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Channel Zone 
F(50,90) field 

strength 
(dBU) 

Distance from reference point 

2–6 ................................................ 2 and 3 ......................................... 28 128 km. (80 mi.) 
7–13 .............................................. 1 .................................................... 36 101 km. (63 mi.) 
7–13 .............................................. 2 and 3 ......................................... 36 123 km. (77 mi.) 
14–51 ............................................ 1, 2 and 3 ..................................... 41 103 km. (64 mi.) 

(1) DTV station zones are defined in 
§ 73.609. 

(2) DTS reference point. A station’s 
DTS reference point is established in 
the FCC Order that created or made 
final modifications to the Post-Transi-
tion DTV Table of Allotments, 
§ 73.622(i), and the corresponding facili-
ties for the station’s channel assign-
ment as set forth in that FCC Order. 

(d) Determining DTS coverage. The 
coverage for each DTS transmitter is 
determined based on the F(50,90) field 
strength given in the Table of Dis-
tances (in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion), calculated in accordance with 
§ 73.625(b). The combined coverage of a 
DTS station is the logical union of the 
coverage of all DTS transmitters. 

(e) DTS protection from interference. A 
DTS station must be protected from in-
terference in accordance with the cri-
teria specified in § 73.616. To determine 
compliance with the interference pro-
tection requirements of § 73.616, the 
population served by a DTS station 
shall be the population within the sta-
tion’s combined coverage contour, ex-
cluding the population in areas that 
are outside both the DTV station’s au-
thorized service area and the Table of 
Distances area (in paragraph (c) of this 
section). Only population that is pre-
dicted to receive service by the method 
described in § 73.622(e)(2) from at least 
one individual DTS transmitter will be 
considered. 

(f) Applications for DTS. An applica-
tion proposing use of a DTS will not be 
accepted for filing unless it meets all 
of the following conditions: 

(1) The combined coverage from all of 
the DTS transmitters covers all of the 
applicant’s authorized service area; 

(2) Each DTS transmitter’s coverage 
is contained within either the DTV sta-
tion’s Table of Distances area (pursu-
ant to paragraph (c) of this section) or 
its authorized service area, except 
where such extension of coverage be-
yond the station’s authorized service 

area is of a minimal amount and nec-
essary to meet the requirements of 
paragraph (f)(1) of this section; 

(3) Each DTS transmitter’s coverage 
is contiguous with at least one other 
DTS transmitter’s coverage; 

(4) The coverage from one or more 
DTS transmitter(s) is shown to provide 
principal community coverage as re-
quired in § 73.625(a); 

(5) The ‘‘combined field strength’’ of 
all the DTS transmitters in a network 
does not cause interference to another 
station in excess of the criteria speci-
fied in § 73.616, where the combined 
field strength level is determined by a 
‘‘root-sum-square’’ calculation, in 
which the combined field strength level 
at a given location is equal to the 
square root of the sum of the squared 
field strengths from each transmitter 
in the DTS network at that location. 

(6) Each DTS transmitter must be lo-
cated within either the DTV station’s 
Table of Distances area or its author-
ized service area. 

(g) All transmitters operating under 
a single DTS license must follow the 
same digital broadcast television 
transmission standard. 

[73 FR 74063, Dec. 5, 2008, as amended at 83 
FR 5022, Feb. 2, 2018] 

§ 73.641 Subscription TV definitions. 
(a) Subscription television. A system 

whereby subscription television pro-
grams are transmitted and received. 

(b) Subscription television program. A 
television boadcast program intended 
to be received in intelligible form for a 
fee or charge. 

[52 FR 6154, Mar. 2, 1987] 

§ 73.642 Subscription TV service. 
(a) Subscription TV service may be 

provided by: 
(1) Licensees and permittees of com-

mercial and noncommercial TV sta-
tions, and 
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