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§211.5

(c) When public correspondence cir-
cuits are needed to satisfy require-
ments for priority services, idle cir-
cuits will be selected first. A minimum
number of public correspondence cir-
cuits shall at all times be kept avail-
able so as to provide for the trans-
mission of precedence-type messages
and calls.

(d) Communications common carriers
will not interrupt conversations having
priority classification except insofar as
necessary to restore services of higher
priority.

(e) It is recognized that as a practical
matter in providing for the mainte-
nance or restoration of a priority serv-
ice or services operating within a mul-
tiple circuit-type facility (such as a
carrier band, cable, or multiplex sys-
tem), lower priority, lower subpriority,
or nonpriority services on paralleled
channels within a band or system may
be restored concurrently with higher
priority services. Such reactivation
shall not, however, interfere with the
expedited restoration of other priority
services.

(f) The Executive Agent is authorized
to instruct the carriers on the percent-
age of government-switched network
intermachine trunks to be restored to
provide capacity for priority access
line traffic.

(g) The carriers are authorized to
honor NCS-certified priorities from
other authorized carriers for leased fa-
cilities.

(h) The carriers are authorized to
honor restoration priorities certified
by the Executive Agent.

(i) To ensure the effectiveness of the
system of restoration priorities estab-
lished by this part it is essential that
rigorous standards be applied. Users
are requested and directed to examine
their private line service requirements
in light of the criteria specified in this
part and with regard to the availability
of alternate communications facilities
such as public correspondence message
services, and Government-owned emer-
gency communications systems.

§211.5 Priorities.

There are hereby established four
levels of restoration priority. Within
each level, subpriorities may be estab-
lished by the Executive Agent, with
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the concurrence of the National Secu-
rity Council, for both government and
nongovernment services. The subprior-
ities categories currently in use, which
have been established by the Executive
Agent will remain in effect until modi-
fied. Compatibility of subcategories ap-
plicable to government and nongovern-
ment users is essential to achieve the
objective of a single restoration pri-
ority system.

(a) Priority 1. Priority 1 shall be the
highest level of restoration priority,
and shall be afforded only to Federal
and Foreign Government private line
services, and to Industrial/Commercial
services which are designated for pre-
arranged voluntary participation with
the Federal Government in a national
emergency. Circuit requirements in
this level of priority shall be limited to
those esential to national survival if
nuclear attack occurs for:

(1) Obtaining or disseminating crit-
ical intelligence concerning the attack,
or immediately necessary to maintain
the internal security of the United
States;

(2) Conducting diplomatic negotia-
tions critical to the arresting or lim-
iting of hostilities;

(3) Executing military command and
control functions essential to defense
and retaliation;

(4) Giving warning to the U.S. popu-
lation;

(5) Maintaining federal Government
functions essential to national survival
under nuclear attack conditions.

(b) Priority 2. Priority 2 shall be the
second highest level of restoration pri-
ority, and shall be afforded only to
Federal and Foreign Government pri-
vate line services, and to Industrial/
Commercial services which are des-
ignated for prearranged voluntary par-
ticipation with the Federal Govern-
ment in a national emergency. Circuit
requirements in this level shall be lim-
ited to those essential, at a time when
nuclear attack threatens, to maintain
an optimum defense posture and to
give civil alert to the U.S. population.
These are circuit requirements whose
unavailability would present serious
dangers:

(1) Reducing significantly the pre-
paredness of TU.S. defense and
retalitory forces;
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