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Descriptors for Transport of Content
Advisory Information using ATSC A/
65-A Program and System Information
Protocol (PSIP),” 2001 (incorporated by
reference, see §15.38). Blocking of pro-
grams shall occur when a program rat-
ing is received that meets the pre-de-
termined user requirements. Digital
television receivers shall be able to re-
spond to changes in the content advi-
sory rating system.

(e) All television receivers as de-
scribed in paragraph (a) of this section
shall block programming as follows:

(1) Channel Blocking. Channel Block-
ing should occur as soon as a program
rating packet with the appropriate
Content Advisory or MPAA rating
level is received. Program blocking is
described as a receiver performing all
of the following:

e Muting the program audio.

e Rendering the video black or otherwise
indecipherable.

e Eliminating program-related captions.

(2) Default State. The default state of
a receiver (i.e., as provided to the con-
sumer) should not block unrated pro-
grams. However, it is permissible to in-
clude features that allow the user to
reprogram the receiver to block pro-
grams that are not rated.

(8) Picture-In-Picture (PIP). If a re-
ceiver has the ability to decode pro-
gram-related rating information for
the Picture-In-Picture (PIP) video sig-
nal, then it should block the PIP chan-
nel in the same manner as the main
channel. If the receiver does not have
the ability to decode PIP program-re-
lated rating information, then it
should block or otherwise disable the
PIP if the viewer has enabled program
blocking.

(4) Selection of Ratings. Each tele-
vision receiver, in accordance with user
input, shall block programming based
on the age based ratings, the content
based ratings, or a combination of the
two.

(i) If the user chooses to block pro-
gramming according to its age based
rating level, the receiver must have the
ability to automatically block pro-
grams with a more restrictive age
based rating. For example, if all shows
with an age-based rating of TV-PG
have been selected for blocking, the
user should be able to automatically
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block programs with the more restric-
tive ratings of TV-14 and TV-MA.

(ii) If the user chooses to block pro-
gramming according to a combination
of age based and content based ratings
the receiver must have the ability to
automatically  block programming
with a more restrictive age rating but
a similar content rating. For example,
if all shows rated TV-PG-V have been
selected for blocking, the user should
be able to block automatically shows
with the more restrictive ratings of
TV-14-V and TV-MA-V.

(iii) The user should have the capa-
bility of overriding the automatic
blocking described in paragraphs
(e)(4)(i) and (4)(ii) of this section.

[63 FR 20133, Apr. 23, 1998, as amended at 68
FR 68546, Dec. 9, 2003; 69 FR 2849, Jan. 21,
2004; 69 FR 59534, Oct. 4, 2004; 73 FR 5682, Jan.
30, 2008; 74 FR 63079, Dec. 2, 2009; 77 FR 4913,
Feb. 1, 2012]

§15.121 Scanning receivers and fre-
quency converters used with scan-
ning receivers.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this section, scanning receivers
and frequency converters designed or
marketed for use with scanning receiv-
ers, shall:

(1) Be incapable of operating (tun-
ing), or readily being altered by the
user to operate, within the frequency
bands allocated to the Cellular Radio-
telephone Service in part 22 of this
chapter (cellular telephone bands).
Scanning receivers capable of ‘‘readily
being altered by the user’ include, but
are not limited to, those for which the
ability to receive transmissions in the
cellular telephone bands can be added
by clipping the leads of, or installing, a
simple component such as a diode, re-
sistor or jumper wire; replacing a plug-
in semiconductor chip; or programming
a semiconductor chip using special ac-
cess codes or an external device, such
as a personal computer. Scanning re-
ceivers, and frequency converters de-
signed for use with scanning receivers,
also shall be incapable of converting
digital cellular communication trans-
missions to analog voice audio.

(2) Be designed so that the tuning,
control and filtering circuitry is inac-
cessible. The design must be such that
any attempts to modify the equipment

914



Federal Communications Commission

to receive transmissions from the Cel-
lular Radiotelephone Service likely
will render the receiver inoperable.

(b) Except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this section, scanning receivers
shall reject any signals from the Cel-
lular Radiotelephone Service frequency
bands that are 38 dB or lower based
upon a 12 dB SINAD measurement,
which is considered the threshold
where a signal can be clearly discerned
from any interference that may be
present.

