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Federal Communications Commission § 27.1507 

the population in its license area with-
in six years of license grant. 

(ii) A 900 MHz broadband licensee 
shall provide reliable signal coverage 
and offer broadband service to at least 
80% of the population in its license 
area within 12 years of license grant. 

(2) Geographic coverage. Alternatively, 
a 900 MHz broadband licensee may: 

(i) Demonstrate it provides reliable 
signal coverage and offers broadband 
service covering at least 25% of the ge-
ographic license area within six years 
of license grant. 

(ii) Demonstrate it provides reliable 
signal coverage and offers broadband 
service covering at least 50% of the ge-
ographic license area within twelve 
years of license grant. 

(c) Penalties. (1) If a 900 MHz 
broadband licensee fails to meet the 
first performance benchmark, we re-
quire the licensee to meet the final 
performance benchmark two years 
sooner (i.e., at 10 years into the license 
term) and reduce the license term from 
15 years to 13 years. 

(2) If a 900 MHz broadband licensee 
fails to meet the final performance 
benchmark, its authorization for that 
license area will terminate automati-
cally without Commission action. 

(d) License renewal. After satisfying 
the 12-year, final performance bench-
mark, a licensee must continue to pro-
vide coverage and offer broadband serv-
ice at or above that level for the re-
maining three years of the 15-year li-
cense term in order to warrant license 
renewal. 

§ 27.1506 Frequencies. 
The 897.5–900.5 MHz and 936.5–939.5 

MHz band segments are available for li-
censing with an authorized bandwidth 
up to 3 megahertz paired channels. The 
897.5–900.5 MHz segment must only be 
used for uplink transmissions. The 
936.5–939.5 MHz segments must only be 
used for downlink transmissions. 

§ 27.1507 Effective radiated power lim-
its for 900 MHz broadband systems. 

(a) Maximum ERP. The power limits 
specified in this section are applicable 
to operations in areas more than 110 
km (68.4 miles) from the U.S./Mexico 
border and 140 km (87 miles) from the 
U.S./Canada border. 

(1) General limit. (i) The ERP for base 
and repeater stations must not exceed 
400 watts/megahertz power spectral 
density (PSD) per sector and an an-
tenna height of 304 m height above av-
erage terrain (HAAT), except that an-
tenna heights greater than 304 m HAAT 
are permitted if power levels are re-
duced below 400 watts/megahertz ERP 
in accordance with Table 1 of this sec-
tion. 

(ii) Provided that they also comply 
with paragraphs (b) and (c) of this sec-
tion, licensees are permitted to operate 
base and repeater stations with up to a 
maximum ERP of 1000 watts/megahertz 
power spectral density (PSD) per sector 
and an antenna height of 304 m height 
above average terrain (HAAT), except 
that antenna heights greater than 304 
m HAAT are permitted if power levels 
are reduced below 1000 watts/megahertz 
ERP in accordance with Table 2 of this 
section. 

(2) Rural areas. For systems that are 
located in counties with population 
densities of 100 persons or fewer per 
square mile, based upon the most re-
cently available population statistics 
from the Bureau of the Census: 

(i) The ERP for base and repeater 
stations must not exceed 800 watts/ 
megahertz power spectral density 
(PSD) per sector and an antenna height 
of 304 m height above average terrain 
(HAAT), except that antenna heights 
greater than 304 m HAAT are per-
mitted if power levels are reduced 
below 800 watts/megahertz ERP in ac-
cordance with Table 3 of this section. 

(ii) Provided that they also comply 
with paragraphs (b) and (c) of this sec-
tion, base and repeater stations may 
operate with up to a maximum ERP of 
2000 watts/megahertz power spectral 
density (PSD) per sector and an an-
tenna height of 304 m height above av-
erage terrain (HAAT), except that an-
tenna heights greater than 304 m HAAT 
are permitted if power levels are re-
duced below 2000 watts/megahertz ERP 
in accordance with Table 4 of this sec-
tion. 

(3) Mobile, control and auxiliary test 
stations. Mobile, control and auxiliary 
test stations must not exceed 10 watts 
ERP. 

(4) Portable stations. Portable stations 
must not exceed 3 watts ERP. 
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