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credit draw certificate, shall be suffi-
cient for a draw on the standby letter
of credit for the entire amount of the
standby letter of credit.

[81 FR 44449, July 7, 2016, as amended at 83
FR 15994, Apr. 13, 2018; 83 FR 18454, Apr. 27,
2018]

§54.316 Broadband deployment re-
porting and certification require-
ments for high-cost recipients.

(a) Broadband deployment reporting.
Rate-of Return ETCs, ETCs that elect
to receive Connect America Phase II
model-based support, and ETCs award-
ed support to serve fixed locations
through a competitive bidding process
shall have the following broadband re-
porting obligations:

(1) Recipients of high-cost support
with defined broadband deployment ob-
ligations pursuant to §54.308(a),
54.308(c), or §54.310(c) shall provide to
the Administrator on a recurring basis
information regarding the locations to
which the eligible telecommunications
carrier is offering broadband service in
satisfaction of its public interest obli-
gations, as defined in either §54.308 or
§54.309.

(2) Recipients subject to the require-
ments of §54.308(a)(1) shall report the
number of locations for each state and
locational information, including
geocodes, separately indicating wheth-
er they are offering service providing
speeds of at least 4 Mbps downstream/1
Mbps upstream, 10 Mbps downstream/1
Mbps upstream, and 25 Mbps down-
stream/3 Mbps upstream.

(3) Recipients subject to the require-
ments of §54.308(a)(2) shall report the
number of newly served locations for
each study area and locational infor-
mation, including geocodes, separately
indicating whether they are offering
service providing speeds of at least 4
Mbps downstream/1 Mbps upstream, 10
Mbps downstream/l Mbps upstream,
and 256 Mbps downstream/3 Mbps up-
stream.

(4) Recipients subject to the require-
ments of §54.310(c) shall report the
number of locations for each state and
locational information, including
geocodes, where they are offering serv-
ice at the requisite speeds. Recipients
of Connect America Phase II auction
support shall also report the tech-
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nology they use to serve those loca-
tions.

(5) Recipients subject to the require-
ments of §54.308(c) shall report the
number of newly deployed and up-
graded locations and locational infor-
mation, including geocodes, where they
are offering service providing speeds
they committed to in their adopted
performance plans pursuant to
§54.306(b).

(6) Recipients subject to the require-
ments of §54.308(c) or §54.317(e) shall
submit fiber network maps or micro-
wave network maps covering eligible
areas. At the end of any calendar year
for which middle-mile facilities were
deployed, these recipients shall also
submit updated maps showing middle-
mile facilities that are or will be used
to support their services in eligible
areas.

(b) Broadband deployment certifi-
cations. Rate-of Return ETCs, ETCs
that elect to receive Connect America
Phase II model-based support, and
ETCs awarded support through a com-
petitive bidding process shall have the
following broadband deployment cer-
tification obligations:

(1) Price cap carriers that elect to re-
ceive Connect America Phase II model-
based support shall provide: No later
than March 1, 2017, and every year
thereafter ending on no later than
March 1, 2021, a certification that by
the end of the prior calendar year, it
was offering broadband meeting the
requisite public interest obligations
specified in §54.309 to the required per-
centage of its supported locations in
each state as set forth in §54.310(c).

(2) Rate-of-return carriers electing
CAF-ACAM support pursuant to §54.311
shall provide:

(i) No later than March 1, 2021, and
every year thereafter ending on no
later than March 1, 2029, a certification
that by the end of the prior calendar
year, it was offering broadband meet-
ing the requisite public interest obliga-
tions specified in §54.308 to the re-
quired percentage of its fully funded lo-
cations in the state, pursuant to the in-
terim deployment milestones set forth
in §54.311(d).

(ii) No later than March 1, 2027, a cer-
tification that as of December 31, 2026,
it was offering broadband meeting the
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requisite public interest obligations
specified in §54.308(a)(1) to all of its
fully funded locations in the state and
to the required percentage of its capped
locations in the state.

