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FAA flight service station that oper-
ates on the published common traffic 
advisory frequency. At any other air-
port, the one unicom limitation does 
not apply, and the airport operator and 
all aviation services organizations may 
be licensed to operate a unicom on the 
assigned frequency. 

(c) At an airport where only one 
unicom may be licensed, eligibility for 
new unicom licenses is restricted to 
State or local government entities, and 
to nongovernmental organizations 
(NGOs) that are authorized to apply for 
the license by a State or local govern-
ment entity whose primary mission is 
the provision of public safety services. 
All applications submitted by NGOs 
must be accompanied by a new, written 
certification of support (for the NGO 
applicant to operate the applied for 
station) by the state or local govern-
ment entity. Applications for a unicom 
license at the same airport, where only 
one unicom may be licensed, that are 
filed by two or more applicants meet-
ing these eligibility criteria must be 
resolved through settlement or tech-
nical amendment. 

(d) At an airport where only one 
unicom may be licensed, the license 
may be assigned or transferred only to 
an entity meeting the requirements of 
paragraph (c) of this section. 

(e) An applicant for renewal of a 
unicom license shall be granted a pre-
sumptive renewal expectancy regard-
less of whether the applicant is eligible 
for a new unicom license under para-
graph (c) of this section. Unless the re-
newal expectancy is defeated, applica-
tions that are mutually exclusive with 
the renewal application will not be ac-
cepted. The renewal expectancy may be 
defeated only upon a determination, 
following a hearing duly designated on 
the basis of a petition to deny or on the 
Commission’s own motion, that the re-
newal applicant has not provided sub-
stantial service. For purposes of this 
paragraph, substantial service means 
service which is sound, favorable, and 
substantially above a level of mediocre 
service during the applicant’s past li-
cense term. If the renewal expectancy 
is defeated, the renewal application 
will be dismissed unless the renewal 
applicant is eligible for a new unicom 

license pursuant to paragraph (c) of 
this section. 

(f) At an airport where only one 
unicom may be licensed, when the 
Commission believes that the unicom 
has been abandoned or has ceased oper-
ation, another unicom may be licensed 
on an interim basis pending final deter-
mination of the status of the original 
unicom. An applicant for an interim li-
cense must notify the present licensee 
and must comply with the notice re-
quirements of paragraph (g) of this sec-
tion. 

(g) An applicant for a unicom license, 
renewal or modification of frequency 
assignment at an airport which does 
not have a control tower, RCO or FAA 
flight service station must notify in 
writing the owner of the airport and all 
aviation service organizations located 
at the airport. The notice must include 
the applicant’s name and address, the 
name of the airport and a statement 
that the applicant intends to file an ap-
plication with the Commission for a 
unicom. The notice must be given 
within the ten days preceding the filing 
of the application with the Commis-
sion. Each applicant must certify upon 
application that either notice has been 
given and include the date of notifica-
tion, or notice is not required because 
the applicant owns the airport and 
there are no organizations that should 
be notified. 

[53 FR 28940, Aug. 1, 1988, as amended at 55 
FR 30464, July 26, 1990; 63 FR 68957, Dec. 14, 
1998; 69 FR 32885, June 14, 2004; 76 FR 17352, 
Mar. 29, 2011] 

§ 87.217 Frequencies. 

(a) Only one unicom frequency will 
be assigned at any one airport. Appli-
cants must request a particular fre-
quency, which will be taken into con-
sideration when the assignment is 
made. The frequencies assignable to 
unicoms are: 

(1) 122.950 MHz at airports which have 
a full-time control tower or full-time 
FAA flight service station. 

(2) 122.700, 122.725, 122.800, 122.975, 
123.000, 123.050 or 123.075 MHz at all 
other airports. 
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(b) 121.500 MHz: emergency and dis-
tress only. 

[53 FR 28940, Aug. 1, 1988, as amended at 55 
FR 30464, July 26, 1990; 58 FR 67696, Dec. 22, 
1993; 69 FR 32885, June 14, 2004] 

§ 87.219 Automatic operations. 
(a) A station operator need not be 

present when an automated unicom is 
in operation. 

(b) Unicoms operating in an auto-
mated mode must comply with the re-
quirements of paragraphs (1)–(5) of this 
section, in addition to the require-
ments applicable to non-automated 
unicom operations. 

(1) An automated unicom must trans-
mit only in response to interrogating 
signals from aircraft, including but not 
limited to the brief keyed RF signals 
specified in § 87.187(y). 

(2) An automated unicom must mon-
itor the unicom frequency prior to 
transmission, and provide a brief delay 
between the aircraft’s interrogating 
signal and the automatic unicom’s re-
sponse. 

(3) Automated advisory trans-
missions must be as brief as possible, 
and must never exceed one minute in 
length. 

(4) An automated unicom may not 
provide weather information at an air-
port that has an operational, FAA-cer-
tified, automatic weather facility, un-
less the unicom itself is certified by 
the FAA. 

(5) If weather information is provided 
by an automated unicom: 

(i) Weather sensors must be placed in 
order to adequately represent the 
weather conditions at the airport(s) to 
be served; 

(ii) The weather information must be 
proceeded by the word ‘‘advisory;’’ 

(iii) The phrase ‘‘automated advi-
sory’’ must be included when the 
weather information was gathered by 
real-time sensors or within the last 
minute; and, 

(iv) The time and date of the last up-
date must be included when the weath-
er information was not gathered within 
the last minute. 

(c) Only one automated unicom may 
be operated at an uncontrolled airport. 
Prior to the operation of an automated 
unicom at an airport with more than 
one unicom licensee, all of the licens-

ees at that airport must sign a letter of 
agreement stating which licensee(s) 
control the automated unicom oper-
ations, and, if control is to be shared 
among several operators, how that con-
trol will be divided or scheduled. The 
original or a copy of the letter of 
agreement must be kept with each li-
censees’ station records. Within 90 days 
of the date upon which a new unicom 
operator is licensed at an airport where 
more than one unicom is authorized, 
and an automated unicom is being op-
erated, an amended letter of agreement 
that includes the new licensee’s signa-
ture must be signed or automated 
unicom operations must cease. 

[64 FR 27475, May 20, 1999] 

Subpart H—Aeronautical 
Multicom Stations 

§ 87.237 Scope of service. 

(a) The communications of an aero-
nautical multicom station (multicom) 
must pertain to activities of a tem-
porary, seasonal or emergency nature 
involving aircraft in flight. Commu-
nications are limited to directing or 
coordinating ground activities from 
the air or aerial activities from the 
ground. Air-to-air communications will 
be authorized if the communications 
are directly connected with the air-to- 
ground or ground-to-air activities de-
scribed above. Multicom communica-
tions must not include those air/ground 
communications provided for elsewhere 
in this part. 

(b) If there is not unicom and an ap-
plicant is unable to meet the require-
ments for a unicom license, the appli-
cant will be eligible for a multicom li-
cense. 

(1) The multicom license becomes in-
valid when a unicom is established at 
the landing area. 

(2) Multicoms must not be used for 
ATC purposes other than the relay of 
ATC information between the pilot and 
air traffic controller. Relaying of ATC 
information is limited to the following: 

(i) Revisions of proposed departure 
time; 

(ii) Takeoff, arrival flight plan can-
cellation time; 
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