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Federal Communications Commission § 20.5 

Non-individual. A non-individual is a 
partnership and each partner is eight-
een years of age or older; a corpora-
tion; an association; a state, terri-
torial, or local government unit; or a 
legal entity. 

Private mobile radio service. A mobile 
service that meets neither the para-
graph (a) nor paragraph (b) definitions 
of commercial mobile radio service set 
forth in this section. A mobile service 
that does not meet the paragraph (a) 
definition of commercial mobile radio 
service in this section is presumed to 
be a private mobile radio service. Pri-
vate mobile radio service includes the 
following: 

(a) Not-for-profit land mobile radio 
and paging services that serve the li-
censee’s internal communications 
needs as defined in part 90 of this chap-
ter. Shared-use, cost-sharing, or coop-
erative arrangements, multiple li-
censed systems that use third party 
managers or users combining resources 
to meet compatible needs for special-
ized internal communications facilities 
in compliance with the safeguards of 
§ 90.179 of this chapter are presump-
tively private mobile radio services; 

(b) Mobile radio service offered to re-
stricted classes of eligible users. This 
includes entities eligible in the Public 
Safety Radio Pool and Radiolocation 
service. 

(c) 220–222 MHz land mobile service 
and Automatic Vehicle Monitoring sys-
tems (part 90 of this chapter) that do 
not offer interconnected service or that 
are not-for-profit; and 

(d) Personal Radio Services under 
part 95 of this chapter (General Mobile 
Services, Radio Control Radio Serv-
ices, and Citizens Band Radio Serv-
ices); Maritime Service Stations (ex-
cluding Public Coast stations) (part 80 
of this chapter); and Aviation Service 
Stations (part 87 of this chapter). 

Provider-Specific Consumer Signal 
Boosters. Provider-Specific Consumer 
Signal Boosters may only operate on 
the frequencies and in the market 
areas of the specified licensee(s). Pro-
vider-Specific Consumer Signal Boost-
ers may only be certificated and oper-
ated with the consent of the licensee(s) 
whose frequencies are being amplified 
by the device. 

Public Switched Network. Any com-
mon carrier switched network, whether 
by wire or radio, including local ex-
change carriers, interexchange car-
riers, and mobile service providers, 
that uses the North American Num-
bering Plan in connection with the pro-
vision of switched services. 

Signal booster. A device that auto-
matically receives, amplifies, and re-
transmits on a bi- or unidirectional 
basis, the signals received from base, 
fixed, mobile, or portable stations, 
with no change in frequency or author-
ized bandwidth. 

Signal booster operator. The signal 
booster operator is the person or per-
sons with control over the functioning 
of the signal booster, or the person or 
persons with the ability to deactivate 
it in the event of technical malfunc-
tioning or harmful interference to a 
primary radio service. 

Wideband Consumer Signal Boosters. 
Wideband Consumer Signal Boosters 
may operate on the frequencies and in 
the market areas of multiple licensees. 

[59 FR 18495, Apr. 19, 1994, as amended at 61 
FR 38402, July 24, 1996; 61 FR 40352, Aug. 2, 
1996; 62 FR 18843, Apr. 17, 1997; 63 FR 2637, 
Jan. 16, 1998; 64 FR 60130, Nov. 4, 1999; 67 FR 
1648, Jan. 14, 2002; 72 FR 50073, Aug. 30, 2007; 
75 FR 22276, Apr. 28, 2010; 76 FR 26220, May 6, 
2011; 78 FR 21559, Apr. 11, 2013; 80 FR 19850, 
Apr. 13, 2015; 83 FR 7401, Feb. 21, 2018; 83 FR 
7922, Feb. 22, 2018; 83 FR 17090, Apr. 18, 2018; 
84 FR 66779, Dec. 5, 2019] 

§ 20.5 Citizenship. 

