
388 

47 CFR Ch. I (10–1–20 Edition) § 73.3701 

the existing CSA, the agreement may 
be amended, subject to Commission ap-
proval. 

(7) Preservation of carriage rights. A 
channel sharee station that possessed 
carriage rights under section 338, 614, 
or 615 of the Communications Act of 
1934 (47 U.S.C. 338; 534; 535) on Novem-
ber 30, 2010, shall have, at its shared lo-
cation, the carriage rights under such 
section that would apply to such sta-
tion at the shared location if it were 
not sharing a channel. 

(i) A broadcast television station li-
censed in the 600 MHz band, as that 
band is defined in section 27.5(l)— 

(1) Shall not be permitted to modify 
its facilities, except as provided in 
paragraph (b)(1)(ii) of this section, if 
such modification will expand its noise 
limited service contour (in the case of 
a full power station) or protected con-
tour (in the case of a Class A station) 
in such a way as to: 

(i) Increase the potential of harmful 
interference to a wireless licensee 
which is co-channel or adjacent chan-
nel to the broadcast television station; 
or 

(ii) Require such a wireless licensee 
to restrict its operations in order to 
avoid causing harmful interference to 
the broadcast television station’s ex-
panded noise limited service or pro-
tected contour; 

(2) Shall be permitted to modify its 
facilities, even when prohibited by 
paragraph (i)(1) of this section, if all 
the wireless licensees in paragraph 
(i)(1) who either will experience an in-
crease in the potential for harmful in-
terference or must restrict their oper-
ations in order to avoid causing inter-
ference agree to permit the modifica-
tion and the modification otherwise 
meets all the requirements in this part; 

(3) For purposes of this section, the 
following definitions apply: 

(i) Co-channel operations in the 600 
MHz band are defined as operations of 
broadcast television stations and wire-
less services where their assigned chan-
nels or frequencies spectrally overlap. 

(ii) Adjacent channel operations are 
defined as operations of broadcast tele-
vision stations and wireless services 
where their assigned channels or fre-

quencies spectrally abut each other or 
are separated by up to 5 MHz. 

[79 FR 48539, Aug. 15, 2014, as amended at 79 
FR 76914, Dec. 23, 2014; 80 FR 46846, Aug. 6, 
2015; 80 FR 67342, 67346, Nov. 2, 2015; 80 FR 
71743, Nov. 17, 2015; 81 FR 4975, Jan. 29, 2016] 

§ 73.3701 Reimbursement under the 
Reimbursement Expansion Act. 

(a) Definitions—(1) Eligibility Certifi-
cation/Reimbursement Form. For pur-
poses of this section, the term Eligi-
bility Certification/Reimbursement Form 
means the form(s) developed by the 
Media Bureau for processing reim-
bursement requests under the Reim-
bursement Expansion Act. 

(2) FM station. For purposes of this 
section, the term FM station means an 
‘‘FM broadcast station’’ as defined in 
§ 73.310. 

(3) Incentive Auction. For purposes of 
this section, the term Incentive Auction 
means the broadcast television spec-
trum incentive auction and repacking 
process conducted under section 6403 of 
the Spectrum Act specifying the new 
channel assignments and technical pa-
rameters of any broadcast television 
stations that are reassigned to new 
channels. 

(4) Licensed. For purposes of this sec-
tion, the term licensed means a station 
that was licensed or that had an appli-
cation for a license to cover on file 
with the Commission on April 13, 2017. 

(5) Low power television station. For 
purposes of this section, the term low 
power television station means a low 
power television station as defined in 
47 CFR 74.701. 

(6) Predetermined cost estimate. For 
purposes of this section, predetermined 
cost estimate means the estimated cost 
of an eligible expense as generally de-
termined by the Media Bureau in a 
catalog of expenses eligible for reim-
bursement. 

