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chapter or is designed to be carried by 
hand. 

[79 FR 8325, Feb. 12, 2014] 

§ 25.286 Antenna painting and light-
ing. 

The owner of an earth station an-
tenna structure must comply with all 
applicable painting, marking, and/or 
lighting requirements in part 17 of this 
chapter. In the event of default by the 
owner, the station licensee will be re-
sponsible for ensuring that such re-
quirements are met. 

[79 FR 8326, Feb. 12, 2014] 

§ 25.287 Requirements pertaining to 
operation of mobile stations in the 
NVNG, 1.5/1.6 GHz, 1.6/2.4 GHz, and 
2 GHz Mobile-Satellite Service 
bands. 

(a) Any mobile earth station (MES) 
operating in the 1530–1544 MHz and 
1626.5–1645.5 MHz bands must have the 
following minimum set of capabilities 
to ensure compliance with Footnote 
5.353A in 47 CFR 2.106 and the priority 
and real-time preemption requirements 
imposed by Footnote US315. 

(1) All MES transmissions must have 
a priority assigned to them that pre-
serves the priority and preemptive ac-
cess given to maritime distress and 
safety communications sharing the 
band. 

(2) Each MES with a requirement to 
handle maritime distress and safety 
data communications must be capable 
of either: 

(i) Recognizing message and call pri-
ority identification when transmitted 
from its associated Land Earth Station 
(LES), or 

(ii) Accepting message and call pri-
ority identification embedded in the 
message or call when transmitted from 
its associated LES and passing the 
identification to shipboard data mes-
sage processing equipment. 

(3) Each MES must be assigned a 
unique terminal identification number 
that will be transmitted upon any at-
tempt to gain access to a system. 

(4) After an MES has gained access to 
a system, the mobile terminal must be 
under control of an LES and must ob-
tain all channel assignments from it. 

(5) All MESs that do not continu-
ously monitor a separate signaling 

channel or signaling within the com-
munications channel must monitor the 
signaling channel at the end of each 
transmission. 

(6) Each MES must automatically in-
hibit its transmissions if it is not cor-
rectly receiving separate signaling 
channel or signaling within the com-
munications channel from its associ-
ated LES. 

(7) Each MES must automatically in-
hibit its transmissions on any or all 
channels upon receiving a channel- 
shut-off command on a signaling or 
communications channel it is receiving 
from its associated LES. 

(8) Each MES with a requirement to 
handle maritime distress and safety 
communications must have the capa-
bility within the station to automati-
cally preempt lower precedence traffic. 

(b) Any LES for an MSS system oper-
ating in the 1530–1544 MHz and 1626.5– 
1645.5 MHz bands must have the fol-
lowing minimum set of capabilities to 
ensure compliance with Footnotes 
5.353A and the priority and real-time 
preemption requirements imposed by 
Footnote US315. An LES fulfilling 
these requirements must not have any 
additional priority with respect to FSS 
stations operating with other systems. 

(1) LES transmissions to MESs must 
have a priority assigned to them that 
preserves the priority and preemptive 
access given to maritime distress and 
safety communications pursuant to 
paragraph (a) of this section. 

(2) The LES must recognize the pri-
ority of calls to and from MESs and 
make channel assignments taking into 
account the priority access that is 
given to maritime distress and safety 
communications. 

(3) The LES must be capable of re-
ceiving the MES identification number 
when transmitted and verifying that it 
is an authorized user of the system to 
prohibit unauthorized access. 

(4) The LES must be capable of trans-
mitting channel assignment commands 
to the MESs. 

(5) The communications channels 
used between the LES and the MES 
shall have provision for signaling with-
in the voice/data channel, for an MES 
that does not continuously monitor the 
LES signaling channel during a call. 
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(6) The LES must transmit periodic 
control signals to MESs that do not 
continuously monitor the LES sig-
naling channel. 

(7) The LES must automatically in-
hibit transmissions to an MES to 
which it is not transmitting in a sig-
naling channel or signaling within the 
communications channel. 

(8) The LES must be capable of trans-
mitting channel-shut-off commands to 
MESs on signaling or communications 
channels. 

(9) Each LES must be capable of in-
terrupting, and if necessary, pre-
empting ongoing routine traffic from 
an MES in order to complete a mari-
time distress, urgency or safety call to 
that MES. 

(10) Each LES must be capable of 
automatically turning off one or more 
of its associated channels in order to 
complete a maritime distress, urgency 
or safety call. 

(c) No person without an FCC license 
for such operation may transmit to a 
space station in the NVNG, 1.5/1.6 GHz, 
1.6/2.4 GHz, or 2 GHz Mobile-Satellite 
Service from anywhere in the United 
States except to receive service from 
the holder of a pertinent FCC blanket 
license or from another party with the 
permission of such a blanket licensee. 

[79 FR 8326, Feb. 12, 2014, as amended at 84 
FR 53659, Oct. 8, 2019] 

§ 25.288 Obligation to remedy inter-
ference caused by NGSO MSS feed-
er downlinks in the 6700–6875 MHz 
band. 

If an NGSO MSS satellite transmit-
ting in the 6700–6875 MHz band causes 
harmful interference to previously li-
censed co-frequency Public Safety fa-
cilities, the satellite operator has an 
obligation to remedy the interference. 

[81 FR 55349, Aug. 18, 2016] 

§ 25.289 Protection of GSO networks 
by NGSO systems. 

Unless otherwise provided in this 
chapter, an NGSO system licensee 
must not cause unacceptable inter-
ference to, or claim protection from, a 
GSO FSS or GSO BSS network. An 
NGSO FSS licensee operating in com-
pliance with the applicable equivalent 
power flux-density limits in Article 22, 
Section II of the ITU Radio Regula-

tions (incorporated by reference, 
§ 25.108) will be considered as having 
fulfilled this obligation with respect to 
any GSO network. 

[82 FR 59986, Dec. 18, 2017] 

§ 25.290 Responsibility of licensee for 
blanket-licensed earth station oper-
ation. 

The holder of an FCC blanket earth 
station license is responsible for oper-
ation of any earth station under that 
license. Operators of satellite networks 
and systems must not transmit com-
munications to or from such earth sta-
tions in the United States unless such 
communications are authorized under 
a service contract with the holder of a 
pertinent FCC blanket earth station li-
cense or under a service contract with 
another party with authority for such 
operation delegated by such a blanket 
licensee. 

[84 FR 53659, Oct. 8, 2019] 

Subpart E—Miscellaneous 

§ 25.301 Satellite Emergency Notifica-
tion Devices (SENDs). 

No device described by the marketer 
or seller using the terms ‘‘SEND’’ or 
‘‘Satellite Emergency Notification De-
vice’’ may be marketed or sold in the 
United States unless it complies with 
the requirements of RTCM 12800.0. 
RTCM 12800.0, ‘‘Satellite Emergency 
Notification Devices (SENDs),’’ dated 
August 1, 2011 is incorporated by ref-
erence in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 
552(a), and 1 CFR part 51. Copies of the 
document are available and may be ob-
tained from the Radio Technical Com-
mission for Maritime Services, 1611 N. 
Kent Street, Suite 605, Arlington, Vir-
ginia 22209. The document is available 
for inspection at Commission head-
quarters at 445 12th Street SW., Wash-
ington, DC 20554. Copies may also be in-
spected at the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA). For 
information on the availability of this 
material at NARA, call 202–741–6030, or 
go to: http://www.archives.gov/fed-
erallregister/ 
codeloflfederallregulations/ 
ibrllocations.html. 

[81 FR 90745, Dec. 15, 2016] 
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