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§95.1705

(c) Individuals who may operate a
GMRS station. This paragraph estab-
lishes who may operate a GMRS sta-
tion under the authority of an indi-
vidual license.

(1) Any individual who holds an indi-
vidual license may operate his or her
GMRS stations.

(2) Any individual who holds an indi-
vidual license may allow his or her im-
mediate family members to operate his
or her GMRS station or stations. Im-
mediate family members are the li-
censee’s  spouse, children, grand-
children, stepchildren, parents, grand-
parents, stepparents, brothers, sisters,
aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, and in-
laws.

(3) Any individual who holds an indi-
vidual license may allow anyone to op-
erate his or her GMRS station if nec-
essary to communicate an emergency
message.

(4) Any non-individual person that
holds a grandfathered GMRS license
may allow individuals to operate its
grandfathered GMRS station(s) only in
accordance with the following para-
graphs:

(i) A partnership may allow its part-
ners and employees to operate its
GMRS station(s).

(ii) A corporation may allow its offi-
cers, directors, members and employ-
ees to operate its GMRS station(s).

(iii) An association may allow its
members and employees to operate its
GMRS station(s).

(iv) A governmental unit may allow
its employees to operate its GMRS sta-
tion(s).

(d) Individual licensee duties. The
holder of an individual license:

(1) Shall determine specifically which
individuals, including family members,
are allowed to operate (i.e., exercise
operational control over) its GMRS
station(s) (see paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion);

(2) May allow any person to use (i.e.,
benefit from the operation of) its
GMRS repeater, or alternatively, may
limit the use of its GMRS repeater to
specific persons;

(3) May disallow the use of its GMRS
repeater by specific persons as may be
necessary to carry out its responsibil-
ities under this section.
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(e) Individual license term. Each indi-
vidual license in the GMRS will nor-
mally have a term of ten years from
the date of grant or renewal, and may
be renewed pursuant to the procedures
in part 1 of this chapter. The FCC may
grant a shorter license term at renewal
as a sanction for violation of the FCC
rules.

(f) Cooperative use of GMRS stations.
GMRS licensees may share the use of
their stations with other persons eligi-
ble in the GMRS, subject to the condi-
tions and limitations in this para-
graph.

(1) The GMRS station to be shared
must be individually owned by the li-
censee, jointly owned by the partici-
pants and the licensee, leased individ-
ually by the licensee, or leased jointly
by the participants and the licensee.

(2) The licensee must maintain ac-
cess to and control over all stations au-
thorized under its license.

(3) A station may be shared only:

(i) Without charge;

(ii) On a non-profit basis, with con-
tributions to capital and operating ex-
penses including the cost of mobile sta-
tions and paging receivers prorated eq-
uitably among all participants; or

(iii) On a reciprocal basis, i.e., use of
one licensee’s stations for the use of
another licensee’s stations without
charge for either capital or operating
expenses.

(4) All sharing arrangements must be
conducted in accordance with a written
agreement to be kept as part of the
station records.

(g) Limitations on grandfathered GMRS
licenses. GMRS licenses that were
issued prior to July 31, 1987 authorized
GMRS station operation at specified
locations, on specified channels, and
with specified antenna height and
transmitter power. Grandfathered
GMRS licenses authorize only contin-
ued operation of those specific stations
by these licensees, at the specified lo-
cations, channels, antenna heights and
transmitting power. The FCC does not
accept applications to modify, assign,
or transfer grandfathered GMRS li-
censes (other than administrative up-
dates to change contact information).
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§95.1723 GMRS station inspection.

If an authorized FCC representative
requests to inspect a GMRS station,
the operator must make the station
and any station records available for
inspection.

(a) A GMRS station includes all of
the equipment used in connection with
that station.

(b) Station records include the fol-
lowing documents, as applicable:

(1) A copy of each response to an FCC
violation notice or an FCC letter.

(2) Each written permission received
from the FCC.

(3) Any written agreement regarding
sharing arrangements pursuant to
§95.1705(f)(4) of this part.

§§95.1725-95.1729 [Reserved]

§95.1731 Permissible GMRS uses.

The operator of a GMRS station may
use that station for two-way plain lan-
guage voice communications with
other GMRS stations and with FRS
units concerning personal or business
activities.

(a) Emergency communications. Any
GMRS channel may be used for emer-
gency communications or for traveler
assistance. Operators of GMRS stations
must, at all times and on all channels,
give priority to emergency commu-
nications.

(b) One-way communications. The op-
erator of a GMRS station may use that
station to transmit one-way commu-
nications:

(1) To call for help or transmit other
emergency communications;

(2) To provide warnings of hazardous
road conditions to travelers; or,

(3) To make brief test transmissions.

(c) Travelers assistance. The operator
of a GMRS station may transmit com-
munications necessary to assist a trav-
eler to reach a destination or to receive
necessary services.

(d) Digital data. GMRS hand-held
portable units may transmit digital
data containing location information,
or requesting location information
from one or more other GMRS or FRS
units, or containing a brief text mes-
sage to another specific GMRS or FRS
unit.

[Reserved]

§95.1741

§95.1733 Prohibited GMRS uses.

(a) In addition to the prohibited uses
outlined in §95.333 of this chapter,
GMRS stations must not communicate:

(1) Messages in connection with any
activity which 1is against Federal,
State, or local law;

(2) False or deceptive messages;

(3) Coded messages or messages with
hidden meanings (‘10 codes’ are per-
missible);

(4) Music, whistling, sound effects or
material to amuse or entertain;

(5) Advertisements or offers for the
sale of goods or services;

(6) Advertisements for a political
candidate or political campaign (mes-
sages about the campaign business may
be communicated);

(7) International distress signals,
such as the word ‘‘Mayday’ (except
when on a ship, aircraft or other vehi-
cle in immediate danger to ask for
help);

(8) Messages which are both conveyed
by a wireline control link and trans-
mitted by a GMRS station;

(9) Messages (except emergency mes-
sages) to any station in the Amateur
Radio Service, to any unauthorized
station, or to any foreign station;

(10) Continuous or uninterrupted
transmissions, except for communica-
tions involving the immediate safety of
life or property; and

(11) Messages for public address sys-
tems.

(12) The provision of §95.333 apply,
however, if the licensee is a corpora-
tion and the license so indicates, it
may use its GMRS system to furnish
non-profit radio communication serv-
ice to its parent corporation, to an-
other subsidiary of the same parent, or
to its own subsidiary.

(b) GMRS stations must not be used
for one-way communications other
than those listed in §95.1731(b). Initial
transmissions to establish two-way
communications and data trans-
missions listed in §95.1731(d) are not
considered to be one-way communica-
tions for the purposes of this section.

§§95.1735-95.1739 [Reserved]

§95.1741 GMRS antenna height limits.

GMRS station antennas must meet
the requirements in §95.317 regarding
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