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Federal Communications Commission § 80.1181 

VOLUNTARY TELEPHONY 

§ 80.1165 Assignment and use of fre-
quencies. 

Frequencies for general radio-
telephone purposes are available to 
ships in three radio frequency bands. 
Use of specific frequencies must meet 
the Commission’s rules concerning the 
scope of service and the class of station 
with which communications are in-
tended. The three frequency bands are: 

(a) 156–158 MHz (VHF/FM Radio-
telephone). Certain frequencies within 
this band are public correspondence 
frequencies and they must be used as 
working channels when communicating 
with public coast stations. Other work-
ing frequencies within the band are 
categorized by type of communications 
for which use is authorized when com-
municating with a private coast sta-
tion or between ships. Subpart H of 
this part lists the frequencies and 
types of communications for which 
they are available. 

(b) 1600–4000 kHz (SSB Radiotelephone). 
Specific frequencies within this band 
are authorized for single sideband 
(SSB) communications with public and 
private coast stations or between ships. 
The specific frequencies are listed in 
subpart H of this part. 

(c) 4000–23000 kHz (SSB Radio-
telephone). Specific frequencies within 
this band are authorized for SSB com-
munications with public and private 
coast stations. The specific frequencies 
are listed in subpart H of this part. 

§ 80.1169 [Reserved] 

§ 80.1171 Assignment and use of fre-
quencies. 

(a) The frequencies assignable to 
AMTS stations are listed in § 80.385(a). 
These frequencies are assignable to 
ship and coast stations for voice, fac-
simile and radioteletypewriter commu-
nications. 

(b) [Reserved] 

ON-BOARD COMMUNICATIONS 

§ 80.1175 Scope of communications of 
on-board stations. 

(a) On-board stations communicate: 
(1) With other units of the same sta-

tion for operational communications 
on the ship. 

(2) With on-board stations of another 
ship or shore facility to aid in oil pollu-
tion prevention during the transfer of 
250 or more barrels of oil. 

(3) With other units of the same sta-
tion in the immediate vicinity of the 
ship for operational communications 
related to docking, life boat and emer-
gency drills or in the maneuvering of 
cargo barges and lighters. 

(b) An on-board station may commu-
nicate with a station in the Business 
Radio Service operating on the same 
frequency when the vessel on which the 
on-board station is installed is along-
side the dock or cargo handling facil-
ity. 

§ 80.1177 Assignment and use of fre-
quencies. 

On-board frequencies are assignable 
only to ship stations. When an on- 
board repeater is used, paired fre-
quencies must be used. On-board re-
peater frequencies must be used for sin-
gle frequency simplex operations. On- 
board frequencies are listed in subpart 
H. 

§ 80.1179 On-board repeater limita-
tions. 

When an on-board repeater is used, 
the following limitations must be met: 

(a) The on-board repeater antenna 
must be located no higher than 3 me-
ters (10 feet) above the vessel’s highest 
working deck. 

(b) Each on-board repeater must have 
a timer that deactivates the trans-
mitter if the carrier remains on for 
more than 3 minutes. 

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 58 
FR 44954, Aug. 25, 1993] 

§ 80.1181 Station identification. 
(a) On-board stations must identify 

when: 
(1) The vessel is within 32 km (20 

miles) of any coastline; or 
(2) The communications are likely to 

be received aboard another vessel. 
(b) Identification, when required, 

must be: 
(1) Transmitted at the beginning and 

the end of a series of communications. 
Whenever communications are sus-
tained for a period exceeding 15 min-
utes, station identification must be 
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transmitted at intervals not exceeding 
15 minutes. 

(2) In English and must include the 
name of the vessel, followed by a num-
ber or name designating the respective 
mobile unit, for example: ‘‘S.S. United 
States Mobile One, this is Mobile 
Two.’’ 

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 58 
FR 44954, Aug. 25, 1993] 

§ 80.1183 Remote control for maneu-
vering or navigation. 

(a) An on-board station may be used 
for remote control of maneuvering or 
navigation control systems aboard the 
same ship or, where that ship is towing 
a second ship, aboard the towed ship. 

(b) The remote control system trans-
missions must contain a synchroni-
zation signal and a message signal 
composed of a documentation number 
group, a company control group, an ac-
tuation instruction group, and a termi-
nation of transmission group. 

(1) The synchronization signal must 
be the control character ‘‘SYN’’, trans-
mitted twice. 

(2) The message signal is composed of 
the following groups: 

(i) The documentation number group 
must be transmitted once and be the 
ship’s U.S. Coast Guard documentation 
number or, if the ship is not docu-
mented, the call sign of the on-board 
station. 

(ii) The company control group, com-
posed of three letters taken from AAA 
through ZZZ, which must be trans-
mitted one time. 

(iiii) The actuation instruction 
group, composed of two letters taken 
from AA through ZZ, which must be 
transmitted one time. 

(iv) The termination of transmission 
group, composed of the control char-
acter ‘‘EM’’, which must be trans-
mitted twice. 

(c) The receiving system must: 
(1) Reject any actuation instruction 

until it recognizes and accepts the 
company control group. 

(2) Reject any company control group 
until it recognizes and accepts the doc-
umentation number group. 

(d) The emission employed must be 
G2D. The provisions applicable to G3E 
emission are also applicable to G2D 
emission. 

(e) The binary information must be 
applied to the carrier as frequency- 
shift keying (FSK) of the standard 
tones 1070 and 1270 Hz. ‘‘0’’ (low) must 
correspond to 1070 Hz and ‘‘1’’ (high) 
must correspond to 1270 Hz. The signal-
ling rate must be 300 bits per second. 

(f) The alphabet employed must be 
the United States of America Standard 
Code for Information Interchange 
(USASCII), contained in the United 
States of America Standards Institute 
publication USAS X3.4–1968. 

(1) The bit sequence must be least 
significant bit first to most significant 
bit (bit 1 through 7), consecutively. 

(2) The character structure must con-
sist of 8 bits (seven bits plus one char-
acter parity bit) having equal time in-
tervals. 

(3) ‘‘Odd’’ parity is required. 

MOBILE-SATELLITE STATIONS 

§ 80.1185 Supplemental eligibility for 
mobile-satellite stations. 

Stations in the maritime mobile-sat-
ellite service must meet the eligibility 
requirements contained in this section. 

(a) A station license for a ship earth 
station may be issued to: 

(1) The owner or operator of a ship. 
(2) A corporation proposing to fur-

nish a nonprofit radio communication 
service to its parent corporation, to an-
other subsidiary of the same parent, or 
to its own subsidiary, where the party 
to be served is the owner or operator of 
the ship aboard which the ship earth 
station is to be installed and operated. 

(b) A station license for a portable 
ship earth station may be issued to the 
owner or operator of portable earth 
station equipment proposing to furnish 
satellite communication services on 
board more than one ship or fixed off-
shore platform located in the marine 
environment. 

[52 FR 27003, July 17, 1987, as amended at 54 
FR 49995, Dec. 4, 1989] 

§ 80.1187 Scope of communication. 

Ship earth stations must be used for 
telecommunications related to the 
business or operation of ships and for 
public correspondence of persons on 
board. Portable ship earth stations are 
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