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sent over international public cor-
respondence circuits will be handled as 
Etat Priorite messages. Thus, Priority 
messages will receive the same treat-
ment in transmission and processing as 
Immediate or Flash messages. Con-
versely, Etat Priorite messages re-
ceived in the United States shall be 
transmitted and processed in the order 
of receipt, to the extent possible. The 
precedence designator available for 
non-Government users of public cor-
respondence services is Urgent. The Ur-
gent designator is limited for use only 
during wartime conditions, as declared 
pursuant to section 606 of the Commu-
nications Act of 1934. 

(c) Domestic and International U.S. 
common carriers, insofar as prac-
ticable by agreement with their foreign 
correspondents, shall endeavor to ar-
range the proper level of precedence 
handling of international messages and 
calls originating, terminating in, or 
transiting the United States: Provided, 
however, That insofar as international 
messages are concerned the level of 
precedence shall be consistent with the 
International Telecommunication Con-
ventions and regulations thereunder. 

(d) The Government designators shall 
be used throughout the Federal Gov-
ernment. All messages and telephone 
calls sent via public correspondence 
services shall use domestic or inter-
national public correspondence des-
ignators as appropriate. Thus, the re-
sponsibility is on Government and pub-
lic correspondence users to recognize 
and use the appropriate designators 
when using public correspondence serv-
ices. 

(e) On international telephone calls 
the carrier’s operator will convert to 
the appropriate international desig-
nator. 

§ 213.6 Criteria. 
(a) Flash, Flash Emergency. (1) This is 

the highest order of precedence and 
shall be strictly limited to Federal and 
Foreign Government agencies. 

(2) Flash, or Flash Emergency tele-
phone calls or messages shall be han-
dled in the order received and ahead of 
all calls or messages except as indi-
cated for international messages in 
ITU Regulations. When necessary to 
obtain a circuit for a Flash, or Flash 

Emergency call any call in progress of 
a lesser precedence will be interrupted, 
if feasible. Any message of a lesser 
precedence in the process of trans-
mission will be halted, if feasible, to 
clear the channel for the Flash or 
Flash Emergency transmission. Flash 
or Flash Emergency precedence shall 
be reserved for calls and messages hav-
ing an immediate bearing on: 

(i) Command and control of military 
forces essential to defense and retalia-
tion. 

(ii) Critical intelligence essential to 
national survival. 

(iii) Conduct of diplomatic negotia-
tions critical to the arresting or lim-
iting of hostilities. 

(iv) Dissemination of critical civil 
alert information essential to national 
survival. 

(v) Continuity of Federal govern-
mental functions essential to national 
survival. 

(vi) Fulfillment of critical U.S. inter-
nal security functions essential to na-
tional survival. 

(vii) Catastrophic events of national 
or international significance, such as 
Presidential Action Notices essential 
to national survival during attack or 
preattack conditions. 

(b) Immediate, Immediate Emergency, 
Urgent. Immediate, Immediate Emer-
gency, or Urgent telephone calls or 
messages shall be handled as fast as 
possible and ahead of all other calls or 
messages except those having a higher 
precedence. Any message or call of a 
lower precedence in the process of 
transmission will be halted, if feasible, 
to clear the channel for this trans-
mission. It will be reserved generally 
for calls or messages pertaining to: 

(1) Situations which gravely affect 
the security of national and allied 
forces. 

(2) Reconstitution of forces in a post-
attack period. 

(3) Intelligence essential to national 
security. 

(4) Conduct of diplomatic negotia-
tions to reduce or limit the threat of 
war. 

(5) Implementation of Federal Gov-
ernment actions essential to national 
survival. 
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