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Federal Communications Commission § 73.809 

Mexican station class Co-channel 
(km) 

First-adjacent 
channel 

(km) 

Second- and 
third-adjacent 

channel 
(km) 

Intermediate 
frequency (IF) 

channel 
(km) 

Low Power ............................................................................ 27 17 9 3 
A ............................................................................................ 43 32 25 5 
AA .......................................................................................... 47 36 29 6 
B1 .......................................................................................... 67 54 45 8 
B ............................................................................................ 91 76 66 11 
C1 .......................................................................................... 91 80 73 19 
C ............................................................................................ 110 100 92 27 

(3) The Commission will notify the 
International Telecommunications 
Union (ITU) of any LPFM authoriza-
tions in the US Virgin Islands. Any au-
thorization issued for a US Virgin Is-
lands LPFM station will include a con-
dition that permits the Commission to 
modify, suspend or terminate without 
right to a hearing if found by the Com-
mission to be necessary to conform to 
any international regulations or agree-
ments. 

(4) The Commission will initiate 
international coordination of a LPFM 
proposal even where the above Cana-
dian and Mexican spacing tables are 
met, if it appears that such coordina-
tion is necessary to maintain compli-
ance with international agreements. 

(5)(i) LPFM stations located within 
125 kilometers of the Mexican border 
are limited to 50 watts (0.05 kW) ERP, 
a 60 dBu service contour of 8.7 kilo-
meters and a 34 dBu interfering con-
tour of 32 kilometers in the direction of 
the Mexican border. LPFM stations 
may operate up to 100 watts in all 
other directions. 

(ii) LPFM stations located between 
125 kilometers and 320 kilometers from 
the Mexican border may operate in ex-
cess of 50 watts, up to a maximum ERP 
of 100 watts. However, in no event shall 
the location of the 60 dBu contour lie 
within 116.3 kilometers of the Mexican 
border. 

(iii) Applications for LPFM stations 
within 320 kilometers of the Canadian 
border may employ an ERP of up to a 
maximum of 100 watts. The distance to 
the 34 dBu interfering contour may not 
exceed 60 kilometers in any direction. 

[78 FR 2102, Jan. 9, 2013, as amended at 85 FR 
35573, June 11, 2020] 

§ 73.808 Distance computations. 
For the purposes of determining com-

pliance with any LPFM distance re-
quirements, distances shall be cal-
culated in accordance with § 73.208(c) of 
this part. 

§ 73.809 Interference protection to full 
service FM stations. 

(a) If a full service commercial or 
NCE FM facility application is filed 
subsequent to the filing of an LPFM 
station facility application, such full 
service station is protected against any 
condition of interference to the direct 
reception of its signal that is caused by 
such LPFM station operating on the 
same channel or first-adjacent channel 
provided that the interference is pre-
dicted to occur and actually occurs 
within: 

(1) The 3.16 mV/m (70 dBu) contour of 
such full service station; 

(2) The community of license of such 
full service station; or 

(3) Any area of the community of li-
cense of such full service station that 
is predicted to receive at least a 1 mV/ 
m (60 dBu) signal. Predicted inter-
ference shall be calculated in accord-
ance with the ratios set forth in § 73.215 
paragraphs (a)(1) and (a)(2). Inter-
mediate frequency (IF) channel inter-
ference overlap will be determined 
based upon overlap of the 91 dBu 
F(50,50) contours of the FM and LPFM 
stations. Actual interference will be 
considered to occur whenever reception 
of a regularly used signal is impaired 
by the signal radiated by the LPFM 
station. 

(b) An LPFM station will be provided 
an opportunity to demonstrate in con-
nection with the processing of the com-
mercial or NCE FM application that in-
terference as described in paragraph (a) 
of this section is unlikely. If the LPFM 
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station fails to so demonstrate, it will 
be required to cease operations upon 
the commencement of program tests by 
the commercial or NCE FM station. 

(c) Complaints of actual interference 
by an LPFM station subject to para-
graphs (a) and (b) of this section must 
be served on the LPFM licensee and 
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion, attention Audio Services Divi-
sion. The LPFM station must suspend 
operations within twenty-four hours of 
the receipt of such complaint unless 
the interference has been resolved to 
the satisfaction of the complainant on 
the basis of suitable techniques. An 
LPFM station may only resume oper-
ations at the direction of the Federal 
Communications Commission. If the 
Commission determines that the com-
plainant has refused to permit the 
LPFM station to apply remedial tech-
niques that demonstrably will elimi-
nate the interference without impair-
ment of the original reception, the li-
censee of the LPFM station is absolved 
of further responsibility for the com-
plaint. 

(d) It shall be the responsibility of 
the licensee of an LPFM station to cor-
rect any condition of interference that 
results from the radiation of radio fre-
quency energy outside its assigned 
channel. Upon notice by the FCC to the 
station licensee or operator that such 
interference is caused by spurious 
emissions of the station, operation of 
the station shall be immediately sus-
pended and not resumed until the in-
terference has been eliminated. How-
ever, short test transmissions may be 
made during the period of suspended 
operation to check the efficacy of re-
medial measures. 

(e) In each instance where suspension 
of operation is required, the licensee 
shall submit a full report to the FCC in 
Washington, DC, after operation is re-
sumed, containing details of the nature 
of the interference, the source of the 
interfering signals, and the remedial 
steps taken to eliminate the inter-
ference. 

[65 FR 7640, Feb. 15, 2000, as amended at 65 
FR 67302, Nov. 9, 2000; 73 FR 3216, Jan. 17, 
2008; 78 FR 2104, Jan. 9, 2013] 

§ 73.810 Third adjacent channel inter-
ference. 

(a) LPFM Stations Licensed at Loca-
tions That Do Not Satisfy Third-Adjacent 
Channel Minimum Distance Separations. 
An LPFM station licensed at a location 
that does not satisfy the third-adjacent 
channel minimum distance separations 
set forth in § 73.807 is subject to the fol-
lowing provisions: 

(1) Such an LPFM station will not be 
permitted to continue to operate if it 
causes any actual third-adjacent chan-
nel interference to: 

(i) The transmission of any author-
ized broadcast station; or 

(ii) The reception of the input signal 
of any TV translator, TV booster, FM 
translator or FM booster station; or 

(iii) The direct reception by the pub-
lic of the off-the-air signals of any full- 
service station or previously author-
ized secondary station. Interference 
will be considered to occur whenever 
reception of a regularly used signal on 
a third-adjacent channel is impaired by 
the signals radiated by the LPFM sta-
tion, regardless of the quality of such 
reception, the strength of the signal so 
used, or the channel on which the pro-
tected signal is transmitted. 

(2) If third-adjacent channel inter-
ference cannot be properly eliminated 
by the application of suitable tech-
niques, operation of the offending 
LPFM station shall be suspended and 
shall not be resumed until the inter-
ference has been eliminated. Short test 
transmissions may be made during the 
period of suspended operation to check 
the efficacy of remedial measures. If a 
complainant refuses to permit the li-
censee of the offending LPFM station 
to apply remedial techniques which de-
monstrably will eliminate the third-ad-
jacent channel interference without 
impairment to the original reception, 
the licensee is absolved of further re-
sponsibility for that complaint. 

(3) Upon notice by the Commission to 
the licensee that such third-adjacent 
channel interference is being caused, 
the operation of the LPFM station 
shall be suspended within three min-
utes and shall not be resumed until the 
interference has been eliminated or it 
can be demonstrated that the inter-
ference is not due to spurious emis-
sions by the LPFM station; provided, 
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