(7) Reimbursement Expansion Act or 
REA. For purposes of this section, the 
term Reimbursement Expansion Act or 
REA means Division E, Financial Serv-
ices & General Appropriation Act, 2018, 
Title V Independent Agencies, Public 
Law 115–141, Section 511 (codified at 47 
U.S.C. 1452(j)–(n)) adopted as part of 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
2018, Public Law 115–141 (2018). 
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(8) Reimbursement period. For purposes 
of this section, reimbursement period 
means the period ending July 3, 2023, 
pursuant to section 511(j)(3)(B) of the 
REA. 

(9) Replacement translator station. For 
purposes of this section, the term re-
placement translator station means ana-
log to digital replacement translator 
stations authorized pursuant to 47 CFR 
74.787(a)(5). 

(10) Spectrum Act. For purposes of this 
section, the term Spectrum Act means 
Title VI of the Middle Class Tax Relief 
and Job Creation Act of 2012 (Pub. L. 
112–96). 

(11) Special Displacement Window. For 
purposes of this section, the term Spe-
cial Displacement Window means the 
displacement application filing window 
conducted April 10, 2018 to June 1, 2018 
for low power television, TV trans-
lator, and analog-to-digital replace-
ment translator stations that were dis-
placed by the incentive auction and re-
packing process. 

(12) Transmitting. For purposes of this 
section, the term transmitting means a 
low power television station, TV trans-
lator station, or replacement trans-
lator station operating not less than 2 
hours in each day of the week and not 
less than a total of 28 hours per cal-
endar week for 9 of the 12 months prior 
to April 13, 2017. 

(13) Reimbursement Fund. For pur-
poses of this section, the Reimbursement 
Fund means the additional funding es-
tablished by the REA. 

(14) TV translator station. For pur-
poses of this section, the term TV 
translator station means a ‘‘television 
broadcast translator station’’ as de-
fined in 47 CFR 74.701. 

(b) Eligibility for reimbursement. Only 
the following entities are eligible for 
reimbursement of relocation costs rea-
sonably incurred: 

(1) Low power television stations. Low 
power television stations that filed an 
application for construction permit 
during the Special Displacement Win-
dow and such application was subse-
quently granted. Station must have 
been licensed and transmitting for not 
less than 2 hours in each day of the 
week and not less than a total of 28 
hours per calendar week for 9 of the 12 
months prior to April 13, 2017. 

(2) TV translator stations. TV trans-
lator stations that filed an application 
for construction permit during the Spe-
cial Displacement Window and such ap-
plication was subsequently granted. 
Station must have been licensed and 
transmitting for not less than 2 hours 
in each day of the week and not less 
than a total of 28 hours per calendar 
week for 9 of the 12 months prior to 
April 13, 2017. 

(3) Replacement translator stations. Re-
placement translator stations that 
filed an application for construction 
permit during the Special Displace-
ment Window and such application was 
subsequently granted. Station must 
have been licensed and transmitting 
for not less than 2 hours in each day of 
the week and not less than a total of 28 
hours per calendar week for 9 of the 12 
months prior to April 13, 2017. 

(4) FM station. FM stations licensed 
and transmitting as of April 13, 2017, 
that experienced, at the site at which 
they were licensed and transmitting on 
that date, a disruption of service as a 
result of the reorganization of broad-
cast television spectrum under 47 
U.S.C. 1452(b). 

(c) Reimbursement process—(1) Esti-
mated costs. (i) All entities that are eli-
gible to receive reimbursement will be 
required to file an estimated cost form 
providing an estimate of their reason-
ably incurred costs and provide sup-
porting documentation. 

