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Federal Communications Commission § 73.1820 

§ 73.1820. This log shall be kept by sta-
tion employees competent to do so, 
having actual knowledge of the facts 
required. All entries, whether required 
or not by the provisions of this part, 
must accurately reflect the station op-
eration. Any employee making a log 
entry shall sign the log, thereby attest-
ing to the fact that the entry, or any 
correction or addition made thereto, is 
an accurate representation of what 
transpired. 

(b) The logs shall be kept in an or-
derly and legible manner, in suitable 
form and in such detail that the data 
required for the particular class of sta-
tion concerned are readily available. 
Key letters or abbreviations may be 
used if the proper meaning or expla-
nation is contained elsewhere in the 
log. Each sheet must be numbered and 
dated. Time entries must be made in 
local time and must be indicated as ad-
vanced (e.g., EDT) or non-advanced 
(e.g., EST) time. 

(c) Any necessary corrections of a 
manually kept log after it has been 
signed in accordance with paragraph 
(a) of this section shall be made only 
by striking out the erroneous portion 
and making a corrective explanation 
on the log or attachment to it. Such 
corrections shall be dated and signed 
by the person who kept the log or the 
station chief operator, the station 
manager or an officer of the licensee. 

(d) No automatically kept log shall 
be altered in any way after entries 
have been recorded. When automatic 
logging processes fail or malfunction, 
the log must be kept manually for that 
period and in accordance with the re-
quirements of this section. 

(e) No log, or portion thereof, shall be 
erased, obliterated or willfully de-
stroyed during the period in which it is 
required to be retained. (Section 
73.1840, Retention of logs.) 

(f) Application forms for licenses and 
other authorizations may require that 
certain technical operating data be 
supplied. These application forms 
should be kept in mind in connection 
with the maintenance of the station 
log. 

[43 FR 45850, Oct. 4, 1978, as amended at 48 FR 
38481, Aug. 24, 1983; 48 FR 44806, Sept. 30, 1983; 
49 FR 14509, Apr. 12, 1984; 49 FR 33663, Aug. 24, 
1984; 50 FR 40016, Oct. 1, 1985] 

§ 73.1820 Station log. 

(a) Entries must be made in the sta-
tion log either manually by a person 
designated by the licensee who is in ac-
tual charge of the transmitting appa-
ratus, or by automatic devices meeting 
the requirements of paragraph (b) of 
this section. Indications of operating 
parameters that are required to be 
logged must be logged prior to any ad-
justment of the equipment. Where ad-
justments are made to restore param-
eters to their proper operating values, 
the corrected indications must be 
logged and accompanied, if any param-
eter deviation was beyond a prescribed 
tolerance, by a notation describing the 
nature of the corrective action. Indica-
tions of all parameters whose values 
are affected by the modulation of the 
carrier must be read without modula-
tion. The actual time of observation 
must be included in each log entry. The 
following information must be entered: 

(1) All stations. (i) Entries required by 
§ 17.49 of this chapter concerning any 
observed or otherwise known extin-
guishment or improper functioning of a 
tower light: 

(A) The nature of such extinguish-
ment or improper functioning. 

(B) The date and time the extinguish-
ment or improper operation was ob-
served or otherwise noted. 

(C) The date, time and nature of ad-
justments, repairs or replacements 
made. 

(ii) Any entries not specifically re-
quired in this section, but required by 
the instrument of authorization or 
elsewhere in this part. 

(iii) An entry of each test and activa-
tion of the Emergency Alert System 
(EAS) pursuant to the requirement of 
part 11 of this chapter and the EAS Op-
erating Handbook. Stations may keep 
EAS data in a special EAS log which 
shall be maintained at a convenient lo-
cation; however, this log is considered 
a part of the station log. 

(2) Directional AM stations without an 
FCC-approved antenna sampling system 
(See § 73.68). (i) An entry at the begin-
ning of operations in each mode of op-
eration, and thereafter at intervals not 
exceeding 3 hours, of the following (ac-
tual readings observed prior to making 
any adjustments to the equipment and 
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an indication of any corrections to re-
store parameters to normal operating 
values): 

(A) Common point current. 
(B) When the operating power is de-

termined by the indirect method, the 
efficiency factor F and either the prod-
uct of the final amplifier input voltage 
and current or the calculated antenna 
input power. See § 73.51(e). 