(a) This rule implements section 310 
of the Communications Act, 47 U.S.C. 
310, regarding the citizenship of licens-
ees in the commercial mobile radio 
services. Commercial mobile radio 
service authorizations may not be 
granted to or held by: 

(1) Any foreign government or any 
representative thereof; 

(2) Any alien or the representative of 
any alien; 

(3) Any corporation organized under 
the laws of any foreign government; 

(4) Any corporation of which more 
than one-fifth of the capital stock is 
owned of record or voted by aliens or 
their representatives or by a foreign 
government or representative thereof 
or by any corporation organized under 
the laws of a foreign country; or 
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(5) Any corporation directly or indi-
rectly controlled by any other corpora-
tion of which more than one-fourth of 
the capital stock is owned of record or 
voted by aliens, their representatives, 
or by a foreign government or rep-
resentative thereof, or by any corpora-
tion organized under the laws of a for-
eign country, if the Commission finds 
that the public interest will be served 
by the refusal or revocation of such li-
cense. 

(b) The limits listed in paragraph (a) 
of this section may be exceeded by eli-
gible individuals who held ownership 
interests on May 24, 1993, pursuant to 
the waiver provisions established in 
section 332(c)(6) of the Communications 
Act. Transfers of ownership to any 
other person in violation of paragraph 
(a) of this section are prohibited. 

[59 FR 18495, Apr. 19, 1994, as amended at 61 
FR 55580, Oct. 28, 1996] 

§ 20.6 CMRS spectrum aggregation 
limit. 

(a) Spectrum limitation. No licensee in 
the broadband PCS, cellular, or SMR 
services (including all parties under 
common control) regulated as CMRS 
(see 47 CFR 20.9) shall have an attrib-
utable interest in a total of more than 
55 MHz of licensed broadband PCS, cel-
lular, and SMR spectrum regulated as 
CMRS with significant overlap in any 
geographic area. 

(b) SMR spectrum. To calculate the 
amount of attributable SMR spectrum 
for purposes of paragraph (a) of this 
section, an entity must count all 800 
MHz and 900 MHz channels located at 
any SMR base station inside the geo-
graphic area (MTA or BTA) where 
there is significant overlap. All 800 
MHz channels located on at least one of 
those identified base stations count as 
50 kHz (25 kHz paired), and all 900 MHz 
channels located on at least one of 
those identified base stations count as 
25 kHz (12.5 kHz paired); provided that 
any discrete 800 or 900 MHz channel 
shall be counted only once per licensee 
within the geographic area, even if the 
licensee in question utilizes the same 
channel at more than one location 
within the relevant geographic area. 
No more than 10 MHz of SMR spectrum 
in the 800 and 900 MHz SMR services 

will be attributed to an entity when de-
termining compliance with the cap. 

(c) Significant overlap. (1) For pur-
poses of paragraph (a) of this section, 
significant overlap of a PCS licensed 
service area and CGSA(s) (as defined in 
§ 22.911 of this chapter) or SMR service 
area(s) occurs when at least 10 percent 
of the population of the PCS licensed 
service area for the counties contained 
therein, as determined by the latest 
available decennial census figures as 
complied by the Bureau of the Census, 
is within the CGSA(s) and/or SMR serv-
ice area(s). 

(2) The Commission shall presume 
that an SMR service area covers less 
than 10 percent of the population of a 
PCS service area if none of the base 
stations of the SMR licensee are lo-
cated within the PCS service area. For 
an SMR licensee’s base stations that 
are located within a PCS service area, 
the channels licensed at those sites 
will be presumed to cover 10 percent of 
the population of the PCS service area, 
unless the licensee shows that its pro-
tected service contour for all of its 
base stations covers less than 10 per-
cent of the population of the PCS serv-
ice area. 

(d) Ownership attribution. For pur-
poses of paragraph (a) of this section, 
ownership and other interests in 
broadband PCS licensees, cellular li-
censees, or SMR licensees will be at-
tributed to their holders pursuant to 
the following criteria: 

(1) Controlling interest shall be at-
tributable. Controlling interest means 
majority voting equity ownership, any 
general partnership interest, or any 
means of actual working control (in-
cluding negative control) over the op-
eration of the licensee, in whatever 
manner exercised. 

(2) Partnership and other ownership 
interests and any stock interest 
amounting to 20 percent or more of the 
equity, or outstanding stock, or out-
standing voting stock of a broadband 
PCS, cellular or SMR licensee shall be 
attributed, except that ownership will 
not be attributed unless the partner-
ship and other ownership interests and 
any stock interest amount to at least 
40 percent of the equity, or outstanding 
stock, or outstanding voting stock of a 
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