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§ 95.2903 Definitions, PLBs and 
MSLDs. 

Identification code. An identification 
code issued by the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) to establish a unique identi-
fication for each PLB. 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA). The U.S. Govern-
ment Agency that is the United States 
Program Manager for the 406 MHz 
COSPAS/SARSAT satellite system. 

Maritime Survivor Locating Device 
(MSLD). A device intended to aid in the 
location of persons in the water. 

Personal Locator Beacon (PLB). A 
small portable transmitter, compliant 
with all of the rules in this subpart, 
that is intended to provide individuals 
in remote areas a means to alert others 
of an emergency situation and to aid 
search and rescue personnel to locate 
those in distress. 

§ 95.2905 PLB registration. 

Each PLB owner must initially reg-
ister their PLB with National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) and must advise NOAA of any 
subsequent change of ownership or 
other change in the registration infor-
mation. Each PLB is registered by its 
identification code (see § 95.2987(b)). 

(a) PLB owners are encouraged to 
register their PLBs through the inter-
net using the following Web site: http:// 
www.beaconregistration.noaa.gov 

(b) PLB owners may also register 
their PLBs by mailing a completed reg-
istration card to the following address: 
NOAA SARSAT Beacon Registration, 
NSOF, E/SPO53, 1315 East West Hwy., 
Silver Spring, MD 20910–9684. 

§§ 95.2907–95.2929 [Reserved] 

§ 95.2931 Permissible use of PLBs and 
MSLDs. 

(a) PLBs may be used only for trans-
mission of distress and safety of life 
communications. 

(b) MSLDs may be used only to aid in 
the location of persons in the water. 

§ 95.2933 Prohibited use of PLBs and 
MSLDs. 

(a) PLBs must not be used for any 
purpose other than transmission of dis-

tress and safety of life communica-
tions. 

(b) Use of MSLDs on land is not au-
thorized. 

§§ 95.2935–95.2959 [Reserved] 

§ 95.2961 PLB and MSLD transmitter 
certification. 

(a) Each PLB and MSLD transmitter 
must be certified in accordance with 
this subpart and part 2 of this chapter. 

(b) A grant of equipment certifi-
cation will not be issued for any PLB 
or MSLD transmitter type that fails to 
comply with all of the applicable rules 
in this subpart. 

§ 95.2963 PLB and MSLD frequency 
bands. 

(a) The frequency band 406.0–406.1 
MHz is an emergency and distress fre-
quency band available for use by Per-
sonal Locator Beacons (PLBs). Use of 
these frequencies must be limited to 
transmission of distress and safety of 
life communications. 

(b) MSLDs must: 
(1) Transmit on at least one of the 

following frequencies: 121.5 MHz, 156.525 
MHz, 156.750 MHz, 156.800 MHz, 156.850 
MHz, 161.975 MHz, or 162.025 MHz; or 

(2) Include a function intended to 
send a distress message directly to the 
U.S. Coast Guard or any other search 
and rescue organization. 

§§ 95.2965–95.2969 [Reserved] 

§ 95.2971 PLB emission type. 
PLB transmitter types must be de-

signed to use emission type G1D on the 
frequency band 406.0–406.1 MHz. 

§§ 95.2973–95.2985 [Reserved] 

§ 95.2987 Additional PLB and MSLD 
certification requirements. 

(a) To be certified for use under this 
subpart, 406 MHz PLB transmitter 
types must be designed to satisfy the 
following additional requirements. 

(1) Certifications. Beginning January 
17, 2018, before submitting an applica-
tion for FCC certification of a 406 MHz 
PLB transmitter type, the applicant 
must obtain: 

(i) Certification from a test facility 
recognized by one of the COSPAS/ 
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SARSAT Partners that the PLB trans-
mitter type satisfies the standards in 
RTCM 11010; and, 

(ii) Certification from an independent 
test facility that the PLB transmitter 
type complies with the electrical and 
environmental standards associated 
with RTCM 11010. 

