AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Federal Communications Commission

(1) Zone I consists of that portion of
the United States located within the
confines of the following lines drawn
on the U.S. Albers Equal Area Projec-
tion Map (based on standard parallels
297%° and 45%%°; North American datum):
Beginning at the most easterly point
on the State boundary line between
North Carolina and Virginia; thence in
a straight line to a point on the Vir-
ginia-West Virginia boundary line lo-
cated at north latitude 37°49" and west
longitude 80°12’30”; thence westerly
along the southern boundary lines of
the States of West Virginia, Ohio, Indi-
ana, and Illinois to a point at the junc-
tion of the Illinois, Kentucky, and Mis-
souri State boundary lines; thence
northerly along the western boundary
line of the State of Illinois to a point
at the junction of the Illinois, Iowa,
and Wisconsin State boundary lines;
thence easterly along the northern
State boundary line of Illinois to the
90th meridian; thence north along this
meridian to the 43.5° parallel; thence
east along this parallel to the United
States-Canada border; thence southerly
and following that border until it again
intersects the 43.5° parallel; thence east
along this parallel to the 71st meridian;
thence in a straight line to the inter-
section of the 69th meridian and the
45th parallel; thence east along the
45th parallel to the Atlantic Ocean.
When any of the above lines pass
through a city, the city shall be consid-
ered to be located in Zone I. (See Fig-
ure 1 of §73.699.)

(2) Zone II consists of that portion of
the United States which is not located
in either Zone I or Zone III, and Puerto
Rico, Alaska, Hawaiian Islands and the
Virgin Islands.

(3) Zone III consists of that portion of
the United States located south of a
line, drawn on the United States Albers
Equal Area Projection Map (based on
standard parallels 29.50 and 45.50 North
American datum), beginning at a point
on the east coast of Georgia and the
31st parallel and ending at the United
States-Mexican border, consisting of
arcs drawn with a 241.4 kilometer (150
mile) radius to the north from the fol-
lowing specified points:
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North latitude W;ffm'f;”'

29°40°00” | 83°24°00”
30°07°00” | 84°12'00”
30°31°00” | 86°30°00”
30°48°00” | 87°58'30”
30°00000” | 90°38'30”
30°04'30” | 93°19'00”
29°46'00” | 95°05'00”
28°4300” | 96°39'30”
27°52'30” | 97°32°00”

When any of the above arcs pass
through a city, the city shall be consid-
ered to be located in Zone II. (See Fig-
ure 2 of §73.699.)

[28 FR 13660, Dec. 14, 1963, as amended at 33
FR 15422, Oct. 17, 1968; 50 FR 23697, June 5,
1985; 51 FR 44070, Dec. 8, 1986]

§73.612 Protection from interference.

(a) Permittees and licensees of TV
broadcast stations are not protected
from any interference which may be
caused by the grant of a new station or
of authority to modify the facilities of
an existing station in accordance with
the provisions of this subpart. The na-
ture and extent of the protection from
interference accorded to TV broadcast
stations is limited solely to the protec-
tion which results from the minimum
allotment and station separation re-
quirements and the rules and regula-
tions with respect to maximum powers
and antenna heights set forth in this
subpart.

(b) When the Commission determines
that grant of an application would
serve the public interest, convenience,
and necessity and the instrument of
authorization specifies an antenna lo-
cation in a designated antenna farm
area which results in distance separa-
tion less than those specified in this
subpart, TV broadcast station permit-
tees and licensees shall be afforded pro-
tection from interference equivalent to
the protection afforded under the min-
imum distance separations specified in
this subpart.

NOTE: The nature and extent of the protec-
tion from interference accorded to TV broad-
cast stations which were authorized prior to
April 14, 1952, and which were operating on
said date is limited not only as specified
above but is further limited by any smaller
separations existing between such stations
on said date. Where, as a result of the adop-
tion of the Table of Allotments or of changes
in transmitter sites made by such stations
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after said date, separations smaller than the
required minimum are increased but still re-
main lower than the required minimum, pro-
tection accorded such stations will be lim-
ited to the new separations.