(c) Scanning receivers and frequency
converters designed or marketed for
use with scanning receivers, are not
subject to the requirements of para-
graphs (a) and (b) of this section pro-
vided that they are manufactured ex-
clusively for, and marketed exclusively
to, entities described in 18 U.S.C.
2512(2), or are marketed exclusively as
test equipment pursuant to §15.3(dd).

(d) Modification of a scanning re-
ceiver to receive transmissions from
Cellular Radiotelephone Service fre-
quency bands will be considered to con-
stitute manufacture of such equip-
ment. This includes any individual, in-
dividuals, entity or organization that
modifies one or more scanners. Any
modification to a scanning receiver to
receive transmissions from the Cellular
Radiotelephone Service frequency
bands voids the certification of the
scanning receiver, regardless of the
date of manufacture of the original
unit. In addition, the provisions of
§15.23 shall not be interpreted as per-
mitting modification of a scanning re-
ceiver to receiver Cellular Radio-
telephone Service transmissions.

(e) Scanning receivers and frequency
converters designed for use with scan-
ning receivers shall not be assembled
from kits or marketed in kit form un-
less they comply with the require-
ments in paragraph (a) through (c) of
this section.

(f) Scanning receivers shall have a
label permanently affixed to the prod-
uct, and this label shall be readily visi-
ble to the purchaser at the time of pur-
chase. The label shall read as follows:
WARNING: MODIFICATION OF THIS
DEVICE TO RECEIVE CELLULAR RA-
DIOTELEPHONE SERVICE SIGNALS
IS PROHIBITED UNDER FCC RULES
AND FEDERAL LAW.

§15.123
(1) “Permanently affixed” means
that the label is etched, engraved,

stamped, silkscreened, indelible print-
ed or otherwise permanently marked
on a permanently attached part of the
equipment or on a nameplate of metal,
plastic or other material fastened to
the equipment by welding, riveting, or
permanent adhesive. The label shall be
designed to last the expected lifetime
of the equipment in the environment in
which the equipment may be operated
and must not be readily detachable.
The label shall not be a stick-on, paper
label.

(2) When the device is so small that it
is not practicable to place the warning
label on it, the information required by
this paragraph shall be placed in a
prominent location in the instruction
manual or pamphlet supplied to the
user and shall also be placed on the
container in which the device is mar-
keted. However, the FCC identifier
must be displayed on the device.

[64 FR 22561, Apr. 27, 1999, as amended at 66
FR 32582, June 15, 2001]

§15.122 [Reserved]

§15.123 Labeling of digital cable ready
products.

(a) The requirements of this section
shall apply to unidirectional digital
cable products. Unidirectional digital
cable products are one-way devices
that accept a Point of Deployment
module (POD) and which include, but
are not limited to televisions, set-top-
boxes and recording devices connected
to digital cable systems.
Unidirectional digital cable products
do not include interactive two-way dig-
ital television products.

(b) A unidirectional digital cable
product may not be labeled with or
marketed using the term ‘‘digital cable
ready,” or other terminology that de-
scribes the device as ‘‘cable ready’ or
‘“‘cable compatible,” or otherwise indi-
cates that the device accepts a POD or
conveys the impression that the device
is compatible with digital cable service
unless it implements at a minimum
the following features:

(1) Tunes NTSC analog channels
transmitted in-the-clear.

(2) Tunes digital channels that are
transmitted in compliance with SCTE

915



§15.123

40 2003 (formerly DVS 313): ‘‘Digital
Cable Network Interface Standard” (in-
corporated by reference, see §15.38),
provided, however, that with respect to
Table B.11 of that standard, the phase
noise requirement shall be —86 dB/Hz
including both in-the-clear channels
and channels that are subject to condi-
tional access.

(3) Allows navigation of channels
based on channel information (virtual
channel map and source names) pro-
vided through the cable system in com-
pliance with ANSI/SCTE 65 2002 (for-
merly DVS 234): ““Service Information
Delivered Out-of-Band for Digital Cable
Television’ (incorporated by reference,
see §15.38), and/or PSIP-enabled naviga-
tion (ANSI/SCTE 54 2003 (formerly DVS
241): “‘Digital Video Service Multiplex
and Transport System Standard for
Cable Television’ (incorporated by ref-
erence, see §15.38)).