(3) Rate-of-return carriers receiving
support pursuant to subparts K and M
of this part shall provide:

(i) No later than March 1, 2024, a cer-
tification that it fulfilled the deploy-
ment obligation meeting the requisite
public interest obligations as specified
in §54.308(a)(2) to the required number
of locations as of December 31, 2023.

(ii) Every subsequent five-year period
thereafter, a certification that it ful-
filled the deployment obligation meet-
ing the requisite public interest obliga-
tions as specified in §54.308(a)(2)(iv).

(4) Recipients of Connect America
Phase II auction support shall provide:
By the last business day of the second
calendar month following each service
milestone in §54.310(c), a certification
that by the end of the prior support
year, it was offering broadband meet-
ing the requisite public interest obliga-
tions specific in §54.309 to the required
percentage of its supported locations in
each state as set forth in §54.310(c).

(5) Recipients of Remote Areas Fund
support shall provide: By the last busi-
ness day of the second calendar month
following each service milestone speci-
fied by the Commission, a certification
that by the end of the prior support
year, it was offering broadband meet-
ing the requisite public interest obliga-
tions to the required percentage of its
supported locations in each state.

(6) A rate-of-return carrier author-
ized to receive Alaska Plan support
pursuant to §54.306 shall provide:

(i) No later than March 1, 2022 a cer-
tification that it fulfilled the deploy-
ment obligations and is offering service
meeting the requisite public interest
obligations as specified in §54.308(c) to
the required number of locations as of
December 31, 2021.

(ii) No later than March 1, 2027 a cer-
tification that it fulfilled the deploy-
ment obligations and is offering service
meeting the requisite public interest
obligations as specified in §54.308(c) to
the required number of locations as of
December 31, 2026.

(c) Filing deadlines. In order for a re-
cipient of high-cost support to con-
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tinue to receive support for the fol-
lowing calendar year, or retain its eli-
gible telecommunications carrier des-
ignations, it must submit the annual
reporting information as set forth
below.

(1) Price cap carriers that accepted
Phase II model-based support and rate
of-return carriers must submit the an-
nual reporting information required by
March 1 as described in paragraphs (a)
and (b) of this section. Eligible tele-
communications carriers that file their
reports after the March 1 deadline shall
receive a reduction in support pursuant
to the following schedule:

(i) An eligible telecommunications
carrier that files after the March 1
deadline, but by March 8, will have its
support reduced in an amount equiva-
lent to seven days in support;

(ii) An eligible telecommunications
carrier that files on or after March 9
will have its support reduced on a pro-
rata daily basis equivalent to the pe-
riod of non-compliance, plus the min-
imum seven-day reduction;

(iii) Grace period. An eligible tele-
communications carrier that submits
the annual reporting information re-
quired by this section after March 1
but before March 5 will not receive a
reduction in support if the eligible
telecommunications carrier and its
holding company, operating compa-
nies, and affiliates as reported pursu-
ant to §54.313(a)(8) in their report due
July 1 of the prior year have not
missed the March 1 deadline in any
prior year.

(2) Recipients of support to serve
fixed locations awarded through a com-
petitive bidding process must submit
the annual reporting information re-
quired by the last business day of the
second calendar month following the
relevant support years as described in
paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section.
Eligible telecommunications carriers
that file their reports after the dead-
line shall receive a reduction in sup-
port pursuant to the following sched-
ule:

(i) An eligible telecommunications
carrier that files after the deadline, but
within seven days of the deadline, will
have its support reduced in an amount
equivalent to seven days in support;
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(ii) An eligible telecommunications
carrier that filed on or after the eighth
day following the deadline will have its
support reduced on a pro-rata daily
basis equivalent to the period of non-
compliance, plus the minimum seven-
day reduction;

(iii) Grace period. An eligible tele-
communications carrier that submits
the annual reporting information re-
quired by this section within three
days of the deadline will not receive a
reduction in support if the eligible
telecommunications carrier and its
holding company, operating compa-
nies, and affiliates as reported pursu-
ant to §54.313(a)(8) in their report due
July 1 of the prior year have not
missed the deadline in any prior year.