[28 FR 13660, Dec. 14, 1963, as amended at 32
FR 8814, June 21, 1967; 50 FR 23698, June 5,
1985; 51 FR 44070, Dec. 8, 1986]

§73.613 Protection of Class A TV sta-
tions.

(a) An application for a new TV
broadcast station or for changes in the
operating facilities of an existing TV
broadcast station will not be accepted
for filing if it fails to comply with the
requirements specified in this section.

NOTE TO §73.613(a): Licensees and permit-
tees of TV broadcast stations that were au-
thorized on November 29, 1999 (and appli-
cants for new TV stations that had been cut-
off without competing applications or that
were the winning bidder in a TV broadcast
station auction as of that date, or that were
the proposed remaining applicant in a group
of mutually exclusive applications for which
a settlement agreement was on file as of that
date) may continue to operate with facilities
that do not protect Class A TV stations. Ap-
plications filed on or before November 29,
1999 for a change in the operating facilities
of such stations also are not required to pro-
tect Class A TV stations under the provi-
sions of this section.

(b) Due to the frequency spacing
which exists between TV channels 4
and 5, between channels 6 and 7, and be-
tween channels 13 and 14, first-adjacent
channel protection standards shall not
be applicable to these pairs of chan-
nels. Some interference protection re-
quirements of this section only apply
to stations transmitting on the UHF
TV channels 14 through 51 (See
§73.603(a) of this part).

(c) A UHF TV broadcast station ap-
plication will not be accepted if it
specifies a site less than 100 kilometers
from the transmitter site of a UHF
Class A TV station operating on a
channel which is the seventh channel
above the requested channel. Compli-
ance with this requirement shall be de-
termined based on a distance computa-
tion rounded to the nearest kilometer.

(d) A UHF TV broadcast station ap-
plication will not be accepted if it
specifies a site less than 32 kilometers
from the transmitter site of a UHF
Class A TV station that is authorized
an effective radiated power of more
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than 50 kilowatts and operating on a
channel which is the second, third, or
fourth channel above or below the re-
quested channel. Compliance with this
requirement shall be determined based
on a distance computation rounded to
the nearest kilometer.

(e) In cases where a TV broadcast
station has been authorized facilities
that do not meet the distance separa-
tion requirements of this section, an
application to modify such a station’s
facilities will not be accepted if it de-
creases that separation.

(f) New interference must not be
caused to Class A TV stations author-
ized pursuant to Subpart J of this part,
within the protected contour defined in
§73.6010 of this part. For this pre-
diction, the TV broadcast station field
strength is calculated from the pro-
posed effective radiated power and the
antenna height above average terrain
in pertinent directions using the meth-
ods in §73.684 of this part.

(1) For co-channel protection, the
field strength is calculated using the
appropriate F(50,10) chart from Figure
9a, 10a, or 10c of §73.699 of this part.

(2) For TV broadcast stations that do
not specify the same channel as the
Class A TV station to be protected, the
field strength is calculated using the
appropriate F(50,50) chart from Figure
9, 10, or 10b of §73.699 of this part.

(g) A TV broadcast station applica-
tion will not be accepted if the ratio in
dB of its field strength to that of the
Class A TV station at the Class A TV
station’s protected contour fails to
meet the following:

(1) —45 dB for co-channel operations
where the Class A TV station does not
specify an offset carrier frequency or
where the TV broadcast and Class A TV
stations do not specify different offset
carrier frequencies (zero, plus or
minus) or —28 dB for offset carrier fre-
quency operation where the TV broad-
cast and Class A TV stations specify
different offset carrier frequencies.

(2) 6 dB when the protected Class A
TV station operates on a VHF channel
that is one channel above the requested
channel.

(3) 12 dB when the protected Class A
TV station operates on a VHF channel
that is one channel below the requested
channel.
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