(4) Includes the POD-Host Interface
specified in SCTE 28 2003 (formerly
DVS 295): ‘““Host-POD Interface Stand-
ard” (incorporated by reference, see
§15.38), and SCTE 41 2003 (formerly
DVS 301): “POD Copy Protection Sys-
tem” (incorporated by reference, see
§15.38), or implementation of a more
advanced POD-Host Interface based on
successor standards. Support for Inter-
net protocol flows is not required.

(5) Responds to emergency alerts
that are transmitted in compliance
with ANSI/SCTE 54 2003 (formerly DVS
241): “‘Digital Video Service Multiplex
and Transport System Standard for
Cable Television’ (incorporated by ref-
erence, see §15.38).

(6) In addition to the requirements of
paragraphs (b)(1) through (5) of this
section, a unidirectional digital cable
television may not be labeled or mar-
keted as digital cable ready or with
other terminology as described in para-
graph (b) of this section, unless it in-
cludes a DTV broadcast tuner as set
forth in §15.117(i) and employs at least
one interface specified in paragraphs
(b)(6)(1) and (ii) of this section:

(i) For 480p grade unidirectional dig-
ital cable televisions, either a DVI/
HDCP, HDMI/HDCP, or 480p Y,Pb,Pr
interface.

(ii) For 720p/10801 grade
unidirectional digital cable televisions,
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either a DVI/HDCP or HDMI/HDCP
interface.

(c) Before a manufacturer’s or im-
porter’s first unidirectional digital
cable product may be labeled or mar-
keted as digital cable ready or with
other terminology as described in para-
graph (b) of this section, the manufac-
turer or importer shall verify the de-
vice as follows:

(1) The manufacturer or importer
shall have a sample of its first model of
a unidirectional digital cable product
tested to show compliance with the
procedures set forth in Uni-Dir-PICS-
101-030903: Uni-Directional Receiving
Device: Conformance Checklist: PICS
Proforma (incorporated by reference,
see §15.38) at a qualified test facility. If
the model fails to comply, the manu-
facturer or importer shall have any
modifications to the product to correct
failures of the procedures in Uni-Dir-
PICS-101-030903: ‘‘Uni-Directional Re-
ceiving Device: Conformance Checklist:
PICS Proforma,’”’ September 3, 2003 (in-
corporated by reference, see §15.38) re-
tested at a qualified test facility and
the product must comply with Uni-Dir-
PICS-101-030903: ‘‘Uni-Directional Re-
ceiving Device: Conformance Checklist:
PICS Proforma,’”’ September 3, 2003 (in-
corporated by reference, see §15.38) in
accordance with the test procedures set
forth in Uni-Dir-ATP-102-040225: ‘‘Uni-
Directional Receiving Device, Accept-
ance Test Plan,” February 25, 2004 (in-
corporated by reference, see §15.38) or
with M-UDCP-PICS-104-080225, ‘‘Uni-
Directional Cable Product Supporting
M-Card: Multiple Profiles; Conform-
ance Checklist: PICS,” February 25,
2008 (incorporated by reference, see
§15.38) in accordance with the test pro-
cedures set forth in TP-ATP-M-UDCP-
105-20080304, ‘‘Uni-Directional Digital
Cable Products Supporting M-Card; M-
UDCP Device Acceptance Test Plan,”
March 4, 2008 (incorporated by ref-
erence, see §15.38) before the product or
any related model may be labeled or
marketed. If the manufacturer or im-
porter’s first unidirectional digital
cable product is not a television, then
that manufacturer or importer’s first
model of a unidirectional digital cable
product which is a television shall be
tested pursuant to this subsection as
though it were the first unidirectional
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digital cable product. A qualified test
facility may only require compliance
with the procedures set forth in Uni-
Dir-PICS-101-030903: Uni-Directional
Receiving Device: Conformance Check-
list: PICS Proforma, September 3, 2003
(incorporated by reference, see §15.38).
Compliance testing beyond those pro-
cedures shall be at the discretion of the
manufacturer or importer.

