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Federal Communications Commission § 25.170 

GSO space stations that will operate in 
the same frequency bands must file a 
surety bond requiring payment in the 
event of default as defined in paragraph 
(c) of this section, in an amount, at a 
minimum, to be determined according 
to the formula in paragraph (a)(1) of 
this section. 

(b) The licensee must use a surety 
company deemed acceptable within the 
meaning of 31 U.S.C. 9304 et seq. (See, 
e.g., Department of Treasury Fiscal 
Service, Companies Holding Certifi-
cates of Authority as Acceptable Sure-
ties on Federal Bonds and As Accept-
able Reinsurance Companies, 57 FR 
29356, July 1, 1992.) The bond must 
name the U.S. Treasury as beneficiary 
in the event of the licensee’s default. 
The licensee must provide the Commis-
sion with a copy of the performance 
bond, including all details and condi-
tions. 

(c) A licensee will be considered to be 
in default with respect to a bond filed 
pursuant to paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion if it surrenders the license before 
meeting an applicable milestone re-
quirement in § 25.164(a) or (b)(1) or if it 
fails to satisfy any such milestone. 

(d) A licensee will be relieved of its 
bond obligation under paragraph (a) of 
this section upon a Commission finding 
that the licensee has satisfied the ap-
plicable milestone requirement(s) in 
§ 25.164(a) and (b)(1) for the authoriza-
tion. 

(e) A replacement space station is 
one that: 

(1) Is authorized to operate at an or-
bital location within ±0.15° of the as-
signed location of a GSO space station 
to be replaced or is authorized for 
NGSO operation and will replace an ex-
isting NGSO space station in its au-
thorized orbit, except for space sta-
tions authorized under § 25.122 or 
§ 25.123; 

(2) Is authorized to operate in the 
same frequency bands, and with the 
same coverage area as the space sta-
tion to be replaced; and 

(3) Is scheduled to be launched so 
that it will be brought into use at ap-
proximately the same time as, but no 
later than, the existing space station is 
retired. 

(f) An applicant that has submitted a 
Coordination Request pursuant to 

§ 25.110(b)(3)(i) or an Appendix 30B filing 
pursuant to § 25.110(b)(3)(ii) must obtain 
a surety bond in the amount of $500,000 
in accordance with the requirements in 
paragraph (b) of this section for licens-
ees. The application will be returned as 
defective pursuant to § 25.112 if a copy 
of the required bond is not filed with 
the Commission within 30 days after 
release of a public notice announcing 
that the Commission has submitted the 
Coordination Request or Appendix 30B 
filing to the ITU. 

(g) An applicant will be considered to 
be in default with respect to a bond 
filed pursuant to paragraph (f) of this 
section if the applicant fails to submit 
a complete, acceptable license applica-
tion pursuant to § 25.110(b)(3)(iii) for 
the operation proposed in the initial 
application materials filed pursuant to 
§ 25.110(b)(3)(i) or (b)(3)(ii) within two 
years of the date of submission of the 
initial application materials. 

[68 FR 51507, Aug. 27, 2003, as amended at 69 
FR 51587, Aug. 20, 2004; 81 FR 55335, Aug. 18, 
2016; 82 FR 59986, Dec. 18, 2017; 85 FR 43735, 
July 20, 2020] 

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS FOR SPACE 
STATION OPERATORS 

§ 25.170 Annual reporting require-
ments. 

All operators of U.S.-licensed space 
stations and operators of non-U.S.-li-
censed space stations granted U.S. 
market access must, on June 30 of each 
year, file a report with the Inter-
national Bureau containing the fol-
lowing information: 

(a) Identification of any space sta-
tion(s) not available for service or oth-
erwise not performing to specifications 
as of May 31 of the current year, any 
spectrum within the scope of the part 
25 license or market access grant that 
the space station is unable to use, the 
cause(s) of these difficulties, and the 
date when the space station was taken 
out of service or the malfunction was 
identified; and 

(b) A current listing of the names, ti-
tles, addresses, email addresses, and 
telephone numbers of the points of con-
tact for resolution of interference prob-
lems and for emergency response. Con-
tact personnel should include those re-
sponsible for resolution of short term, 
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immediate interference problems at 
the system control center, and those 
responsible for long term engineering 
and technical design issues. 

