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§90.405 Permissible communications.

(a) Stations licensed under this part
may transmit only the following types
of communication:

(1) Any communication related di-
rectly to the imminent safety-of-life or
property;

(2) Communications directly related
and necessary to those activities which
make the licensee eligible for the sta-
tion license held under this part. In ad-
dition, when communication service is
provided under the cooperative sharing
provisions of §90.179, the licensee pro-
viding such service may transmit com-
munications related to the activities
for which the parties receiving the
service would be eligible to be licensed.

(3) Communications for testing pur-
poses required for proper station and
system maintenance. However, each li-
censee shall keep such tests to a min-
imum and shall employ every measure
to avoid harmful interference.

(b) The provisions contained in para-
graph (a) of this section do not apply
where a single base station licensee has
been authorized to use a channel above
470 MHz on an exclusive basis, or to
stations licensed under this part that
are classified as CMRS providers under
part 20 of this chapter.

[60 FR 6182, Feb. 14, 1985, as amended at 59
FR 59965, Nov. 21, 1994]

§90.407 Emergency communications.

The licensee of any station author-
ized under this part may, during a pe-
riod of emergency in which the normal
communication facilities are disrupted
as a result of hurricane, flood, earth-
quake or similar disaster, utilize such
station for emergency communications
in a manner other than that specified
in the station authorization or in the
rules and regulations governing the op-
eration of such stations. The Commis-
sion may at any time order the dis-
continuance of such special use of the
authorized facilities.

[49 FR 36376, Sept. 17, 1984]

§90.411 Civil defense communications.

The licensee of any station author-
ized under this part may, on a vol-
untary basis, transmit communica-
tions necessary for the implementation
of civil defense activities assigned such
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station by local civil defense authori-
ties during an actual or simulated
emergency, including drills and tests.
The Commission may at any time
order the discontinuance of such spe-
cial use of the authorized facilities.

[49 FR 36376, Sept. 17, 1984]

§90.415 Prohibited uses.

Stations licensed under this part
shall not:

(a) Transmit program material of
any kind for use in connection with
broadcasting; or

(b) Render a communications com-
mon carrier service, except for stations
in the Public Safety Pool providing
communications standby  facilities
under §90.20(a)(2)(xi) and stations 1li-
censed under this part in the SMR, pri-
vate carrier paging, Industrial/Business
Pool, or 220-222 MHz services.

[43 FR 54791, Nov. 22, 1978, as amended at 59
FR 59965, Nov. 21, 1994; 62 FR 18933, Apr. 17,
1997]

§90.417 Interstation communication.

(a) Any station licensed under this
part may communicate with any other
station without restriction as to type,
service, or licensee when the commu-
nications involved relate directly to
the imminent safety-of-life or prop-
erty.

(b) Any station licensed under this
part may communicate with any other
station licensed under this part, with
U.S. Government stations, and with
foreign stations, in connection with
mutual activities, provided that where
the communication involves foreign
stations prior approval of the Commis-
sion must be obtained, and such com-
munication must be permitted by the
government that authorizes the foreign
station. Communications by Public
Safety Pool eligibles with foreign sta-
tions will be approved only to be con-
ducted in accordance with Article 5 of
the Inter-American Radio Agreement,
Washington, DC, 1949, the provisions of
which are set forth in §90.20(b).

[43 FR 54791, Nov. 22, 1978, as amended at 62
FR 18933, Apr. 17, 1997]
§90.419 Points of communication.

Normally, operations licensed under
this part are intended to provide
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intrastation mobile communications.
For example, a base station is intended
to communicate with its associated
mobile stations and mobile stations are
intended to communicate between as-
sociated mobile stations and associated
base stations of the licensee. Accord-
ingly, operations between base stations
at fixed locations are permitted only in
the following situations:

(a) Base stations licensed under sub-
part T of this part and those in the
Public Safety Pool that operate on fre-
quencies below 450 MHz, may commu-
nicate on a secondary basis with other
base stations, operational fixed sta-
tions, or fixed receivers authorized in
these services or pools.

(b) Base stations licensed on any fre-
quency in the Industrial/Business Pool
and on base stations frequencies above
450 MHz in the Public Safety Pool may
communicate on a secondary basis
with other base stations, operational
fixed stations, or fixed receivers au-
thorized in these pools only when:

(1) The messages to be transmitted
are of immediate importance to mobile
stations; or

(2) Wireline communications facili-
ties between such points are inoper-
ative, economically impracticable, or
unavailable from communications
common carrier sources. Temporary
unavailability due to a busy wireline
circuit is not considered to be within
the provisions of this paragraph.

(c) Operational fixed stations may
communicate with units of associated
mobile stations only on a secondary
basis.

(d) Operational fixed stations 1i-
censed in the Industrial/Business Pool
may communicate on a secondary basis
with associated base stations licensed
in these services when:

(1) The messages to be transmitted
are of immediate importance to mobile
stations; or

(2) Wireline communications facili-
ties between such points are inoper-
ative, economically impracticable, or
unavailable from communications
common carrier sources. Temporary
unavailability due to a busy wireline
circuit is not considered to be within
the provisions of this paragraph.

(e) Travelers’ Information Stations
are authorized to transmit certain in-
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formation to members of the traveling
public (see §90.242).

(f) CMRS licensees in the SMR cat-
egories of part 90, subpart S, CMRS
providers authorized in the 220 MHz
service of part 90, subpart T, CMRS
paging operations as defined by part 90,
subpart P and for-profit interconnected
business radio services with eligibility
defined by §90.35 are permitted to uti-
lize their assigned spectrum for fixed
services on a co-primary basis with
their mobile operations.

[61 FR 45356, Aug. 29, 1996, as amended at 62
FR 18933, Apr. 17, 1997; 72 FR 35199, June 27,
2007]

§90.421 Operation of mobile station
units not under the control of the
licensee.

Mobile stations, as defined in §90.7,
include vehicular-mounted and hand-
held units. Such units may be operated
by persons other than the licensee, as
provided for below, when necessary for
the licensee to meet its requirements
in connection with the activities for
which it is licensed. If the number of
such units, together with units oper-
ated by the licensee, exceeds the num-
ber of mobile units authorized to the li-
censee, license modification is re-
quired. The licensee is responsible for
taking necessary precautions to pre-
vent unauthorized operation of such
units not under its control.

(a) Public Safety Pool. (1) Mobile units
licensed in the Public Safety Pool may
be installed in any vehicle which in an
emergency would require cooperation
and coordination with the licensee, and
in any vehicle used in the performance,
under contract, of official activities of
the licensee. This provision does not
permit the installation of radio units
in non-emergency vehicles that are not
performing governmental functions
under contract but with which the li-
censee might wish to communicate.

(2) Mobile units licensed under
§90.20(a)(2)(iii) may be installed in a ve-
hicle or be hand-carried for use by any
person with whom cooperation or co-
ordinations is required for medical
services activities.

(3) On the Interoperability Channels
in the 700 MHz Public Safety Band (See
§90.531(b)(1)), hand-held and vehicular
transmitters may be operated by any
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