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Federal Communications Commission § 74.531 

accordance with the Table of Fre-
quency Allocations contained in § 2.106 
of this chapter. 

[28 FR 13716, Dec. 14, 1963, as amended at 48 
FR 50332, Nov. 1, 1983; 49 FR 37777, Sept. 26, 
1984; 50 FR 4658, Feb. 1, 1985; 50 FR 7341, Feb. 
22, 1985; 50 FR 34150, Aug. 23, 1985; 50 FR 48600, 
Nov. 26, 1985; 54 FR 10329, Mar. 13, 1989; 54 FR 
24905, June 12, 1989; 54 FR 30043, July 18, 1989; 
65 FR 38325, June 20, 2000; 65 FR 54172, Sept. 
7, 2000; 68 FR 12766, Mar. 17, 2003; 68 FR 16967, 
Apr. 8, 2003; 73 FR 25496, May 6, 2008] 

§ 74.503 Frequency selection. 
(a) Each application for a new station 

or change in an existing station shall 
be specific with regard to frequency. In 
general, the lowest suitable frequency 
will be assigned which, on an engineer-
ing basis, will not cause harmful inter-
ference to other stations operating in 
accordance with existing frequency al-
locations. 

(b) Where it appears that interference 
may result from the operation of a new 
station or a change in the facilities of 
an existing station, the Commission 
may require a showing that harmful in-
terference will not be caused to exist-
ing stations or that if interference will 
be caused the need for the proposed 
service outweighs the loss of service 
due to the interference. 

[28 FR 13716, Dec. 14, 1963] 

§ 74.531 Permissible service. 
(a) An aural broadcast STL station is 

authorized to transmit aural program 
material between the studio and trans-
mitter location of a broadcasting sta-
tion, except an international broad-
casting station, for simultaneous or de-
layed broadcast. 

(b) An aural broadcast intercity relay 
station is authorized to transmit aural 
program material between broad-
casting stations, except international 
broadcasting stations, for simulta-
neous or delayed broadcast. 

(c) An aural broadcast intercity relay 
station is authorized to transmit aural 
program material between noncommer-
cial educational FM radio stations and 
their co-owned noncommercial edu-
cational FM translator stations as-
signed to reserved channels (Channels 
201 to 220) and between FM radio sta-
tions and FM translator stations oper-
ating within the coverage contour of 

their primary stations. This use shall 
not interfere with or otherwise pre-
clude use of these broadcast auxiliary 
facilities by broadcast auxiliary sta-
tions transmitting aural programming 
between broadcast stations as provided 
in paragraph (b) of this section. 

(d) An aural broadcast STL or inter-
city relay may be used to transmit ma-
terial between an FM broadcast radio 
station and an FM booster station 
owned, operated, and controlled by the 
licensee of the originating FM radio 
station. This use shall not interfere 
with or otherwise preclude use of these 
broadcast auxiliary facilities by broad-
cast auxiliary stations transmitting 
aural programming between the studio 
and transmitter location of a broadcast 
station or between broadcast stations 
as provided in paragraphs (a) and (b) of 
this section. 

(e) An aural broadcast microwave 
booster station is authorized to re-
transmit the signals of an aural broad-
cast STL or intercity relay station. 

(f) Multiplexing of the STL or inter-
city relay transmitter may be em-
ployed to provide additional commu-
nication channels for the transmission 
of aural program material, news-wire 
teleprinter signals relaying news to be 
associated with main channel program-
ming, operational communications, 
and material authorized to be trans-
mitted over an FM station under a 
valid Subsidiary Communications Au-
thorization (SCA). An aural broadcast 
STL or intercity relay station may not 
be operated solely for the transmission 
of operational, teleprinter or sub-
sidiary communications. Operational 
communications include cues, orders, 
and other communications directly re-
lated to the operation of the broadcast 
station as well as special signals used 
for telemetry or the control of appa-
ratus used in conjunction with the 
broadcasting operations. 

(g) All program material, including 
subsidiary communications, trans-
mitted over an aural broadcast STL or 
intercity relay station shall be in-
tended for use by broadcast stations 
owned or under common control of the 
licensee or licensees of the STL or 
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intercity relay station. Other broad-
cast stations may simultaneously uti-
lize such program material with per-
mission of the STL or intercity relay 
station licensee. 

