club and military recreation sta-
tion. The call sign will be selected by 
the sequential call sign system. Effec-
tive February 14, 2011, no club station 
license grants will be issued to a li-
censee who is shown as the license 
trustee on an existing club station li-
cense grant. 

[63 FR 68978, Dec. 14, 1998, as amended at 64 
FR 53242, Oct. 1, 1999; 65 FR 6549, Feb. 10, 2000; 
75 FR 78170, Dec. 15, 2010] 

§ 97.19 Application for a vanity call 
sign. 

(a) The person named in an operator/ 
primary station license grant or in a 
club station license grant is eligible to 
make application for modification of 
the license grant, or the renewal there-
of, to show a call sign selected by the 
vanity call sign system. Effective Feb-
ruary 14, 2011, the person named in a 
club station license grant that shows 
on the license a call sign that was se-
lected by a trustee is not eligible for an 
additional vanity call sign. (The person 
named in a club station license grant 
that shows on the license a call sign 
that was selected by a trustee is eligi-
ble for a vanity call sign for his or her 
operator/primary station license grant 
on the same basis as any other person 
who holds an operator/primary station 
license grant.) Military recreation sta-
tions are not eligible for a vanity call 
sign. 

(b) Each application for a modifica-
tion of an operator/primary or club sta-
tion license grant, or the renewal 

thereof, to show a call sign selected by 
the vanity call sign system must be 
filed in accordance with § 1.913 of this 
chapter. 

(c) Unassigned call signs are avail-
able to the vanity call sign system 
with the following exceptions: 

(1) A call sign shown on an expired li-
cense grant is not available to the van-
ity call sign system for 2 years fol-
lowing the expiration of the license. 

(2) A call sign shown on a surren-
dered or canceled license grant (except 
for a license grant that is canceled pur-
suant to § 97.31) is not available to the 
vanity call sign system for 2 years fol-
lowing the date such action is taken. 
(The availability of a call sign shown 
on a license canceled pursuant to § 97.31 
is governed by paragraph (c)(3) of this 
section.) 

(i) This 2-year period does not apply 
to any license grant pursuant to para-
graph (c)(3)(i), (ii), or (iii) of this sec-
tion that is surrendered, canceled, re-
voked, voided, or set aside because the 
grantee acknowledged or the Commis-
sion determined that the grantee was 
not eligible for the exception. In such a 
case, the call sign is not available to 
the vanity call sign system for 30 days 
following the date such action is taken, 
or for the period for which the call sign 
would not have been available to the 
vanity call sign system pursuant to 
paragraphs (c)(2) or (3) of this section 
but for the intervening grant to the in-
eligible applicant, whichever is later. 

(ii) An applicant to whose operator/ 
primary station license grant, or club 
station license grant for which the ap-
plicant is the trustee, the call sign was 
previously assigned is exempt from the 
2-year period set forth in paragraph 
(c)(2) of this section. 

(3) A call sign shown on a license can-
celed pursuant to § 97.31 of this part is 
not available to the vanity call sign 
system for 2 years following the per-
son’s death, or for 2 years following the 
expiration of the license grant, which-
ever is sooner. If, however, a license is 
canceled more than 2 years after the li-
censee’s death (or within 30 days before 
the second anniversary of the licensee’s 
death), the call sign is not available to 
the vanity call sign system for 30 days 
following the date such action is taken. 
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