(2) A qualified test facility is a test-
ing laboratory representing cable tele-
vision system operators serving a ma-
jority of the cable television sub-
scribers in the United States or an ap-
propriately qualified independent lab-
oratory with adequate equipment and
competent personnel Kknowledgeable
with respect to Uni-Dir-PICS-I01-
030903: ‘‘Uni-Directional Receiving De-
vice: Conformance Checklist: PICS
Proforma,” September 03, 2003 (incor-
porated by reference, see §15.38); Uni-
Dir-ATP-102-040225: “Uni-Directional
Receiving Device, Acceptance Test
Plan,” February 25, 2004 (incorporated
by reference, see §15.38); M-UDCP-
PICS-104-080225, “Uni-Directional
Cable Product Supporting M-Card:
Multiple Profiles; Conformance Check-
list: PICS,” February 25, 2008 (incor-
porated by reference, see §15.38); and
TP-ATP-M-UDCP-105-20080304, ‘‘Uni-
Directional Digital Cable Products
Supporting M-Card; M-UDCP Device
Acceptance Test Plan,” March 4, 2008
(incorporated by reference, see §15.38).
For any independent testing laboratory
to be qualified hereunder such labora-
tory must ensure that all its decisions
are impartial and have a documented
structure which safeguards impar-
tiality of the operations of the testing
laboratory. In addition, any inde-
pendent testing laboratory qualified
hereunder must not supply or design
products of the type it tests, nor pro-
vide any other products or services
that could compromise confidentiality,
objectivity or impartiality of the test-
ing laboratory’s testing process and de-
cisions.

(3) Subsequent to the testing of its
initial unidirectional digital cable
product model, a manufacturer or im-
porter is not required to have other
models of unidirectional digital cable
products tested at a qualified test fa-
cility for compliance with the proce-
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dures of Uni-Dir-PICS-101-030903: ‘‘Uni-
Directional Receiving Device: Con-
formance Checklist: PICS Proforma,”
September 03, 2003 (incorporated by ref-
erence, see §15.38) unless the first
model tested was not a television, in
which event the first television shall be
tested as provided in paragraph (c)(1) of
this section. The manufacturer or im-
porter shall ensure that all subsequent
models of unidirectional digital cable
products comply with the procedures in
the Uni-Dir-PICS-101-030903: ‘‘Uni-Di-
rectional Receiving Device: Conform-
ance Checklist: PICS Proforma,” Sep-
tember 03, 2003 (incorporated by ref-
erence, see §15.38) and all other appli-
cable rules and standards. The manu-
facturer or importer shall maintain
records indicating such compliance in
accordance with Supplier’s Declaration
of Conformity requirements in part 2,
subpart J of this chapter. The manu-
facturer or importer shall further sub-
mit documentation demonstrating
compliance with the procedures in the
Uni-Dir-PICS-101-030903: “Uni-Direc-
tional Receiving Device: Conformance
Checklist: PICS Proforma,” September
03, 2003 (incorporated by reference, see
§15.38) to the qualified test facility.

(4) Unidirectional digital cable prod-
uct models must be tested for compli-
ance with Uni-Dir-PICS-101-030903:
““Uni-Directional Receiving Device:
Conformance Checklist: PICS
Proforma,” September 3, 2003 (incor-
porated by reference, see §15.38) in ac-
cordance with Uni-Dir-ATP-102-040225:
““Uni-Directional Receiving Device Ac-
ceptance Test Plan,” February 25, 2004,
(incorporated by reference, see §15.38)
or an equivalent test procedure that
produces identical pass/fail test results.
In the event of any dispute over the ap-
plicable results under an equivalent
test procedure, the results under Uni-
Dir-ATP-102-040225: ““Uni-Directional
Receiving Device Acceptance Test
Plan,” February 25, 2004 (incorporated
by reference, see §15.38) shall govern.

(6) This paragraph applies to
unidirectional digital cable product
models which utilize Point-of-Deploy-
ment modules (PODs) in multi-stream
mode (M-UDCPs).

