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and/or facilities itemized on the in-
voice form; and 

(D) The required 35 percent minimum 
contribution for each item on the in-
voice form was funded by eligible 
sources as defined in the Commission’s 
rules and that the required contribu-
tion was remitted to the service pro-
vider. 

(ii) The service provider must certify 
that: 

(A) It has been authorized to submit 
this request on behalf of the service 
provider; 

(B) It has applied the amount sub-
mitted, approved, and paid by the Ad-
ministrator to the billing account of 
the health care provider(s) and Fund-
ing Request Number (FRN)/FRN ID 
listed on the invoice; 

(C) It has examined the invoice form 
and attachments and that, to the best 
of its knowledge, information, and be-
lief, the date, quantities, and costs pro-
vided in the invoice form and attach-
ments are true and correct; 

(D) It has abided by all program re-
quirements, including all applicable 
Commission rules and orders; 

(E) It has charged the health care 
provider for only eligible services prior 
to submitting the invoice form and ac-
companying documentation; 

(F) It has not offered or provided a 
gift or any other thing of value to the 
applicant (or to the applicant’s per-
sonnel, including its consultant) for 
which it will provide services; 

(G) The consultants or third parties 
it has hired do not have an ownership 
interest, sales commission arrange-
ment, or other financial stake in the 
service provider chosen to provide the 
requested services, and that they have 
otherwise complied with Rural Health 
Care Program rules, including the 
Commission’s rules requiring fair and 
open competitive bidding; and 

(H) As a condition of receiving sup-
port, it will provide to the health care 
providers, on a timely basis, all docu-
ments regarding supported equipment, 
facilities, or services that are nec-
essary for the health care provider to 
submit required forms or respond to 
Commission or Administrator inquir-
ies. 

§ 54.628 Duplicate support. 

(a) Eligible health care providers 
that seek support under the Healthcare 
Connect Fund Program for tele-
communications services may not also 
request support from the Tele-
communications Program for the same 
services. 

(b) Eligible health care providers 
that seek support under the Tele-
communications Program or the 
Healthcare Connect Fund Program 
may not also request support from any 
other universal service program for the 
same expenses. 

§ 54.629 Prohibition on resale. 

(a) Prohibition on resale. Services pur-
chased pursuant to universal support 
mechanisms under this subpart shall 
not be sold, resold, or transferred in 
consideration for money or any other 
thing of value. 

(b) Permissible fees. The prohibition on 
resale set forth in paragraph (a) in this 
section shall not prohibit a health care 
provider from charging normal fees for 
health care services, including instruc-
tion related to services purchased with 
support provided under this subpart. 

§ 54.630 Election to offset support 
against annual universal service 
fund contribution. 

(a) A service provider that contrib-
utes to the universal service support 
mechanisms under this subpart and 
subpart H of this part to eligible health 
care providers may, at the election of 
the contributor: 

(1) Treat the amount eligible for sup-
port under this subpart as an offset 
against the contributor’s universal 
service support obligation for the year 
in which the costs for providing eligi-
ble services were incurred; or 

(2) Receive direct reimbursement 
from the Administrator for that 
amount. 

(b) Service providers that are con-
tributors shall elect in January of each 
year the method by which they will be 
reimbursed and shall remain subject to 
that method for the duration of the 
calendar year. Any support amount 
that is owed a service provider that 
fails to remit its monthly universal 
service contribution obligation shall 
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