(h) In any case where multiplexing, is 
employed on an aural broadcast STL 
station for the simultaneous trans-
mission of more than one aural chan-
nel, the STL transmitter must be capa-
ble of transmitting the multiple chan-
nels within the channel on which the 
STL station is authorized to operate 
and with adequate technical quality so 
that each broadcast station utilizing 
the circuit can meet the technical per-
formance standards stipulated in the 
rules governing that class of broad-
casting station. If multiplex operation 
is employed during the regular oper-
ation of the STL station, the addi-
tional circuits shall be in operation at 
the time that the required periodic per-
formance measurements are made of 
the overall broadcasting system from 
the studio microphone input circuit to 
the broadcast transmitter output cir-
cuit. 

[28 FR 13716, Dec. 14, 1963, as amended at 45 
FR 51564, Aug. 4, 1980; 52 FR 31403, Aug. 20, 
1987; 55 FR 50693, Dec. 10, 1990; 57 FR 41111, 
Sept. 9, 1992] 

§ 74.532 Licensing requirements. 
(a) An aural broadcast STL or an 

aural broadcast intercity relay station 
will be licensed only to the licensee or 
licensees of broadcast stations, includ-
ing low power FM stations, other than 
international broadcast stations, and 
for use with broadcast stations owned 
entirely by or under common control of 
the licensee or licensees. An aural 
broadcast intercity relay station also 
will be licensed for use by low power 
FM stations, noncommercial edu-
cational FM translator stations as-
signed to reserved channels (Channels 
201–220) and owned and operated by 
their primary station, by FM trans-
lator stations operating within the 
coverage contour of their primary sta-
tions, and by FM booster stations. 
Aural auxiliary stations licensed to 
low power FM stations will be assigned 
on a secondary basis; i.e., subject to the 
condition that no harmful interference 
is caused to other aural auxiliary sta-
tions assigned to radio broadcast sta-

tions. Auxiliary stations licensed to 
low power FM stations must accept 
any interference caused by stations 
having primary use of aural auxiliary 
frequencies. 

(b) More than one aural broadcast 
STL or intercity relay station may be 
licensed to a single licensee upon a sat-
isfactory showing that the additional 
stations are needed to provide different 
program circuits to more than one 
broadcast station, to provide program 
circuits from other studios, or to pro-
vide one or more intermediate relay 
stations over a path which cannot be 
covered with a single station due to 
terrain or distance. 

(c) If more than one broadcast sta-
tion or class of broadcast station is to 
be served by a single aural broadcast 
auxiliary station, this information 
must be stated in the application for 
construction permit or license. 

(d) Licensees of aural broadcast STL 
and intercity relay stations may be au-
thorized to operate one or more aural 
broadcast microwave booster stations 
for the purpose of relaying signals over 
a path that cannot be covered with a 
single station. 

(e) Each aural broadcast auxiliary 
station will be licensed at a specified 
transmitter location to communicate 
with a specified receiving location, and 
the direction of the main radiation 
lobe of the transmitting antenna will 
be a term of the station authorization. 

(f) In case of permanent discontinu-
ance of operations of a station licensed 
under this subpart, the licensee shall 
cancel the station license using FCC 
Form 601. For purposes of this section, 
a station which is not operated for a 
period of one year is considered to have 
been permanently discontinued. 

[28 FR 13716, Dec. 14, 1963, as amended at 49 
FR 7129, Feb. 27, 1984; 49 FR 10930, Mar. 23, 
1984; 52 FR 31403, Aug. 20, 1987; 55 FR 50693, 
Dec. 10, 1990; 57 FR 41111, Sept. 9, 1992; 58 FR 
19775, Apr. 16, 1993; 65 FR 7649, Feb. 15, 2000; 
68 FR 12766, Mar. 17, 2003] 

§ 74.533 Remote control and unat-
tended operation. 

(a) Aural broadcast STL and inter-
city relay stations may be operated by 
remote control provided that such op-
eration is conducted in accordance 
with the conditions listed below: 
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