(C) Antenna monitor phase or phase 
deviation indications. 

(D) Antenna monitor sample cur-
rents, current ratios, or ratio deviation 
indications. 

(ii) Entries required by § 73.61 per-
formed in accordance with the schedule 
specified therein. 

(iii) Entries of the results of calibra-
tion of automatic logging devices (see 
paragraph (b) of this section) or indi-
cating instruments (see § 73.67), when-
ever performed. 

(b) Automatic devices accurately 
calibrated and with appropriate time, 
date and circuit functions may be uti-
lized to record entries in the station 
log Provided: 

(1) The recording devices do not af-
fect the operation of circuits or accu-
racy of indicating instruments of the 
equipment being recorded; 

(2) The recording devices have an ac-
curacy equivalent to the accuracy of 
the indicating instruments; 

(3) The calibration is checked against 
the original indicators as often as nec-
essary to ensure recording accuracy; 

(4) In the event of failure or malfunc-
tioning of the automatic equipment, 
the person designated by the licensee 
as being responsible for the log small 
make the required entries in the log 
manually at that time; 

(5) The indicating equipment con-
forms to the requirements of § 73.1215 
(Indicating instruments—specifica-
tions) except that the scales need not 
exceed 5 cm (2 inches) in length. Arbi-
trary scales may not be used. 

(c) In preparing the station log, origi-
nal data may be recorded in rough form 
and later transcribed into the log. 

[43 FR 45854, Oct. 4, 1978, as amended at 44 FR 
58735, Oct. 11, 1979; 47 FR 24580, June 7, 1982; 
48 FR 38481, Aug. 24, 1983; 48 FR 44806, Sept. 
30, 1983; 49 FR 33603, Aug. 23, 1984; 58 FR 44951, 
Aug. 25, 1993; 59 FR 67102, Dec. 28, 1994; 60 FR 
55482, Nov. 1, 1995] 

§ 73.1835 Special technical records. 

The FCC may require a broadcast 
station licensee to keep operating and 
maintenance records as necessary to 
resolve conditions of actual or poten-
tial interference, rule violations, or de-
ficient technical operation. 

[48 FR 38482, Aug. 24, 1983] 

§ 73.1840 Retention of logs. 

(a) Any log required to be kept by 
station licensees shall be retained by 
them for a period of 2 years. However, 
logs involving communications inci-
dent to a disaster or which include 
communications incident to or in-
volved in an investigation by the FCC 
and about which the licensee has been 
notified, shall be retained by the li-
censee until specifically authorized in 
writing by the FCC to destroy them. 
Logs incident to or involved in any 
claim or complaint of which the li-
censee has notice shall be retained by 
the licensee until such claim or com-
plaint has been fully satisfied or until 
the same has been barred by statute 
limiting the time for filing of suits 
upon such claims. 

(b) Logs may be retained on micro-
film, microfiche or other data-storage 
systems subject to the following condi-
tions: 

(1) Suitable viewing—reading devices 
shall be available to permit FCC in-
spection of logs pursuant to § 73.1226, 
availability to FCC of station logs and 
records. 

(2) Reproduction of logs, stored on 
data-storage systems, to full-size cop-
ies, is required of licensees if requested 
by the FCC or the public as authorized 
by FCC rules. Such reproductions must 
be completed within 2 full work days of 
the time of the request. 

(3) Corrections to logs shall be made: 
(i) Prior to converting to a data-stor-

age system pursuant to the require-
ments of § 73.1800 (c) and (d), (§ 73.1800, 
General requirements relating to logs). 

(ii) After converting to a data-stor-
age system, by separately making such 
corrections and then associating with 
the related data-stored logs. Such cor-
rections shall contain sufficient infor-
mation to allow those reviewing the 
logs to identify where corrections have 
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