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(f) Transmission limitation on 2182 kHz 
and 156.800 MHz. To facilitate the re-
ception of distress calls, all trans-
missions on 2182 kHz and 156.800 MHz 
(channel 16) must be minimized and 
transmissions on 156.800 MHz must not 
exceed 1 minute. 

(g) Limitations on commercial commu-
nication. On frequencies in the band 
156–162 MHz, the exchange of commer-
cial communication must be limited to 
the minimum practicable transmission 
time. In the conduct of ship-shore com-
munication other than distress, sta-
tions on board ship must comply with 
instructions given by the private coast 
station or marine utility station on 
shore with which they are commu-
nicating. 

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 68 
FR 46961, Aug. 7, 2003] 

SPECIAL PROCEDURES—PUBLIC COAST 
STATIONS 

§ 80.121 Public coast stations using te-
legraphy. 

(a) Narrow-band direct-printing (NB- 
DP) operating procedures. (1) When both 
terminals of the NB-DP circuit are sat-
isfied that the circuit is in operable 
condition, the message preamble must 
be transmitted in the following format: 

(i) One carriage return and one line 
feed, 

(ii) Serial number or number of the 
message, 

(iii) The name of the office of origin, 
(iv) The number of words, 
(v) The date of handing in of the mes-

sage, 
(vi) The time of handing in of the 

message, and 
(vii) Any service instructions. (See 

The ITU ‘‘Manual for Use by the Mari-
time Mobile and Maritime Mobile-Sat-
ellite Services’’.) 

(2) Upon completion of transmission 
of the preamble, the address, text and 
signature must be transmitted as re-
ceived from the sender. 

(3) Upon completion of transmission 
of the signature the coast station 
must, following the signal ‘‘COL’’, rou-
tinely repeat all service indications in 
the address and for figures or mixed 
groups of letters, figures or signs in the 
address, text or signature. 

(4) In telegrams of more than 50 
words, routine repetition must be given 
at the end of each page. 

(5) Paragraphs (a) (1) through (4) of 
this section need not be followed when 
a direct connection is employed. 

(6) In calling ship stations by narrow- 
band direct-printing, the coast station 
must use the ship station selective 
calling number (5 digits) and its as-
signed coast station identification 
number (4 digits). Calls to ship stations 
must employ the following format: 
Ship station selective call number, re-
peated twice; ‘‘DE’’, sent once; and 
coast station identification number, 
repeated twice. When the ship station 
does not reply to a call sent three 
times at intervals of two minutes, the 
calling must cease and must not be re-
newed until after an interval of fifteen 
minutes. 

(7) A public coast station authorized 
to use NB-DP frequencies between 4000 
kHz and 27500 kHz may use class A1A 
emission on the ‘‘mark’’ frequency for 
station identification and for estab-
lishing communications with ship sta-
tions. The radio station license must 
reflect authority for this type of oper-
ation, and harmful interference must 
not be caused. 

(b) Watch on ship calling frequencies. 
(1) Public coast stations using teleg-
raphy must maintain a continuous 
watch during their working hours for 
calls from ship stations on frequencies 
in the same band(s) in which the coast 
station is licensed to operate. See sub-
part H of this part. 

(2) Such station must employ receiv-
ers which are capable of being accu-
rately set to any designated calling fre-
quency in each band for which the re-
ceiver is intended to operate. The time 
required to set the receiver to a fre-
quency must not exceed five seconds. 
The receiver must have a long term 
frequency stability of not more than 50 
Hz and a minimum sensitivity of two 
microvolts across receiver input termi-
nals of 50 ohms, or equivalent. The 
audio harmonic distortion must not ex-
ceed five percent at any rated output 
power. 

(c) Radiotelegraph frequencies. Radio-
telegraph frequencies available for as-
signment to public coast stations are 
contained in subpart H of this part. 
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