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Personal Radio Services. The Personal 
Radio Services are the citizens band 
radio services, radio control radio serv-
ices, the 218–219 MHz Service and indi-
vidually licensed services comprising 
all of the radio services and other clas-
sifications of radio stations governed 
by the rules in this part (47 CFR part 
95). 

Plain language voice communications. 
Voice communications without codes 
or coded messages intended to provide 
a hidden meaning. Foreign languages 
and commonly known radio operating 
words and phrases, such as ‘‘ten four’’ 
and ‘‘roger,’’ not intended to provide a 
hidden meaning, are not considered 
codes or coded messages. 

Radio control radio service. Pursuant 
to 47 U.S.C. 307(e)(3), the term ‘‘radio 
control radio service’’ means any radio 
service or other specific classification 
of radio stations used primarily for 
wireless telecommand and/or wireless 
telemetry purposes, for which the FCC 
has determined that it serves the pub-
lic interest, convenience and necessity 
to authorize by rule the operation of 
radio stations in that service or class, 
without individual licenses, pursuant 
to 47 U.S.C. 307(e)(1). 

Remote control. Operation of a Per-
sonal Radio Services station from a lo-
cation that is not in the immediate vi-
cinity of the transmitter. Operation of 
a Personal Radio Services station from 
any location on the premises, vehicle 
or craft where the transmitter is lo-
cated is not considered to be remote 
control. 

Repeater station. A station in a fixed 
location used to extend the commu-
nications range of mobile stations, 
hand-held portable units and control 
stations by receiving their signals on 
one channel (the input channel) and si-
multaneously retransmitting these sig-
nals on another channel (the output 
channel), typically with higher trans-
mitting power from a favorable an-
tenna location (typically high above 
the surrounding terrain). 

Spurious emissions. Unwanted emis-
sions, the level of which may be re-
duced without affecting the cor-
responding transmission of informa-
tion, including harmonic emissions, 
parasitic emissions, intermodulation 
products and frequency conversion 

products, but excluding out-of-band 
emissions. 

Network connection. Connection of a 
Personal Radio Services station to the 
public switched network, so that opera-
tors of other stations in that service 
are able to make (and optionally to re-
ceive) telephone calls through the con-
nected station. 

Transmit. Radiate electromagnetic 
energy. 

Transmitter. A device which supplies 
radio frequency electrical energy to an 
antenna, either directly or through a 
feedline. 

Transmitter type. A sample trans-
mitter submitted for testing to evalu-
ate compliance with the technical and 
design rules in this part, for the pur-
pose of FCC certification pursuant to 
part 2, subpart J of this chapter. The 
sample transmitter is identical to (as 
defined in § 2.908 of this chapter) and 
representative of all other transmitters 
of the same type. 

Two-way communications. Commu-
nications where information flows in 
both directions through a communica-
tions channel, either simultaneously 
(duplex operation) or alternately (sim-
plex operation). 

Unwanted emissions. Emissions whose 
frequencies are outside of the nec-
essary bandwidth; comprising out-of- 
band emissions and spurious emissions. 

User. Any person who uses or benefits 
from the operation of a Personal Radio 
Service station. 

Voice obscuring feature. A feature in-
corporated into a Personal Radio Serv-
ice telephony transmitter that alters 
the sound of the user’s voice in such a 
way that the communications are in-
tended to be understandable only to in-
dividuals using a similar unit that re-
verses the process on the receiving end, 
so that the voice again becomes intel-
ligible. 

§ 95.305 Authorization to operate Per-
sonal Radio Services stations 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. 307(e)(1), this 
rule section authorizes eligible persons 
to operate part 95 Personal Radio Serv-
ice stations and part 96 Citizens 
Broadband Radio Service stations 
without individual licenses, except as 
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provided in paragraph (a). Such oper-
ation must comply with all applicable 
rules in this part. 

(a) Individual licenses. A valid indi-
vidual license may be required under 
this part to operate or use stations in 
a particular service, certain types of 
stations, stations transmitting on cer-
tain channels or frequency bands, or 
stations transmitting with power 
above a certain level. Any such re-
quirements applicable to stations in 
any of the Personal Radio Services are 
set forth in the subpart governing that 
specific service. See e.g., § 95.1705. Oth-
erwise, the FCC does not require or ac-
cept applications for an individual li-
cense to operate any type of Personal 
Radio Service station. 

(b) Operator eligibility. Some of the 
Personal Radio Services have specific 
operator eligibility requirements, 
which are set forth in the subparts gov-
erning those services. Otherwise, any 
person is eligible to operate a Personal 
Radio Service station, except as stated 
in paragraphs (c) and (d) of this sec-
tion. 

(c) Foreign government operator. No 
entity that is a foreign government or 
which is acting in its capacity as a rep-
resentative of a foreign government is 
authorized by this section to operate 
Personal Radio Service stations. 

(d) Cease and desist order. No person 
subject to a cease and desist order 
issued pursuant to § 95.313(d) is author-
ized by this section to operate Personal 
Radio Service stations. 

(e) Federal station. No person is au-
thorized by this section to operate a 
United States Government radio sta-
tion. 

(f) Foreign station. No person is au-
thorized by this section to operate a 
foreign government radio station. 

§ 95.307 Authorized station locations. 

Personal Radio Service stations gen-
erally may be operated in any location 
included within the descriptions in the 
following paragraphs in this section. In 
certain specific locations, however, co- 
ordination procedures or operating re-
strictions may apply, as set forth in 
§ 95.309. Operation of Personal Radio 
Service stations in any location out-
side of those described in the following 

paragraphs is not authorized by this 
part. 

(a) Within the United States and its ter-
ritories. Those areas include the fifty 
United States and the District of Co-
lumbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, Navassa Island, the United States 
Virgin Islands (50 islets and cays), 
American Samoa (seven islands), Baker 
Island, the Commonwealth of Northern 
Marianna Islands, Guam Island and 
Howland Island, Jarvis Island, John-
ston Island (Islets East, Johnston, 
North and Sand), Kingman Reef, Mid-
way Island (Islets Eastern and Sand), 
Palmyra Island (more than 50 islets), 
and Wake Island (Islets Peale, Wake 
and Wilkes). 

(b) Aboard any vessel or aircraft reg-
istered in the United States. With the 
permission of the captain, while the 
vessel or aircraft is within or over the 
United States or its territories, U.S. 
territorial waters, or upon or over 
international waters. 

(c) Aboard any unregistered vessel or 
aircraft owned or operated by a United 
States citizen or company. While that 
vessel or aircraft is within or over the 
United States or its territories, U.S. 
territorial waters or upon or over 
international waters. 

(d) Other locations. Any other area of 
the world, except within the territorial 
limits of areas where radio services are 
regulated by: 

(1) An agency of the United States 
other than the FCC. (You are subject 
to its rules.) 

(2) Any foreign government. (You are 
subject to its rules.) 

§ 95.309 Coordination procedures and 
other restrictions for operation in 
certain locations. 

The operator of a Personal Radio 
Service station may be required to co-
ordinate operation in advance and/or 
may be subject to operating restric-
tions if the station is to be operated in 
certain locations, described in the fol-
lowing paragraphs in this section. 

(a) In a Quiet Zone or near a protected 
FCC field office. Rules for these loca-
tions are set forth in § 1.924 of this 
chapter. 

(b) Near a U.S. border or in an area 
that is or may be subject to an inter-
national treaty or agreement. Treaties 
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