(ii) Each eligible entity that submits 
an estimated cost form will be required 
to certify on its Eligibility Certifi-
cation/Reimbursement Form inter alia, 
that: 

(A) It is eligible for reimbursement; 
(B) It believes in good faith that it 

will reasonably incur all of the esti-
mated costs that it claims are eligible 
for reimbursement on the estimated 
cost form; 

(C) It will use all money received 
from the Reimbursement Fund only for 
expenses it believes in good faith are 
eligible for reimbursement; 

(D) It will comply with all policies 
and procedures relating to allocations, 
draw downs, payments, obligations, 
and expenditures of money from the 
Reimbursement Fund; 
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(E) It will maintain detailed records, 
including receipts, of all costs eligible 
for reimbursement actually incurred; 

(F) It will file all required docu-
mentation of its relocation expenses as 
instructed by the Media Bureau; 

(G) It has not received nor does it ex-
pect to receive reimbursement from 
other sources for costs for which they 
are requesting reimbursement from the 
REA; and 

(H) Low power television stations, 
TV translator stations, and replace-
ment translator stations must certify 
compliance with the minimum oper-
ating requirement set forth in para-
graph (b)(1), (2), or (3) of this section. 

(I) FM stations must certify that 
they were licensed and transmitting at 
the facility implicated by the Incentive 
Auction on April 13, 2017. 

(iii) If an eligible entity seeks reim-
bursement for new equipment, it must 
provide a justification as to why it is 
reasonable under the circumstances to 
purchase new equipment rather than 
modify its corresponding current 
equipment. 

(iv) Eligible entities that submit 
their own cost estimates, as opposed to 
the predetermined cost estimates pro-
vided in the estimated cost form, must 
submit supporting evidence and certify 
that the estimate is made in good 
faith. 

(2) Final Allocation Deadline. (i) Upon 
completing construction or other reim-
bursable changes, or by a specific dead-
line prior to the end of the Reimburse-
ment Period to be established by the 
Media Bureau, whichever is earlier, all 
eligible entities that received an initial 
allocation from the Reimbursement 
Fund must provide the Commission 
with information and documentation, 
including invoices and receipts, regard-
ing their actual expenses incurred as of 
a date to be determined by the Media 
Bureau (the ‘‘Final Allocation Dead-
line’’). 

(ii) If an eligible entity has not yet 
completed construction or other reim-
bursable changes by the Final Alloca-
tion Deadline, it must provide the 
Commission with information and doc-
umentation regarding any remaining 
eligible expenses that it expects to rea-
sonably incur. 

(3) Final accounting. After completing 
all construction or reimbursable 
changes, eligible entities that have re-
ceived money from the Reimbursement 
Fund will be required to submit final 
expense documentation containing a 
list of estimated expenses and actual 
expenses as of a date to be determined 
by the Media Bureau. Entities that 
have finished construction and have 
submitted all actual expense docu-
mentation by the Final Allocation 
Deadline will not be required to file at 
the final accounting stage. 

(4) Documentation requirements. (i) 
Each eligible entity that receives pay-
ment from the Reimbursement Fund is 
required to retain all relevant docu-
ments pertaining to construction or 
other reimbursable changes for a pe-
riod ending not less than 10 years after 
the date on which it receives final pay-
ment from the Reimbursement Fund. 

(ii) Each eligible entity that receives 
payment from the Reimbursement 
Fund must make available all relevant 
documentation upon request from the 
Commission or its contractor. 

[84 FR 11252, Mar. 26, 2019] 

§ 73.3800 Full power television channel 
sharing outside the incentive auc-
tion. 

(a) Eligibility. Subject to the provi-
sions of this section, a full power tele-
vision station with an auction-related 
Channel Sharing Agreement (CSA) may 
voluntarily seek Commission approval 
to relinquish its channel to share a sin-
gle six megahertz channel with a full 
power, Class A, low power, or TV trans-
lator television station. An auction-re-
lated CSA is a CSA filed with and ap-
proved by the Commission pursuant to 
§ 73.3700(b)(1)(vii). 

(b) Licensing of channel sharing sta-
tions. (1) Each station sharing a single 
channel pursuant to this section shall 
continue to be licensed and operated 
separately, have its own call sign, and 
be separately subject to all applicable 
Commission obligations, rules, and 
policies. 

(2) A full power television channel 
sharing station relinquishing its chan-
nel must file an application for a con-
struction permit (FCC Form 2100), in-
clude a copy of the CSA as an exhibit, 
and cross reference the other sharing 
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