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section or to other Commission rules
and requirements.

(c) Except for opposition to petitions
to deny an application filed pursuant
to §25.220, oppositions to petitions to
deny an application or responses to
comments and informal objections re-
garding an application may be filed
within 10 days after the petition, com-
ment, or objection is filed and must be
in accordance with other applicable
provisions of §§1.41 through 1.52 of this
chapter, except that such oppositions
must be filed electronically through
the International Bureau Filing Sys-
tem (IBFS) in accordance with the ap-
plicable provisions of part 1, subpart Y
of this chapter.

(d) Reply comments by a party that
filed a petition to deny may be filed in
response to pleadings filed pursuant to
paragraph (c) or (e) of this section
within 5 days after expiration of the
time for filing oppositions unless the
Commission extends the filing deadline
and must be in accordance with other
applicable provisions of §§1.41 through
1.62 of this chapter, except that such
reply comments must be filed elec-
tronically through the International
Bureau Filing System (IBFS) in ac-
cordance with the applicable provisions
of part 1, subpart Y of this chapter.

(e) Within 30 days after a petition to
deny an application filed pursuant to
§25.220 is filed, the applicant may file
an opposition to the petition and must
file a statement with the Commission,
either in conjunction with, or in lieu
of, such opposition, explaining whether
the applicant has resolved all out-
standing issues raised by the peti-
tioner. This statement and any con-
joined opposition must be in accord-
ance with the provisions of §§1.41
through 1.52 of this chapter applicable
to oppositions to petitions to deny, ex-
cept that such reply comments must be
filed electronically through the Inter-
national Bureau Filing System (IBFS)
in accordance with the applicable pro-
visions of part 1, subpart Y of this
chapter.

[66 FR 24016, May 28, 1991, as amended at 69

FR 47795, Aug. 6, 2004; 70 FR 32254, June 2,
2005; 79 FR 8320, Feb. 12, 2014]
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§25.155 Mutually exclusive applica-
tions.

(a) The Commission will consider ap-
plications to be mutually exclusive if
their conflicts are such that the grant
of one application would effectively
preclude by reason of harmful inter-
ference, or other practical reason, the
grant of one or more other applica-
tions.

(b) A license application for NGSO-
like satellite operation, as defined in
§25.157(a), will be entitled to compara-
tive consideration with one or more
mutually exclusive applications only if
the application is received by the Com-
mission in a condition acceptable for
filing by the ‘‘cut-off’”’ date specified in
a public notice.

(c) A license application for GSO-like
satellite operation, as defined in
§25.158(a)(1), will be entitled to com-
parative consideration with another
application only if:

(1) The application is mutually exclu-
sive with another application for GSO-
like operation; and

(2) The application is received by the
Commission in a condition acceptable
for filing at the same millisecond as
the other application.

[68 FR 51505, Aug. 27, 2003, as amended at 81
FR 55333, Aug. 18, 2016]

§25.156 Consideration of applications.

(a) Applications for a radio station
authorization, or for modification or
renewal of an authorization, will be
granted if, upon examination of the ap-
plication, any pleadings or objections
filed, and upon consideration of such
other matters as it may officially no-
tice, the Commission finds that the ap-
plicant is legally, technically, and oth-
erwise qualified, that the proposed fa-
cilities and operations comply with all
applicable rules, regulations, and poli-
cies, and that grant of the application
will serve the public interest, conven-
ience and necessity.

(b) [Reserved]

(c) Reconsideration or review of any
final action taken by the Commission
will be in accordance with subpart A of
part 1 of this chapter.

(d)(1) Applications for NGSO-like sat-
ellite operation will be considered pur-
suant to the procedures set forth in
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§25.157, except as provided in §25.157(b)
or (i), as appropriate.

(2) Applications for GSO-like sat-
ellite operation will be considered pur-
suant to the procedures set forth in
§25.158, except as provided in
§25.158(a)(2).

(3) Applications for both NGSO-like
satellite operation and GSO-like sat-
ellite operation in two or more service
bands will be treated as separate appli-
cations for each service band, and each
service band request will be considered
pursuant to §25.157 or §25.158, as appro-
priate.

(4) Applications for feeder-link au-
thority or inter-satellite link author-
ity will be treated like an application
separate from its associated service
band. Each feeder-link request or inter-
satellite link request will be considered
pursuant to the procedure for applica-
tions for GSO-like operation or NGSO-
like operation, as applicable.

(5) [Reserved]

(6) An application for DBS or DARS
services will be entitled to comparative
consideration with one or more con-
flicting applications only if:

(i) The application is mutually exclu-
sive with another application; and

(ii) The application is received by the
Commission in a condition acceptable
for filing by the ‘‘cut-off’’ date speci-
fied in a public notice.

[66 FR 24016, May 28, 1991, as amended at 68
FR 51505, Aug. 27, 2003; 81 FR 55333, Aug. 18,
2016; 82 FR 59985, Dec. 18, 2017; 85 FR 43735,
July 20, 2020]

§25.157 Consideration of applications
for NGSO-like satellite operation.

(a) This section specifies the proce-
dures for considering license applica-
tions for ‘“NGSO-like” satellite oper-
ation, except as provided in paragraphs
(b) and (i) of this section. For purposes
of this section, the term ‘“NGSO-like
satellite operation’ means:

(1) Operation of any NGSO satellite
system; and

(2) Operation of a GSO MSS satellite
to communicate with earth stations
with non-directional antennas.

(b)(1) The procedures in this section
do not apply to an application for au-
thority to operate a replacement space
station(s) that meets the relevant cri-
teria in §25.165(e)(1) and (2) and that

§25.157

will be launched before the space sta-
tion(s) to be replaced is retired from
service or within a reasonable time
after loss of a space station during
launch or due to premature failure in
orbit.

(2) Paragraphs (e), (f), and (g) of this
section do not apply to an NGSO FSS
application granted with a condition to
share spectrum pursuant to §25.261.

(c) Each application for NGSO-like
satellite operation that is acceptable
for filing under §25.112, except replace-
ment applications described in para-
graph (b) of this section, will be re-
viewed to determine whether it is a
‘“‘competing application,” i.e., filed in
response to a public notice initiating a
processing round, or a ‘‘lead applica-
tion,” i.e., all other applications for
NGSO-like satellite operation.

(1) Competing applications that are
acceptable for filing will be placed on
public notice to provide interested par-
ties an opportunity to file pleadings in
response to the application pursuant to
§25.154.

(2) Lead applications that are accept-
able for filing will be placed on public
notice. This public notice will initiate
a processing round, establish a cut-off
date for competing NGSO-like satellite
system applications, and provide inter-
ested parties an opportunity to file
pleadings in response to the applica-
tion pursuant to §25.154.

(d) After review of each of the appli-
cations in the processing round, and all
the pleadings filed in response to each
application, the Commission will grant
all the applications that meet the
standards of §25.156(a), and deny the
other applications.

(e)(1) In the event that there is insuf-
ficient spectrum in the frequency band
available to accommodate all the
qualified applicants in a processing
round, the available spectrum will be
divided equally among the licensees
whose applications are granted pursu-
ant to paragraph (d) of this section, ex-
cept as set forth in paragraph (e)(2) of
this section.

(2) In cases where one or more appli-
cants apply for less spectrum than they
would be warranted under paragraph
(e)(1) of this section, those applicants
will be assigned the bandwidth amount
they requested in their applications. In
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