(2) Identification code. An identifica-
tion code, recognized by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA), the United States Pro-
gram Manager for the 406 MHz 
COSPAS/SARSAT satellite system, 
must be programmed into each PLB to 
establish a unique identification for 
that PLB. 

(b) To be certified for use under this 
subpart, MSLD transmitter types must 
be designed to satisfy the following ad-
ditional requirements. 

(1) A test report from a test labora-
tory which shows that the MSLD com-
plies with the electrical and environ-
mental standards associated with 
RTCM 11901. The test laboratory must 
be accredited to ISO–IEC 17025 with a 
scope covering the applicable require-
ments and test procedures. 

(2) After the MSLD has been certified 
by a test laboratory, the following in-
formation must be submitted in dupli-
cate to the U.S. Coast Guard, 2703 Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Ave. SE., Stop 7126, 
Washington, DC 20593–7126: 

(i) The name of the manufacturer or 
grantee and model number of the 
MSLD; 

(ii) Copies of the test report and test 
data showing that the MSLD complies 
with the electrical and environmental 
standards associated with RTCM 11901; 
and 

(iii) Instruction manuals associated 
with the MSLD, description of the test 
characteristics of the MSLD including 
assembly drawings, electrical sche-
matics, description of parts list, speci-
fications of materials and the manufac-
turer’s quality assurance program. 

(3) After reviewing the information 
described in paragraph (b)(2) of this 
section, the U.S. Coast Guard will issue 
a letter stating whether the MSLD sat-
isfies all RTCM Recommended Stand-
ards. In the case of an MSLD that in-
cludes a function intended to send a 
distress message directly to the U.S. 
Coast Guard or any other search and 

rescue organization, the letter will also 
state whether the U.S. Coast Guard en-
dorses that function. 

(4) A certification application for an 
MSLD must contain a copy of the U.S. 
Coast Guard letter stating that the de-
vice satisfies all RTCM Recommended 
Standards, a copy of the technical test 
data, and the instruction manual(s). 

§ 95.2989 PLB and MSLD technical 
standards. 

(a) PLB transmitter types must be 
designed to comply with technical 
standard RTCM 1010.2. MSLD trans-
mitter types must be designed to com-
ply with technical standard RTCM 
11901.1. 

(b) The standards required in this 
section are incorporated by reference 
into this section with the approval of 
the Director of the Federal Register 
under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. 
All approved material is available for 
inspection at FCC headquarters at 445 
12th Street SW., Washington, DC 20554, 
and is available from the sources indi-
cated in this paragraph (b). It is also 
available for inspection at the National 
Archives and Records Administration 
(NARA). For information on the avail-
ability of this material at NARA call 
202–741–6030 or go to http:// 
www.archives.gov/federallregister/ 
codeloflfederallregulations/ 
ibrllocations.html. 

(1) The following standards are avail-
able from the Radio Technical Com-
mission for Maritime Services, 1611 N. 
Kent St., Suite 605, Arlington, Virginia 
22209–2128. 

(i) RTCM 11010.2, ‘‘406 MHz Satellite 
Personal Locator Beacons (PLBs),’’ in-
cluding Amendments 1 and 2, dated 
June 8, 2012 (RTCM 11010). 

(ii) RTCM 11901.1, ‘‘Maritime Sur-
vivor Locating Devices (MSLD),’’ dated 
June 4, 2012. 

(2) [Reserved]. 

§ 95.2991 PLB and MSLD marketing 
limitations. 

(a) No device may be marketed or 
sold in the United States as a ‘‘PLB’’ 
or ‘‘Personal Locator Beacon’’ unless it 
is compliant with all of the rules in 
this subpart. Previously approved 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 16:55 Jun 04, 2021 Jkt 250218 PO 00000 Frm 00599 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Q:\47\47V5.TXT PC31kp
ay

ne
 o

n 
V

M
O

F
R

W
IN

70
2 

w
ith

 $
$_

JO
B


		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-06-24T09:16:49-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




