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date of consummation and the file
numbers of the applications involved in
the transaction.

(g) The Commission retains discre-
tion in reviewing assignments and
transfers of control of space station li-
censes to determine whether the initial
license was obtained in good faith with
the intent to construct a satellite sys-
tem.

(h) Pro forma transactions involving a
telecommunications carrier. You do not
need prior Commission approval for a
non-substantial (pro forma) transfer of
control or assignment of license in-
volving a telecommunications carrier,
as defined in 47 U.S.C. 153(51). However,
the pro forma transferee or assignee
must file a notification with the Com-
mission no later than 30 days after the
transfer or assignment is completed.
The notification must be filed on FCC
Form 312, Main Form and Schedule A
and must contain a certification that
the transfer of control or assignment
was pro forma and that, together with
all previous pro forma transactions, it
did not result in a change in the actual
controlling party.

(1) Pro forma transactions not involving
a telecommunications carrier. A complete
application for Commission approval of
a non-substantial (pro forma) transfer
of control or assignment of license not
involving a telecommunications car-
rier, as defined in 47 U.S.C. 153(51), will
be deemed granted one business day
after filing, provided that:

(1) Approval does not require a waiv-
er of, or a declaratory ruling per-
taining to, any applicable Commission
rule; and

(2) The application includes a certifi-
cation that the proposed transfer of
control or assignment is pro forma and
that, together with all previous pro
forma transactions, it would not result
in a change in the actual controlling
party.

(j) Receive-only earth station registra-
tions. You do not need prior Commis-
sion approval for a transfer of control
or assignment of a receive-only earth
station registration. For all such
transactions other than non-substan-
tial (pro forma) transfers of control, the
transferee or assignee must file a noti-
fication with the Commission on FCC
Form 312, Main Form and Schedule A
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no later than 30 days after the transfer
or assignment is completed. No notifi-
cation is required for a pro forma trans-
fer of control of a receive-only earth
station registrant.

[66 FR 24016, May 20, 1991; 56 FR 29757, June
20, 1991. Redesignated and amended at 62 FR
5928, 5929, Feb. 10, 1997; 68 FR 51503, Aug. 27,
2003; 69 FR 29901, May 26, 2004; 78 FR 8421,
Feb. 6, 2013; 79 FR 51264, Aug. 28, 2014; 81 FR
55329, Aug. 18, 2016]

§25.120 Application for special tem-
porary authorization.

(a) In circumstances requiring imme-
diate or temporary use of facilities, re-
quest may be made for special tem-
porary authority to install and/or oper-
ate new or modified equipment. The re-
quest must contain the full particulars
of the proposed operation including all
facts sufficient to justify the tem-
porary authority sought and the public
interest therein. No request for tem-
porary authority will be considered un-
less it is received by the Commission at
least 3 working days prior to the date
of proposed construction or operation
or, where an extension is sought, the
expiration date of the existing tem-
porary authorization. A request re-
ceived within less than 3 working days
may be accepted only upon due show-
ing of extraordinary reasons for the
delay in submitting the request which
could not have been earlier foreseen by
the applicant. A copy of the request for
special temporary authority also shall
be forwarded to the Commission’s Co-
lumbia Operations Center, 9200 Farm
House Lane, Columbia, MD 21046-1609.

(b)(1) The Commission may grant a
temporary authorization only upon a
finding that there are extraordinary
circumstances requiring temporary op-
erations in the public interest and that
delay in the institution of these tem-
porary operations would seriously prej-
udice the public interest. Convenience
to the applicant, such as marketing
considerations or meeting scheduled
customer in-service dates, will not be
deemed sufficient for this purpose.

(2) The Commission may grant a tem-
porary authorization for a period not
to exceed 180 days, with additional pe-
riods not exceeding 180 days, if the
Commission has placed the special
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temporary authority (STA) request on
public notice.

(3) The Commission may grant a tem-
porary authorization for a period not
to exceed 60 days, if the STA request
has not been placed on public notice,
and the applicant plans to file a re-
quest for regular authority for the
service.

(4) The Commission may grant a tem-
porary authorization for a period not
to exceed 30 days, if the STA request
has not been placed on public notice,
and an application for regular author-
ity is not contemplated.

(c) Each application proposing con-
struction of one or more earth station
antennas or alteration of the overall
height of one or more existing earth
station antenna structures, where FAA
notification prior to such construction
or alteration is required by part 17 of
this chapter, must include the FCC An-
tenna Structure Registration Num-
ber(s) for the affected satellite earth
station antenna(s). If no such number
has been assigned at the time the ap-
plication(s) is filed, the applicant must
state in the application whether the
satellite earth station antenna owner
has notified the FAA of the proposed
construction or alteration and applied
to the FCC for an Antenna Structure
Registration Number in accordance
with part 17 of this chapter. Applica-
tions proposing construction of one or
more earth station antennas or alter-
ation of the overall height of one or
more existing earth station antennas,
where FAA notification prior to such
construction or alteration is not re-
quired by part 17 of this chapter, must
indicate such and, unless the satellite
earth station antenna is 6.10 meters or
less above ground level (AGL), must
contain a statement explaining why
FAA notification is not required.

[66 FR 24016, May 28, 1991, as amended at 61
FR 4367, Feb. 6, 1996. Redesignated and
amended at 62 FR 5928, 5929, Feb. 10, 1997; 66
FR 9973, Feb. 13, 2001; 68 FR 51503, Aug. 27,
2003]

§25.121 License term and renewals.

(a) License Term. (1) Except for li-
censes for DBS space stations, SDARS
space stations and terrestrial repeat-
ers, 1724 GHz BSS space stations li-
censed as broadcast facilities, and li-
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censes for which the application was
filed pursuant to §§25.122 and 25.123, li-
censes for facilities governed by this
part will be issued for a period of 15
years.

(2) Licenses for DBS space stations
and 1724 GHz BSS space stations li-
censed as broadcast facilities, and for
SDARS space stations and terrestrial
repeaters, will be issued for a period of
8 years. Licenses for DBS space sta-
tions not licensed as broadcast facili-
ties will be issued for a period of 10
years.

(3) Licenses for which the application
was filed pursuant to §25.122 or §25.123
will be issued for a period of 6 years,
without the possibility of extension or
replacement authorization.

(b) The Commission reserves the
right to grant or renew station licenses
for less than 15 years if, in its judg-
ment, the public interest, convenience
and necessity will be served by such ac-
tion.

(c) For earth stations, the license
term will be specified in the instru-
ment of authorization.

(d) Space stations. (1) For geo-
stationary-orbit space stations, the li-
cense term will begin at 3 a.m. Eastern
Time on the date when the licensee no-
tifies the Commission pursuant to
§25.173(b) that the space station has
been successfully placed into orbit at
its assigned orbital location and that
its operations conform to the terms
and conditions of the space station au-
thorization.

(2) For non-geostationary orbit space
stations, except for those granted
under §25.122 or §25.123, the license pe-
riod will begin at 3 a.m. Eastern Time
on the date when the licensee notifies
the Commission pursuant to §25.173(b)
that operation of an initial space sta-
tion is compliant with the Ilicense
terms and conditions and that the
space station has been placed in its au-
thorized orbit. Operating authority for
all space stations subsequently brought
into service pursuant to the license
will terminate upon its expiration.

(3) For non-geostationary orbit space
stations granted under §25.122 or
§25.123, the license period will begin at
3 a.m. Eastern Time on the date when
the licensee notifies the Commission
pursuant to §25.173(b) that operation of
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