[81 FR 24341, Apr. 25, 2016, as amended at 81
FR 44451, July 7, 2016; 81 FR 69713, Oct. 7,
2016; 82 FR 14340, Mar. 20, 2017; 84 FR 4732,
Feb. 19, 2019; 85 FR 13798, Mar. 10, 2020]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTES: At 84 FR 59964,
Nov. 7, 2019, §54.316 was amended by adding
paragraphs (a)(7) and (b)(7). These para-
graphs have a delayed effective date. For the
convenience of the user, the added text is set
forth as follows:

§54.316 Broadband deployment reporting
and certification requirements for high-
cost recipients.

(@) * * *

(7) Recipients subject to the requirements
of §54.1506 shall report the number of loca-
tions for Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands and locational information, including
geocodes, where they are offering service at
the requisite speeds. Recipients shall also re-
port the technologies they use to serve those
locations.

(b) * * *

(7) Recipients of Uniendo a Puerto Rico
Fund Stage 2 fixed and Connect USVI Fund
fixed Stage 2 fixed support shall provide: On
an annual basis by the last business day of
the second calendar month following each
service milestone in §54.1506, a certification
that by the end of the prior support year, it
was offering broadband meeting the requisite
public interest obligations specified in
§54.1507 to the required percentage of its sup-
ported locations in Puerto Rico and the U.S.
Virgin Islands as set forth in §54.5406. The
annual certification shall quantify the car-
rier’s progress toward or, as applicable, com-
pletion of deployment in accordance with
the resilience and redundancy commitments
in its application and in accordance with the
detailed network plan it submitted to the
Wireline Competition Bureau.

2. At 85 FR 13798, Mar. 10, 2020, §54.316 was
amended by adding paragraph (a)(8), revising
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paragraphs (b)(5) and (c¢)(1). These paragraphs
have a delayed effective date. For the con-
venience of the user, the added and revised
text is set forth as follows:

§54.316 Broadband deployment reporting
and certification requirements for high-
cost recipients.

(@) * * *

(8) Recipients subject to the requirements
of §54.802(c) shall report the number of loca-
tions for each state and locational informa-
tion, including geocodes, where they are of-
fering service at the requisite speeds. Recipi-
ents of Rural Digital Opportunity Fund sup-
port shall also report the technology they
use to serve those locations.

(b) * % %

(5) Recipients of Rural Digital Opportunity
Fund support shall provide: No later than
March 1 following each service milestone
specified by the Commission, a certification
that by the end of the prior support year, it
was offering broadband meeting the requisite
public interest obligations to the required
percentage of its supported locations in each
state.

* * * * *

(C) * % %

(1) Price cap carriers that accepted Phase
II model-based support, rate-of-return car-
riers, and recipients of Rural Digital Oppor-
tunity Fund support must submit the annual
reporting information required by March 1 as
described in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this
section. Eligible telecommunications car-
riers that file their reports after the March
1 deadline shall receive a reduction in sup-
port pursuant to the following schedule:

§54.317 Alaska Plan for competitive el-
igible telecommunications carriers
serving remote Alaska.

(a) Election of support. Subject to the
requirements of this section, certain
competitive eligible telecommuni-
cations carriers serving remote areas
in Alaska, as defined in §54.307(e)(3)(i),
shall have a one-time option to elect to
participate in the Alaska Plan. Car-
riers exercising this option with ap-
proved performance plans shall have
their support frozen for a period of ten
years beginning on or after January 1,
2017, at a date set by the Wireless Tele-
communications Bureau, notwith-
standing §54.307.

(b) Carriers eligible for support. A com-
petitive eligible telecommunications
carrier shall be eligible for frozen sup-
port pursuant to the Alaska Plan if
that carrier serves remote areas in
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