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Federal Communications Commission § 24.716 

the outstanding balance and shall re-
ceive new financing documents (prom-
issory note, security agreement) with a 
revised payment obligation, based on 
the remaining amount of time on the 
original installment payment schedule. 
These financing documents will replace 
the licensee’s existing financing docu-
ments, which shall be marked ‘‘super-
seded’’ and returned to the licensee 
upon receipt of the new financing docu-
ments. The original interest rate, es-
tablished pursuant to § 1.2110(g)(3)(i) of 
this chapter at the time of the grant of 
the initial license in the market, shall 
continue to be applied to the licensee’s 
portion of the remaining government 
obligation. The Commission will re-
quire, as a further condition to ap-
proval of the partial assignment appli-
cation, that the licensee execute and 
return to the U.S. Treasury the new fi-
nancing documents within 30 days of 
the Public Notice conditionally grant-
ing the partial assignment application. 
Failure to meet this condition will re-
sult in the automatic cancellation of 
the grant of the partial assignment ap-
plication. 

(iv) A default on the licensee’s pay-
ment obligation will only affect the li-
censee’s portion of the market. 

(3) Parties qualified for installment pay-
ment plans. (i) Where both parties to a 
partitioning or disaggregation agree-
ment qualify for installment payments, 
the partitionee or disaggregatee will be 
permitted to make installment pay-
ments on its portion of the remaining 
government obligations, as calculated 
according to § 24.714(c)(1). 

(ii) Each party will be required, as a 
condition to approval of the partial as-
signment application, to execute sepa-
rate financing documents (promissory 
note, security agreement) agreeing to 
pay their pro rata portion of the bal-
ance due (including accrued and unpaid 
interest) based upon the installment 
payment terms for which they qualify 
under the rules. The financing docu-
ments must be returned to the U.S. 
Treasury within thirty (30) days of the 
Public Notice conditionally granting 
the partial assignment application. 
Failure by either party to meet this 
condition will result in the automatic 
cancellation of the grant of the partial 
assignment application. The interest 

rate, established pursuant to 
§ 1.2110(g)(3)(i) of this chapter at the 
time of the grant of the initial license 
in the market, shall continue to be ap-
plied to both parties’ portion of the 
balance due. Each party will receive a 
license for their portion of the parti-
tioned market or disaggregated spec-
trum. 

(iii) A default on an obligation will 
only affect that portion of the market 
area held by the defaulting party. 

(iv) Partitionees and disaggregatees 
that qualify for installment payment 
plans may elect to pay some of their 
pro rata portion of the balance due in 
a lump sum payment to the U.S. Treas-
ury and to pay the remaining portion 
of the balance due pursuant to an in-
stallment payment plan. 

(d) License term. The license term for 
a partitioned license area and for 
disaggregated spectrum shall be the re-
mainder of the original licensee’s li-
cense term as provided for in § 24.15. 

[62 FR 661, Jan. 6, 1997, as amended at 63 FR 
68953, Dec. 14, 1998; 65 FR 53638, Sept. 5, 2000; 
67 FR 45371, July 9, 2002; 68 FR 42999, July 21, 
2003; 82 FR 41547, Sept. 1, 2017] 

§ 24.716 Installment payments for li-
censes for frequency Block F. 

Installment Payments. Each eligible li-
censee of frequency Block F may pay 
the remaining 80 percent of the net 
auction price for the license in install-
ment payments pursuant to § 1.2110(g) 
of this chapter and under the following 
terms: 

(a) For an eligible licensee with gross 
revenues exceeding $75 million (cal-
culated in accordance with § 1.2110(b) of 
this chapter and, when applicable, 
§ 24.709(b)) in each of the two preceding 
years (calculated in accordance with 
§ 1.2110(n) of this chapter), interest 
shall be imposed based on the rate for 
ten-year U.S. Treasury obligations ap-
plicable on the date the license is 
granted, plus 3.5 percent; payments 
shall include both principal and inter-
est amortized over the term of the li-
cense; 