(c) Construction progress and antici-
pated launch dates for authorized re-
placement satellites. 

NOTE TO § 25.170: Space station operators 
may also be subject to outage reporting re-
quirements in part 4 of this chapter. 

[79 FR 8321, Feb. 12, 2014] 

§ 25.171 Contact information reporting 
requirements. 

If contact information filed in space 
station application or pursuant to 
§ 25.170(b) or § 25.172(a)(1) changes, the 
operator must file corrected informa-
tion electronically in the Commission’s 
International Bureau Filing System 
(IBFS), in the ‘‘Other Filings’’ tab of 
the station’s current authorization file. 
The operator must file the updated in-
formation within 10 days. 

[79 FR 8321, Feb. 12, 2014] 

§ 25.172 Requirements for reporting 
space station control arrangements. 

(a) The operator of any space station 
licensed by the Commission or granted 
U.S. market access must file the fol-
lowing information with the Commis-
sion prior to commencing operation 
with the space station, or, in the case 
of a non-U.S.-licensed space station, 
prior to commencing operation with 
U.S. earth stations. 

(1) The information required by 
§ 25.170(b). 

(2) The call signs of any telemetry, 
tracking, and command earth sta-
tion(s) communicating with the space 
station from any site in the United 
States. 

(3) The location, by city and country, 
of any telemetry, tracking, and com-
mand earth station that communicates 
with the space station from any point 
outside the United States. 

(4) Alternatively, instead of listing 
the call signs and/or locations of earth 
stations currently used for telemetry, 
tracking, and command, the space sta-
tion operator may provide 24/7 contact 
information for a satellite control cen-
ter and a list of the call signs of any 
U.S. earth stations, and the locations 
of any non-U.S. earth stations, that are 

used or may be used for telemetry, 
tracking, and command communica-
tion with the space station(s) in ques-
tion. 

(b) The information required by para-
graph (a) of this section must be filed 
electronically in the Commission’s 
International Bureau Filing System 
(IBFS), in the ‘‘Other Filings’’ tab of 
the space station’s current authoriza-
tion file. If call sign or location infor-
mation provided pursuant to paragraph 
(a) of this section becomes invalid due 
to a change of circumstances, the space 
station operator must file updated in-
formation in the same manner within 
30 days, except with respect to changes 
less than 30 days in duration, for which 
no update is necessary. 

[79 FR 8321, Feb. 12, 2014] 

§ 25.173 Results of in-orbit testing. 

(a) Space station operators must 
measure the co-polarized and cross-po-
larized performance of space station 
antennas through in-orbit testing and 
submit the measurement data to the 
Commission upon request. 

(b) Within 15 days after completing 
in-orbit testing of a space station li-
censed under this part, the operator 
must notify the Commission that such 
testing has been completed and certify 
that the space station’s measured per-
formance is consistent with the station 
authorization and that the space sta-
tion is capable of using its assigned fre-
quencies or inform the Commission of 
any discrepancy. The licensee must 
also indicate in the filing whether the 
space station has been placed in the as-
signed geostationary orbital location 
or non-geostationary orbit. If the li-
censee files a certification pursuant to 
this paragraph before the space station 
has been placed in its assigned orbit or 
orbital location, the licensee must sep-
arately notify the Commission that the 
space station has been placed in such 
orbit or orbital location within 3 days 
after such placement and that the sta-
tion’s measured performance is con-
sistent with the station authorization. 

[79 FR 8321, Feb. 12, 2014] 
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