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without any affirmative action by the
Commission.

[28 FR 13722, Dec. 14, 1963, as amended at 43
FR 1951, Jan. 13, 1978; 47 FR 21499, May 18,
1982; 47 FR 40172, Sept. 13, 1982; 48 FR 21487,
May 12, 1983; 52 FR 31404, Aug. 20, 1987; 76 FR
44827, July 27, 2011; 80 FR 27863, May 15, 2015;
81 FR 5052, Feb. 1, 2016]

§74.732 Eligibility and licensing re-
quirements.

(a) A license for a low power TV or
TV translator station may be issued to
any qualified individual, organized
group of individuals, broadcast station
licensee, or local civil governmental
body.

(b) More than one low power TV or
TV translator station may be licensed
to the same applicant whether or not
such stations serve substantially the
same area. Low power TV and TV
translator stations are not counted for
purposes of §73.35565, concerning mul-
tiple ownership.

(c) Only one channel will be assigned
to each low power TV or TV translator
station. Additional low power or trans-
lator stations may be authorized to
provide additional reception. A sepa-
rate application is required for each
station and each application must be
complete in all respects.

(d) The FCC will not act on applica-
tions for new low power TV or TV
translator stations, for changes in fa-
cilities of existing stations, or for
changes in output channel tendered by
displaced stations pursuant to
§73.3572(a)(1), when such changes will
result in a major change until the ap-
plicable time for filing a petition to
deny has passed pursuant to §73.3584(c).

(e) A proposal to change the primary
TV station being retransmitted or an
application of a licensed translator sta-
tion to include low power TV station
operation, i.e., program origination or
subscription service will be subject
only to a notification requirement.

(f) Applications for transfer of owner-
ship or control of a low power TV or
TV translator station will be subject to
petitions to deny.

(g) A television broadcast booster
station will be authorized only to the
licensee or permittee of the television
station whose signals the booster will

§74.733

rebroadcast, to areas within the Grade
B contour of the primary station.

(h) No numerical limit is placed on
the number of booster stations that
may be licensed to a single licensee. A
separate license is required for each
television broadcast booster station.

[47 FR 21499, May 18, 1982, as amended at 48
FR 21487, May 12, 1983; 49 FR 20504, May 15,
1984; 52 FR 7423, Mar. 11, 1987; 52 FR 10571,
Apr. 2, 1987; 52 FR 31404, Aug. 20, 1987]

§74.733 UHF translator signal boost-
ers.

(a) The licensee of a UHF television
broadcast translator station may be
authorized to operate one or more sig-
nal boosters for the purpose of pro-
viding reception to small shadowed
areas within the area intended to be
served by the translator.

(b) The transmitting apparatus shall
consist of a simple linear radio fre-
quency amplifier, with one or more
amplifying stages, which is capable of
receiving, amplifying, and retransmit-
ting the signals of the parent trans-
lator without significantly altering
any electrical characteristic of the re-
ceived signal other than its amplitude.
The maximum power input to the plate
of the final radio frequency amplifier
shall not exceed 5 watts.

(c) The amplifier shall be equipped
with suitable circuits which will auto-
matically cause it to cease radiating if
no signal is being received from the
parent translator station. Care shall be
taken in the design of the apparatus to
insure that out-of-band radiation is not
excessive and that adequate isolation
is maintained between the input and
output circuits to prevent unstable op-
eration.

(d) The installation of the apparatus
and its associated receiving and trans-
mitting antennas shall be in accord-
ance with accepted principles of good
engineering practice. Either hori-
zontal, vertical, or circular polariza-
tion of the electric field of the radiated
signal may be employed. If the isola-
tion between the input and output cir-
cuits depends in part upon the polariza-
tion or directive properties of the
transmitting and receiving antennas,
the installation shall be sufficiently
rugged to withstand the normal haz-
ards of the environment.
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§74.734

(e) The operation of a UHF translator
signal booster is subject to the condi-
tion that no harmful interference is
caused to the reception of any station,
broadcast or non-broadcast, other than
the parent translator. The licensee of
the UHF translator signal booster is
expected to use reasonable diligence to
minimize interference to the direct re-
ception of the parent translator sta-
tion.

(f) UHF translator signal boosters
may be operated unattended. Repairs
and adjustments shall be made by a
qualified person. The required quali-
fications are set forth in §74.750 (g) and
(h).

(g) An individual call sign will not be
assigned to a UHF translator booster
station. The retransmission of the call
sign of the parent translator will serve
as station identification.

(h) Applications for authority to con-
struct and operate a UHF translator
signal booster shall be submitted on
FCC Form 346A. No construction of fa-
cilities or installation of apparatus at
the proposed transmitter site shall be
made until a construction permit
therefor has been issued by the Com-
mission.

(i) The provisions of §§74.767 and
74.781 concerning marking and lighting
of antenna structures and station
records, respectively, apply to UHF
translator signal boosters.

[28 FR 13722, Dec. 14, 1963, as amended at 40
FR 25022, June 12, 1975; 59 FR 63052, Dec. 7,
1994; 84 FR 2759, Feb. 8, 2019]

§74.734 Attended and unattended op-
eration.

(a) Low power TV, TV translator, and
TV booster stations may be operated
without a designated person in attend-
ance if the following requirements are
met:

(1) If the transmitter site cannot be
promptly reached at all hours and in
all seasons, means shall be provided so
that the transmitting apparatus can be
turned on and off at will from a point
that readily is accessible at all hours
and in all seasons.

(2) The transmitter also shall be
equipped with suitable automatic cir-
cuits that will place it in a nonradi-
ating condition in the absence of a sig-
nal on the input channel or circuit.
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(3) The transmitting and the ON/OFF
control, if at a location other than the
transmitter site, shall be adequately
protected against tampering by unau-
thorized persons.

(4) A letter notification must be filed
with the FCC in Washington, DC, At-
tention: Video Division, Media Bureau,
providing the name, address, and tele-
phone number of a person or persons
who may be called to secure suspension
of operation of the transmitter prompt-
ly should such action be deemed nec-
essary by the FCC. Such information
shall be kept current by the licensee.

(5) In cases where the antenna and
supporting structure are considered to
be a hazard to air navigation and are
required to be painted and lighted
under the provisions of part 17 of the
Rules, the licensee shall make suitable
arrangements for the daily observa-
tions, when required, and lighting
equipment inspections required by
§§17.37 and 17.38 of the FCC rules.

(b) An application for authority to
construct a new low power TV station
(when rebroadcasting the programs of
another station) or TV translator sta-
tion or to make changes in the facili-
ties of an authorized station, and that
proposes unattended operation, shall
include an adequate showing as to the
manner of compliance with this sec-
tion.

[47 FR 21500, May 18, 1982, as amended at 48
FR 21487, May 12, 1983; 60 FR 55483, Nov. 1,
1995; 63 FR 33878, June 22, 1998; 67 FR 13233,
Mar. 21, 2002]

§74.735

(a) The maximum peak effective radi-
ated power (ERP) of an analog low
power TV, TV translator, or TV boost-
er station shall not exceed:

(1) 3 kW for VHF channels 2-13; and

(2) 150 kW for UHF channels 14-69.

(b) The maximum ERP of a digital
low power TV, TV translator, or TV
booster station (average power) shall
not exceed:

(1) 3 kW for VHF channels 2-13; and

(2) 15 kW for UHF channels 14-69.

(c) The limits in paragraphs (a) and
(b) apply separately to the effective ra-
diated powers that may be obtained by
the use of horizontally or vertically po-
larized transmitting antennas, pro-
viding the applicable provisions of

Power limitations.
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