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(6) Situations which gravely affect 
the internal security of the United 
States. 

(7) Civil defense actions concerning 
direction of our population and its sur-
vival. 

(8) Disasters or events of extensive 
seriousness having an immediate and 
detrimental effect on the welfare of the 
population. 

(9) Vital information having an im-
mediate effect on aircraft, spacecraft, 
or missile operations. 

(c) Priority, Priority Emergency, Ur-
gent. Priority, Priority Emergency, or 
Urgent messages and calls shall take 
precedence over messages or calls des-
ignated Routine, or in the case of com-
mon carriers, over all nonprecedence 
traffic. Priority, Priority Emergency, 
or Urgent precedence is generally re-
served for calls or messages which re-
quire expeditious action. Examples are 
calls or messages pertaining to: 

(1) Information on locations where 
attack is impending or where fire or air 
support will soon be placed. 

(2) Air-ground integrated operations. 
(3) Important intelligence. 
(4) Important diplomatic informa-

tion. 
(5) Important information concerning 

the launch, operation, or recovery of 
spacecraft or missiles. 

(6) Movement of naval, air, and 
ground forces. 

(7) Coordination between govern-
mental agencies concerning the per-
formance of emergency preparedness 
functions. 

(8) Major civil aircraft accidents. 
(9) Maintaining the public health, 

safety, and the welfare of our popu-
lation. 

(10) Critical logistic functions, provi-
sions of critical public utility services, 
and administrative military support 
functions. 

(11) Distributing essential food and 
supplies critical to health. 

(12) Accomplishing tasks necessary 
to insure critical damage control func-
tions. 

(13) Preparations for adequate hos-
pitalization. 

(14) Continuity of critical Govern-
ment functions. 

(15) Arranging minimum transpor-
tation for accomplishing the aforesaid 
functions. 

(16) Continuing or reestablishing our 
more important financial, economic, 
health, and safety activities. Pro-
ducing, procuring, and distributing 
food materials and supplies which are 
considered necessary to the immediate 
support of a war effort, the national de-
fense, or for expediting the means of 
meeting the effects of natural disas-
ters. 

(17) Prompt delivery of information 
by press representatives to news media 
organizations and newspapers covering 
news of national or widespread disas-
ters. 

(d) Routine; no domestic equivalent. 
Routine precedence designation applies 
to those normal day-to-day commu-
nications which require rapid trans-
mission by telephone or message, but 
do not require urgent or preferential 
handling. 

§ 213.7 Policies. 
(a) Calls and messages in each prece-

dence classification above shall have 
no precedence over others within the 
same classification, except where, 
within the same classification, they 
cannot be handled simultaneously. 
Then, they shall be handled in the 
order of their receipt. 

(b) Individuals whose requirements 
qualify them to use the precedence sys-
tem share the responsibility for insur-
ing its effectiveness. Users must famil-
iarize themselves with the purposes to 
be served by the use of each precedence 
designator. It must be remembered 
that the entire system will operate 
successfully only if the use of the prec-
edence designator is limited strictly to 
the intended purposes. Each user must 
consider whether each message or call 
requires any special precedence and ex-
ercise care not to specify a higher prec-
edence than circumstances require. 

(c) For public correspondence mes-
sage services, the domestic or inter-
national precedence designators shall 
be shown in full by the sender as the 
first word preceding the name of the 
addressee. 

(d) For public correspondence call 
services, the user should first attempt 
to complete the call in the normal 
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