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4000-4200 MHz band or TT&C operations
in the 3700-3980 MHz band. A licensee of
the 3.7 GHz Service who is a party to
such an agreement must maintain a
copy of the agreement in its station
files and disclose it, upon request, to
prospective license assignees, trans-
ferees, or spectrum lessees, and to the
Commission.

Subpart P—Regulations Governing
Licensing and Use of 900 MHz
Broadband Service in the
897.5-900.5 MHz and 936.5-
939.5 MHz Bands

SOURCE: 85 FR 43134, July 16, 2020, unless
otherwise noted.

§27.1500 Scope.

This subpart sets out the regulations
governing the licensing and operations
of 900 MHz broadband systems oper-
ating in the 897.5-900.5/936.5-939.5 MHz
band. It includes eligibility require-
ments and operational and technical
standards for stations licensed in this
band. It also supplements the rules re-
garding application procedures con-
tained in part 1, subpart F of this chap-
ter. The rules in this subpart are to be
read in conjunction with the applicable
requirements contained elsewhere in
this part; however, in case of conflict,
the provisions of this subpart shall
govern with respect to licensing and
operation in this frequency band.

§27.1501 Definitions.

Terms used in this subpart shall have
the following meanings:

900 MHz broadband. The 900 MHz
broadband systems in the 897.5-900.5/
936.5-939.56 MHz band licensed by the
Commission pursuant to the provisions
of this subpart.

900 MHz broadband licensee. An entity
that holds a 900 MHz broadband license
issued pursuant to this subpart.

900 MHz broadband segment. The seg-
ment of realigned 900 MHz spectrum
(i.e., the 897.5-900.5/936.5-939.5 MHz
band) licensed by the Commission pur-
suant to the provisions of this subpart.

900 MHez narrowband segment. The seg-
ments of realigned 900 MHz spectrum
(i.e., the 896-897.5/935-936.5 MHz and
900.5-901/939.5-940 MHz bands (Paired
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channels 1-119 and 361-399)) designated
for narrowband operations and licensed
pursuant to 47 CFR part 90, subpart S.

Complex system. A covered incum-
bent’s system that consists of 45 or
more functionally integrated sites.

County. For purposes of this part,
counties shall be defined using the
United States Census Bureau’s data re-
flecting county legal boundaries and
names valid through January 1, 2017.

Covered incumbent. Any 900 MHz site-
based licensee in the broadband seg-
ment that is required under §90.621(b)
to be protected by a broadband licensee
with a base station at any location
within the county, or any 900 MHz geo-
graphic-based SMR licensee in the
broadband segment whose license area
completely or partially overlaps the
county.

Eligibility Certification. A filing made
to the Commission as part of the pro-
spective broadband licensee’s applica-
tion for a 900 MHz broadband license
that demonstrates satisfaction of the
eligibility restrictions.

License area. The geographic compo-
nent of a 900 MHz broadband license. A
license area consists of one county.

Power spectral density (PSD). The
power of an emission in the frequency
domain, such as in terms of ERP or
EIRP, stated per unit bandwidth, e.g.,
watts/MHz.

Site-channel. A channel licensed at a
particular location.

Transition plan. A filing made to the
Commission as part of the prospective
broadband licensee’s application for a
900 MHz broadband license that in-
cludes a plan for transitioning the band
in the particular county.

Transitioned market. See section 90.7
of part 90 of this chapter.

§27.1502 Permanent discontinuance of
900 MHz broadband licenses.

A 900 MHz broadband licensee that
permanently discontinues service as
defined in §1.953 must notify the Com-
mission of the discontinuance within 10
days by filing FCC Form 601 requesting
license cancelation. An authorization
will automatically terminate, without
specific Commission action, if service
is permanently discontinued as defined
in this chapter, even if a licensee fails
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to file the required form requesting li-
cense cancelation.

§27.1503 Broadband license eligibility
and application requirements.

(a) Eligibility. For an applicant to be
eligible for a broadband license in a
county, it must:

(1) Hold the licenses for more than
50% of the total amount of licensed 900
MHz SMR (site-based or geographically
licensed) and B/ILT (site-based) spec-
trum for the relevant county including
credit for spectrum included in an ap-
plication to acquire or relocate covered
incumbents filed with the Commission
on or after March 14, 2019;

(2) Hold spectrum in the broadband
segment or reach an agreement to
clear through acquisition or relocation,
including credit for spectrum included
in an application to acquire or relocate
covered incumbents filed with the
Commission on or after March 14, 2019,
or demonstrate how it will provide in-
terference protection to, covered in-
cumbent licensees collectively holding
licenses in the broadband segment for
at least 90% of the site-channels in the
county and within 70 miles of the coun-
ty boundary, and geographically li-
censed channels where the license area
completely or partially overlaps the
county. To provide interference protec-
tion, an applicant may:

(1) Protect site-based covered incum-
bent(s) through compliance with min-
imum spacing criteria set forth in
§90.621(b) of this chapter;

(i1) Protect site-based covered incum-
bent(s) through new or existing letters
of concurrence agreeing to lesser base
station separations as set forth in
§90.621(b); and/or

(iii) Protect geographically based
covered incumbent(s) through a private
contractual agreement.

(3) If any site of a complex system is
located within the county and/or with-
in 70 miles of the county boundary, an
applicant must either hold the license
for that site or reach an agreement to
acquire, relocate, or protect it in order
to demonstrate eligibility.

(4) The applicant may use its current
900 MHz holdings in the narrowband
segment to relocate covered incum-
bents. Spectrum used for the purpose of
relocating incumbent(s) may not ex-
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ceed the incumbent’s current spectrum
holdings in the relevant county, unless
additional channels are necessary to
achieve equivalent coverage and/or ca-
pacity.

(b) Application. (1) Applications must
be filed in accordance with part 1, sub-
part F of this chapter.

(2) An applicant for a 900 MHz
broadband license must submit with its
application an Eligibility Certification
that:

(i) Lists the licenses the applicant
holds in the 900 MHz band to dem-
onstrate that it holds the licenses for
more than 50% of the total licensed 900
MHz spectrum, whether SMR or B/ILT,
for the relevant county including cred-
it for spectrum included in an applica-
tion to acquire or relocate any covered
incumbents filed on or after March 14,
2019;

(ii) A statement that it has filed a
Transition Plan detailing how it holds
spectrum in the broadband segment
and/or has reached an agreement to
clear through acquisition or relocation
(including credit for spectrum included
in an application to acquire or relocate
covered incumbents filed with the
Commission on or after March 14, 2019),
or demonstrate how it will provide in-
terference protection to, covered in-
cumbent licensees collectively holding
licenses in the broadband segment for
at least 90% of the site-channels in the
county and within 70 miles of the coun-
ty boundary, and geographically li-
censed channels where the license area
completely or partially overlaps the
county.

(3) An applicant for a 900 MHz
broadband license must submit with its
application a Transition Plan that pro-
vides:

(i) A showing of one or more of the
following:

(A) Agreement by covered incum-
bents to relocate from the broadband
segment;

(B) Protection of site-based covered
incumbents through compliance with
minimum spacing criteria;

(C) Protection of site-based covered
incumbents through new or existing
letters of concurrence agreeing to less-
er base station separations;

408



		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-06-15T14:55:34-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




