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Federal Communications Commission § 27.1206 

to the Hawaiian Homes Commission 
Act, 1920, July 9, 1921, 42 Stat 108, et 
seq., as amended; and any lands des-
ignated prior to July 10, 2019, as Tribal 
Lands pursuant to the designation 
process contained in § 54.412 of this 
chapter; 

(3) Requesting a GSA in a rural area, 
which is defined to be lands that are 
not part of an urbanized area or urban 
cluster area with a population equal to 
or greater than 50,000; and 

(4) Have a local presence on the Trib-
al Land for which they are applying. 

(c) Following the close of the Tribal 
priority window, the Commission will 
issue a public notice of acceptance for 
filing of applications submitted pursu-
ant to paragraph (b) of this section 
that meet technical and legal require-
ments and that are not in conflict with 
any other application filed during the 
window. Petitions to deny such appli-
cations may be filed within 30 days of 
such public notice. A copy of any peti-
tion to deny must be served on the ap-
plicant. 

(d) If applications are filed in the 
Tribal priority window that are mutu-
ally exclusive, the Commission will use 
competitive bidding to resolve the mu-
tual exclusivity. Two or more pending 
applications are mutually exclusive if 
the grant of one application would ef-
fectively preclude the grant of one or 
more of the others under Commission 
rules in this chapter. 

(e) For non-mutually exclusive appli-
cations, the applications will be proc-
essed in accordance with procedures to 
be specified by the Wireless Tele-
communications Bureau. 

[84 FR 57365, Oct. 25, 2019, as amended at 85 
FR 1284, Jan. 10, 2020] 

§ 27.1205 EBS renewal standard. 
In applying the renewal standard 

contained in § 1.949 of this chapter to 
EBS, for licenses initially issued after 
October 25, 2019, the applicable safe 
harbors are the buildout standards con-
tained in § 27.14(u). For licenses ini-
tially issued before October 25, 2019, the 
applicable safe harbors are the buildout 
standards contained in § 27.14(o); pro-
vided, however, that the educational 
use safe harbor contained in § 27.14(o)(2) 
may only be used by a licensee that 
meets the eligibility requirements to 

hold an EBS license pursuant to the 
provisions of § 27.1201(a) contained in 
the edition of 47 CFR parts 20 through 
39, revised as of October 1, 2017. 

[84 FR 57365, Oct. 25, 2019] 

§ 27.1206 Geographic service area. 

(a) BRS: 
(1) For BRS incumbent licenses 

granted before September 15, 1995, the 
geographic service area (GSA) is the 
area that is bounded by a circle having 
a 35 mile radius and centered at the 
station’s reference coordinates, which 
was the previous PSA entitled to in-
cumbent licensees prior to January 10, 
2005, and is bounded by the chord(s) 
drawn between intersection points of 
the licensee’s previous 35 mile PSA and 
those of respective adjacent market, 
co-channel licensees; 

(2) For BRS BTA authorization hold-
ers, the GSA for a channel is the BTA, 
subject to the exclusion of overlapping, 
co-channel incumbent GSAs created on 
January 10, 2005. 

(3) If an incumbent BRS license is 
cancelled or is forfeited, the GSA area 
of the incumbent station shall dissolve 
and the right to operate in that area 
automatically reverts to the GSA li-
censee that held the corresponding 
BTA. 

(b) EBS: 
(1) Existing EBS licensees. (i) The GSA 

of EBS licenses on the E and F channel 
groups is defined in § 27.1216. EBS li-
censees on the E and F channel groups 
are prohibited from expanding their 
GSAs. 

(ii) For incumbent EBS licenses not 
in the E and F channel groups in effect 
as of October 25, 2019, the geographic 
service area (GSA) is the area that is 
bounded by a circle having a 35 mile ra-
dius and centered at the station’s ref-
erence coordinates, which was the pre-
vious PSA entitled to incumbent li-
censees prior to January 10, 2005, and is 
bounded by the chord(s) drawn between 
intersection points of the licensee’s 
previous 35 mile PSA and those of re-
spective adjacent market, co-channel 
licensees. 

(2) New initial EBS licenses. (i) For 
EBS licenses issued in the Tribal Pri-
ority Window, the GSA consists of the 
rural Tribal Land (as defined in 
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47 CFR Ch. I (10–1–20 Edition) § 27.1207 

§ 27.1204(b)(3)) specified in the applica-
tion. 