(b) For an eligible licensee with gross 
revenues not exceeding $75 million (cal-
culated in accordance with § 1.2110(b) of 
this chapter and, when applicable, 
§ 24.709(b)) in each of the two preceding 
years (calculated in accordance with 
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§ 1.2110(n) of this chapter), interest 
shall be imposed based on the rate for 
ten-year U.S. Treasury obligations ap-
plicable on the date the license is 
granted, plus 2.5 percent; payments 
shall include interest only for the first 
year and payments of interest and 
principal amortized over the remaining 
nine years of the license term; or 

(c) For an eligible licensee that 
qualifies as a small business or as a 
consortium of small businesses, inter-
est shall be imposed based on the rate 
for ten-year U.S. Treasury obligations 
applicable on the date the license is 
granted; payments shall include inter-
est only for the first two years and 
payments of interest and principal am-
ortized over the remaining eight years 
of the license term. 

[67 FR 45371, July 9, 2002, as amended at 68 
FR 42999, July 21, 2003] 

§ 24.717 Bidding credits for licenses 
for frequency Block F. 

(a) Except with respect to licenses 
won in closed bidding in auctions that 
begin after March 23, 1999, a winning 
bidder that qualifies as a small busi-
ness, as defined in § 24.720(b)(1), or a 
consortium of small businesses may 
use a bidding credit of fifteen percent, 
as specified in § 1.2110(f)(2)(iii) of this 
chapter, to lower the cost of its win-
ning bid. 

(b) Except with respect to licenses 
won in closed bidding in auctions that 
begin after March 23, 1999, a winning 
bidder that qualifies as a very small 
business, as defined in § 24.720(b)(2), or a 
consortium of very small businesses 
may use a bidding credit of twenty-five 
percent as specified in § 1.2110(f)(2)(ii) of 
this chapter, to lower the cost of its 
winning bid. 

[68 FR 42999, July 21, 2003] 

§ 24.720 Definitions. 
(a) Scope. The definitions in this sec-

tion apply to §§ 24.709 through 24.717, 
unless otherwise specified in those sec-
tions. 

(b) Small and very small business. (1) A 
small business is an entity that, to-
gether with its affiliates and persons or 
entities that hold interest in such enti-
ty and their affiliates, has average an-
nual gross revenues that are not more 

than $40 million for the preceding three 
years. 

(2) A very small business is an entity 
that, together with its affiliates and 
persons or entities that hold interests 
in such entity and their affiliates, has 
average annual gross revenues that are 
not more than $15 million for the pre-
ceding three years. 

(c) Institutional Investor. An institu-
tional investor is an insurance company, 
a bank holding stock in trust accounts 
through its trust department, or an in-
vestment company as defined in 15 
U.S.C. 80a–3(a), including within such 
definition any entity that would other-
wise meet the definition of investment 
company under 15 U.S.C. 80a–3(a) but is 
excluded by the exemptions set forth in 
15 U.S.C. 80a–3(b) and (c), without re-
gard to whether such entity is an 
issuer of securities; provided that, if 
such investment company is owned, in 
whole or in part, by other entities, 
such investment company, such other 
entities and the affiliates of such other 
entities, taken as a whole, must be pri-
marily engaged in the business of in-
vesting, reinvesting or trading in secu-
rities or in distributing or providing in-
vestment management services for se-
curities. 

(d) Nonattributable Equity—(1) Non-
attributable equity shall mean: 

(i) For corporations, voting stock or 
non-voting stock that includes no more 
than twenty-five percent of the total 
voting equity, including the right to 
vote such stock through a voting trust 
or other arrangement; 

(ii) For partnerships, joint ventures 
and other non-corporate entities, lim-
ited partnership interests and similar 
interests that do not afford the power 
to exercise control of the entity. 

(2) For purposes of assessing compli-
ance with the equity limits in § 24.709 
(b)(1)(iii)(A) and (b)(1)(iv)(A), where 
such interests are not held directly in 
the applicant, the total equity held by 
a person or entity shall be determined 
by successive multiplication of the 
ownership percentages for each link in 
the vertical ownership chain. 

(e) Control Group. A control group is 
an entity, or a group of individuals or 
entities, that possesses de jure control 
and de facto control of an applicant or 
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