(i) The manufacturer or importer
shall have a sample of its first model of
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a M-UDCP tested at a qualified test fa-
cility to show compliance with M-
UDCP-PICS-104-080225, “Uni-Direc-
tional Cable Product Supporting M-
Card: Multiple Profiles; Conformance
Checklist: PICS,” February 25, 2008 (in-
corporated by reference, see §15.38) as
specified in the procedures set forth in
TP-ATP-M-UDCP-105-20080304, ‘‘Uni-
Directional Digital Cable Products
Supporting M-Card; M-UDCP Device
Acceptance Test Plan,” March 4, 2008
(both references incorporated by ref-
erence, see §15.38). If the model fails to
comply, the manufacturer or importer
shall have retested, at a qualified test
facility, a product that complies with
Uni-Dir-PICS-101-030903: “Uni-Direc-
tional Receiving Device: Conformance
Checklist: PICS Proforma,” September
03, 2003 (incorporated by reference, see
§15.38) in accordance with Uni-Dir-
ATP-102-040225: ‘‘Uni-Directional Re-
ceiving Device Acceptance Test Plan,”
February 25, 2004, (incorporated by ref-
erence, see §15.38) or an equivalent test
procedure that produces identical pass/
fail test results before any product or
related model may be labeled or mar-
keted. If the manufacturer or import-
er’s first M-UDCP is not a television,
then that manufacturer or importer’s
first model of a M-UDCP which is a tel-
evision shall be tested pursuant to this
subsection as though it were the first
M-UDCP.

(ii) A qualified test facility is a test-
ing laboratory representing cable tele-
vision system operators serving a ma-
jority of the cable television sub-
scribers in the United States or an ap-
propriately qualified independent lab-
oratory with adequate equipment and
competent personnel Kknowledgeable
with Uni-Dir-PICS-101-030903: ‘‘Uni-Di-
rectional Receiving Device: Conform-
ance Checklist: PICS Proforma,” Sep-
tember 03, 2003 (incorporated by ref-
erence, see §15.38); Uni-Dir-ATP-102-
040225: ‘“‘Uni-Directional Receiving De-
vice, Acceptance Test Plan,” February
25, 2004 (incorporated by reference, see
§15.38); M-UDCP-PICS-104-080225, ‘‘Uni-
Directional Cable Product Supporting
M-Card: Multiple Profiles; Conform-
ance Checklist: PICS,” February 25,
2008 (incorporated by reference, see
§15.38); and TP-ATP-M-UDCP-I05-
20080304, ‘‘Uni-Directional Digital Cable
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Products Supporting M-Card; M-UDCP
Device Acceptance Test Plan,” March
4, 2008 (incorporated by reference, see
§15.38). For any independent testing
laboratory to be qualified hereunder
such laboratory must ensure that all
its decisions are impartial and have a
documented structure which safe-
guards impartiality of the operations
of the testing laboratory. In addition,
any independent testing laboratory
qualified hereunder must not supply or
design products of the type it tests, nor
provide any other products or services
that could compromise confidentiality,
objectivity or impartiality of the test-
ing laboratory’s testing process and de-
cisions.

(iii) Subsequent to the successful
testing of its initial M-UDCP, a manu-
facturer or importer is not required to
have other M-UDCP models tested at a
qualified test facility for compliance
with M-UDCP-PICS-104-080225, ‘‘Uni-
Directional Cable Product Supporting
M-Card: Multiple Profiles; Conform-
ance Checklist: PICS,” February 25,
2008 (incorporated by reference, see
§15.38) unless the first model tested
was not a television, in which event
the first television shall be tested as
provided in paragraph (c)(5)(i) of this
section. The manufacturer or importer
shall ensure that all subsequent models
of M-UDCPs comply with M-UDCP-
PICS-104-080225, “Uni-Directional
Cable Product Supporting M-Card:
Multiple Profiles; Conformance Check-
list: PICS,” February 25, 2008 (incor-
porated by reference, see §15.38) and all
other applicable rules and standards.
The manufacturer or importer shall
maintain records indicating such com-
pliance in accordance with Supplier’s
Declaration of Conformity require-
ments in part 2, subpart J of this chap-
ter. For each M-UDCP model, the man-
ufacturer or importer shall further sub-
mit documentation demonstrating
compliance with M-UDCP-PICS-104-
080225, ‘‘Uni-Directional Cable Product
Supporting M-Card: Multiple Profiles;
Conformance Checklist: PICS,” Feb-
ruary 25, 2008 (incorporated by ref-
erence, see §15.38) to the qualified test
facility.

(iv) M-UDCPs must be in compliance
with M-UDCP-PICS-104-080225, ‘‘Uni-
Directional Cable Product Supporting
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