(ii) For all other new initial licenses 
issued after April 27, 2020, the GSA is 
the county for which the license is 
issued, subject to the exclusion of over-
lapping, co-channel incumbent GSAs. 

[84 FR 57365, Oct. 25, 2019] 

§ 27.1207 Service areas and authoriza-
tions. 

(a) Initial authorizations for BRS 
granted after January 1, 2008, shall be 
blanket licenses for all BRS fre-
quencies identified in § 27.5(i)(2). Except 
for incumbent BRS licenses, BRS serv-
ice areas are the 1992 version of Basic 
Trading Areas (BTAs) defined by Rand 
McNally, or additional service areas 
similar to BTAs adopted by the Com-
mission. The market area for each li-
cense will be listed on the license au-
thorization. The following are addi-
tional BRS service areas in places 
where Rand McNally has not defined 
BTAs: American Samoa; Guam; Gulf of 
Mexico Zone A; Gulf of Mexico Zone B; 
Gulf of Mexico Zone C; Northern Mar-
iana Islands; Mayaguez/Aguadilla- 
Ponce, Puerto Rico; San Juan, Puerto 
Rico; and the United States Virgin Is-
lands. The boundaries of Gulf of Mexico 
Zone A are from an area twelve nau-
tical miles from the shoreline at mean 
high tide on the north and east, to the 
limit of the Outer Continental Shelf to 
the south, and to longitude 91°00′ to the 
west. The boundaries of Gulf of Mexico 
Zone B are from an area twelve nau-
tical miles from the shoreline at mean 
high tide on the north, to the limit of 
the Outer Continental Shelf to the 
south, to longitude 91°00′ to the east, 
and to longitude 94°00′ to the west. The 
boundaries of Gulf of Mexico Zone C 
are from an area twelve nautical miles 
from the shoreline at mean high tide 
on the north and west, to longitude 
94°00′ to the east, and to a line 281 kilo-
meters from the reference point at 
Linares, N.L., Mexico on the south-
west. The Mayaguez/Aguadilla-Ponce, 
PR, service area consists of the fol-
lowing municipios: Adjuntas, Aguada, 
Aguadilla, Anasco, Arroyo, Cabo Rojo, 
Coamo, Guanica, Guayama, 
Guayanilla, Hormigueros, Isabela, 
Jayuya, Juana Diaz, Lajas, Las Marias, 
Maricao, Maunabo, Mayaguez, Moca, 

Patillas, Penuelas, Ponce, 
Quebradillas, Rincón, Sabana Grande, 
Salinas, San German, Santa Isabel, 
Villalba and Yauco. The San Juan serv-
ice area consists of all other 
municipios in Puerto Rico. 

(b) For EBS initial licenses issued 
after October 25, 2019, except for li-
censes issued in the Tribal Priority 
Window, the GSA is the county for 
which the license is issued, subject to 
the exclusion of overlapping, co-chan-
nel incumbent GSAs. For purposes of 
this subpart, counties are defined using 
the United States Census Bureau’s data 
reflecting county legal boundaries and 
names valid through January 1, 2017. 
Except for licenses issued in the Tribal 
Priority Window, there shall be three 
initial authorizations issued in each 
county: One authorization for channels 
A1, A2, A3, B1, B2, B3, C1, C2, and C3; 
the second authorization for channels 
D1, D2, D3, JA1, JA2, JA3, JB1, JB2, 
JB3, JC1, JC2, JC3, JD1, JD2, JD3, A4, 
B4, C4, D4, and G4; the third authoriza-
tion for channels G1, G2, G3, KG1, KG2, 
and KG3. 

[84 FR 57366, Oct. 25, 2019] 

§ 27.1208 Geographic area licensing. 

(a) All BRS and EBS licenses are geo-
graphic area licenses. Blanket licenses 
cover all mobile and response stations. 
Pursuant to that geographic area li-
cense, incumbent licensees may modify 
their systems provided the modified 
system complies with the applicable 
rules in this chapter. The blanket li-
cense covers all fixed stations any-
where within the authorized service 
area, except a station must be individ-
ually licensed if: 

(1) International agreements require 
coordination; 

(2) Submission of an Environmental 
Assessment is required under § 1.1307 of 
this chapter; and 

(3) The station would affect the radio 
quiet zones under § 1.924 of this chapter. 

(b) Any antenna structure that re-
quires notification to the Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA) must be 
registered with the Commission prior 
to construction under § 17.4 of this 
chapter. 

[84 FR 57366, Oct. 25, 2019] 
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